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Mr. Jeffrey M. Goldberc 

^1. 



Dear Mr. Goldberg: 

This responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request of February 22, 1993.. Our interim response of March 9, 
1993, refers. 

We. have been advised by the Office of the Executive 
Secretariat, Organization of the Joint Staff (JS) and the Office 
of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (European and NATO 
Policy) that the enclosed documents are responsive to your 
request. The information that has been redacted, and other 
documents that have been denied in total, are currently and 
properly classified in accordance with Executive Order 12356, 
Section 1 . 3 (a) (3) , . and (5) concerning foreign government 
information, and foreign relations or foreign activities of the 
United States the release of which would damage national 
security, or is an inter agency memorandum which is deliberative 
in nature and used in the decision making process. Consequently, 
Major General Gene A. Deegan, USMC, Organization of the Joint 
Staff, Mr. George W. Badner, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Defense, European and NATO Policy, and Commander Richard L. 
Rodgers, USN, Office of the Executive Secretary, have denied 
release of the information pursuant to Title 5 USC 552 (b) (1) and 
(b) (5) . 

You have the right to appeal General Deegan, Mr. Badner, and 
Commander Rodgers' decision to deny this information. Any such 
appeal should offer justification to support reversal of the 
initial denial and should be forwarded, within 60 calendar days 
of the date of this letter, to the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs), DFOISR, Room 2C757, 
Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301-1400. 

Previously released documents are considered to be in the 
public domain. Public domain documents are released to 
subsequent FOIA requesters at the cost of reproduction of the 
information. This is based on a concept of equity to the general 
public,' wherein the cost to reproduce publicly available 
documents should be borne by the requester and not the public at 
large. 
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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE^ 



WASHINGTON. O.C. 20301 



I 4 JAN 



His Excellency Rinaldo Petrignani 
Ambassador. E.« and. P. • , 
Embassy of Italy 

1601 Fuller St., N.W. ... 
Washington, DC 20009 

Dear Mr* Ambassador: 

Persuant to your request of 27 December 198.8# we again 
checked into whether any U^S, military aircraft or ships were 
operating in the designated areas on 27 June 1980., and whether 
we have arty information from the radar systems, of ..U.S. equipm 
operating in or near the area. 

All Military Comxnanders in the. area have beeh queried in 
response to your Aide Hemoire of 27 December 1988 and all in^ 
mation available indicates that the United States :(iid not have 
ships or aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the t of 
the DC-9 crash. Since there were no U.S. aircraft or vetfsels 
operating in th^ zone as defined in your Aide Hemoire or in other 
areas sufficiently close as to allow radar monitoring of the: z 
where the incident occurred, there is no information that can be 
provided from U.S. radar systems. 

I hope' that this information is beneficial to the investigating 
commission. If I can be of any further help ojt this issue plea«e- 

let me know.,.:, . 

Sincerely,- :: ■ .'.•.:.. v ■ ' .^:-••'•*• . 

William H. Taft, IV 
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ACTION SUMMARY . . , — 

1. Purpose , Provide CJCS with information concerning a potential request by 
Italian Ambassador Petrignani to meet with CJCS concerning US involvexnei^^^^^ in ' 
tlie .1980 Ustica. Air Disaster. ' : 

2 Discussion / rt'.-^ ■ 

a. At 1615 today, AI-IEMBASSY Rome Pol-Mil Officer contacted EURDIV AO to 
.inform him of the following: On afternoon of 22 Mar 89, US Ambassador to 

Italy Rabb met with MOD Zanone during a Congressional : Delegation visit. 
After the visit, Zanone requested Rabb remain to discuss the matter of US 
involvement * in the 1980 Ustica Air: Disaster. 

b. Zanone has concerns that the recently released results of the ' 
investigation into the circumstances surrounding the crash of the bc-9- 
are stimulating great speculation that the US was .involved. He desires • 
to obtain. reassurance of US noninvolvement in the incident/ . 

c. Amb Rabb rcccmmended to Zanone that it might be Useful for Italy *b 
Ambassador to the US Petrignani to visit CJCS to obtain the off icial US 

. military position on the matter. Amb Rabb intends to call CJCS on We4, 
23 Mar 89, to inform him of his recommendation to Zanon.e. T?-/'-';.,- 

d. OASD/TSP is currently working a package in coordination with the' 
Joint Staff to respond to an Italian Embassy request .for information. 
ISP had previously provided information to the effect that the US had no 
involvement, in the incident. Joint Staff/J-.3 provided, input' to the 
previous responses. 



3. 



e. Tabs provide, recent message traffic on the issue 
Recommendation . None. Provided for "info Only. 
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ACTION SUMvlARY 

.1 . . V The Deputy Secretary of Defense requested,* in response' to an Italian ' 

r.moassy, request,-** that the ; US provide any information available^^^^^ 

mignt have a hearing, on the downing of ah ITAVIA DC-9 on 27; June 1980 ; • .". ■■ 

2. Appropriate agencies researched this, information at an earlier datev ' 
ana, Get ermined. that the US did; not have aircraft or shies operating in the 
f^^r^^^^^'^fj^^. crash. . This inf ormat lon. has .bein^reyer if ied. 
uSEUCQM. ^he .attacn.ed proposed. DJS memorandum informs the- Deputv ^^^^ •'. 
Secretary of Defense of this -fact and: pcovides .a propbsed memorandurti for " ■ 
response to tne Italian Ambassador . . . \- wvaii^uiu toe ^ 



3. 



Recommend DJS approve • and forward attached proposed memorandum; 



Attachment 



■References:. 

: , *DepSecDef Memo, 29 Dec 88 , ^■Response: to Italian Aide Memoire" 

, ■■ **Italian. Embassy Aide Memcire, 27 Dec. .88 (SJS 1516/092 

SJS 1516/092-01) ,- -J ■'■}.'/■ ■- ''' 
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DJSM 28-09.; 

10 January 1989 



MraORANDUM FOR. THE DEPUiv SECEETM^^ . 
Subject:, Response -co Italian Aide Memoirs. 

The Joint staff has reviewed the information outlined in the 
references to your memorandum, and verified that there were no 
US aircraft or vessels in the area at the time of the Ustica . 
air, crash. Based upon. this review the attached proposed 
»emor«idu«, has been prepared as a suggested, response to the 
Italian Aide Memdire. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

RICHARD B. GOETZE, JR. 
• Major General, USAF :.• ■ 

.^..Vice Director, Joint Staff 

Attachment . , ' " 

Reference!: ■ 



APPENDIX 
DRAFT 



MEMORAWUH FOR THE imiAN AMBASSMOR TO THE UNITED STATES ' 

subject::. Investigation on the Downing of itavia DC-9 in 
, Central Tyrrhenian Sea on 27 June 1980 

; The Joint/Staff ; Chief of Naval Operatiohs; us national and 
naval intelligence agenoies; us Colander in Chief, Europe- 
Commander in chief .US Navy. Europe; and the" Co«,ander. US 
Sixth Fleet, have been gueried in response to your Aide 
Memoire Of 27 December 1988 and all information available ' 
.indicates that the United states did not have ship^ :or 'i:; 
aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian, sea at the time' of the - 
DC^9 crash. Since there were- no us aircraft or vessels 
operating, i. the Tyrrhenian Sea at the time in guestion. there 
xs no information that can be provided from US radar: systems. 
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response.£roir l^^tS^^ Petrignan?!'^'^^ '"^f^"^^^^ j 

crash"fs'2iii;^';Sd2?;^^ 

having your answer ta^-rrolVjarai^^ appreciate 



My poc for this 
Room 4P776, X72201. 



. Glenn Lazarus, OASD/ISP(EUR) , 
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••ligation w^the-pownirig of ITAVIA DC-9- In the 
trftl-;^rhmlfin ;5ea' on; 27'-auna 198Q ■^r.:i^'':^-i^r;:::i:j;;i;^ ^ 

'1SL^-*^"8"*°^ aellvared the attached ndte to >fr. %dft 
«!Sjit; i«efli^ni , 4i8 appropriate , by 4 January? 19 IB 9 . : 
. ^.,«?^^-f*?'^y' 4 January 1989. Point of it^n tact 

git^l^;^^^ USN, ■x44£|£,^i|^^^ 
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EB/TRA/AVP:l>RSCHUART2 

EUR/UE:RSNY1>ER 
FAA/AFS-30D:JCnACIl>ULL 



SECPEF _ . 
innEDlATE 



ROME 




NTSBrRBENSON, AlrSa 
Prt/RASA/ISP : COL rdREASt 



PRIORITY LONDON, PARIS PRIORITY-, BONN PRIORITY, NAPLES TRIORITYT^' 
PALERflO PRIORITY, BRUSSELS PRIORITY, USNATO PRIORITy';^^!^ 



N/A 



EAIR, MOPS, PRELv IT 
THE U.S. AND THE USTICA AIR. CRASH OF ITAVIA 



REFi ROHE 2S2t7 

1. tHE DEPARTflENT HAS OBTAINED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
FROM THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD -CNTSB> AS ^ 
A PARTIAL ANSWER TO REFTEL. { . . . vr^i^Bj- a^,^ 

a. IN ACCORDANCE WITH GRAVATT/WOOD TELECON, JOSEPH 
PONTECORVO OF THE U.S. FEDERAL AVIATION ADIIINISTRATION 
•CFAA>, THEN AT ROME, WAS APPOINTED BY NTSB AS THE U-S. 
ACCREDITED REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE SUBJECT AIR CRASH. 
HR. PONTECORVO CAN NOW BE REACHED IN THE FLIGHT 
STANDARDS OFFICE OF FAA AT BRUSSELS. 

3. FOLLOWING THE CRASH, AT THE REQUEST OF THE ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT JOHN C tlAClDULL -CNOW AT FAA HEADflUARTERS ' 
ON 2DS-et7-«1t3«1>, THEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR, AIRCRAFT 
PERFORflANCE, AT NTSB, PASSED TO THE ITALIAN GCVERNhENT 
HIS ANALYSIS OF THE RADAR RECORDING <PARA. d OF REFTELJ. 
NO COPIES WERE KEPT BY NTSB- AT THE TIME OF THE 
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UNCLASSIFIED 



FALKLANDS WAR, MACIDULL'S REPORT IdAS REVEALED tN BrTATi 
ON AN H0UR-L0N6 BBC PANORAHA PROr:PAn BY TOM ttANCof" 
{THE PROGRAM WAS NOT SHOUN IN THE U S ANrM'ArTSi.rrnAr. 
NOT KNOW HOU HIS REPORT WAS OBTAINED^ 

ON JUNE 111 na?, THE NTSB ASSISTED AN TTAI TAM 
DELEGATION IN THE READ-OUT OF THE ITAVIA DC-?^S 
COCKPIT VOICE RECORDER, UHICH HAD BEEN IN THE frA for 
SEVEN YEARS BUT WAS IN GOOD CONDITION? THE ^APr Rr?S 
AS IF EVERYTHING UAS NORHAL IN THE COCKPIT bI^^H^N 
THERE CAME A SUDDEN END, APPARENTLY INDICAtInG I 
COMPLETE ELECTRICAL FAILURE IN THE AmRl???^^ * 

S. NTSB IS TRYING TO REACH STEVEN LUND, UHO 
PARTICIPATED IN THE MCDONNELL-DOUGLAS INVESTIGATION, VV 
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ACTION SUMMARY / v 

1.. Purpose « . Attached position paper provides CJCb with background in£orm*a- 
tion for 27 March 1989 meeting with Italian Ambassador Petrignani 

,2* Recommendation , CJCS use talking points at Tab .B for his meeting' with ' 
Amb. Petrignani, - . - ' 
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Gary LaGassey 
Major, USAF . . 
EL'RDIV, J-5 : 
PPGL0 40 5 ^.. 
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PrtEVJquS EOniONS OF THIS FORM ARE OSSOlETE 



-u rr)Gs e . To , provide CJCS v/ith backarcund. inf.c: 



IS r.cGting with Italian Arribassador . Petrignani , 
:7 March 1989. Biography at Appendix A. 



schedul eci- f or ■ 1 4 C b , 



■(.U) Ma-j or. Points Suggested talking points at Appe'ndix 



B. 



rr.eet 



Background . MOD Zanone has directed. Ambassadcir' Petrignani ■ 
with CJCS to obtain reassurance that US had no * involveinent ' - 
in the downing of an .ITAVIA DC-9 near the island, of Ustica' on 27 
June 1980. Zanone is hopeful that further official reassurance will 
assist in his ongoing investigation of the natter. CJCS can expect 
Petrignani to leave an aide rr.enioire requeGting additional - . • 
inforr.ation about US activities ^in the rGcion, ra ther than just the 
Gcecific area of the incident. " ' " 




a. (U) On 27 June 1980, an ITAVIA DC-9 flying between Bolo-na 
and Palermo crashed in the sea near the island of Ustica, north 
of Sicily. 81 people were killed (Appendix C) . 

b. (U) The cause of the crash was never determined, although 
there v;as considerable speculation that it might have been shot 
down or run into by a. Libyan MIG, there was a bomb aboard, or a 
missile had shot it down (Appendix D) . 

c. (U) In Oct 1988, eight yearis after the incident " the 
lingering mystery erupted as a full-blown political 
controversy. Italian. TV and print media accused the Italian 
government of covering up Italian military culpability in the' - • 
incident (Appendix E) • Various theories surfaced and on 9 Nov 
83, PM De Mita named- a commission of inquiry to look into the 
incident . (Appendix F) . The commission was in addition to an 
on-going inquiry by an investigating magistrate^ . 
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,d. ••(Jgr/ GgiiLii'ul ii i L ) In early January S9 Gen Galvin directed "ACI^^^^^ 
Busey to provide him with any information which AFSOUTH might' 
have which was relevant to the irtcident. . ADM. Busey Ts . response ■ 

/ f-Appondiv G) r'r^pcrtcd that AFS^-'TH had no record of aircicxfc ■ ' 
having been scrambled, of any other unusual military aircraft • • 
activity/ or of any missile firings on 27 Jun 80. Gen Galvin' 
for\>rarded the report to . NATO Secretary General Woerner on 2 6 Jan' 
89 (Appendix H) . .(FYI: V/hile we have reason to believe that ; 
Wrfrner for\>;arded the report to the Italians, SHAPE has requested 
that this correspondence.be kept close hold). 

e. (U) On 2"7 Dec 88, Ambassador Petrignani pir^sented PEPSECDEF 
Taft with an Aide Memoire (Appendix I) requesting specific ^ 
information pertaining to the incident. His response (Appendix 
J), which was developed from a Joint Staff input^ indicated that 
the US did not have ships or aircraft operating in the . ' 
Tyrrhenian Sea at the time of the crash. 

f. (U) The controversy continued to bubble in Italy. A 19 Feb 
89 article in LJ^Espresso magazine (Appendix K) presented a 
hypothetical case in which two US F-14s shooting at Libyan MIGS 
accidently hit the airliner, causing both it and a MIG to go 
dovm. The article. spurred a new series. of questions and. rumors. 

g. (U)- On 16 Kar 89, a panel of technical experts appointed by 
Che invcctigating magistrate concluded that the plane was • 
brought down by a missile, but could not identify who fired it 
(Appendix L) . MOD Zanone reacted by ordering the Air Force 
Chief of Staff to begin a technical-administrative investigation 
to determine why Italian radars did not see what happened the 
evening of June 27 and to determine if anyone had caused th.e ' ' 
disappearance of any relevant information that would have 
assisted the investigation. As para 4 of the message points. " 
out> there has been continuing controversy over gaps in the 
radar registrations from seme stations and most recently the 
destruction in 1984 of the original log". of radar plot.tings taken 
the day in question at the- radar, station in Licola. ' V 

h. (U) On .22 Mar 89, Amb Rabb met with MOD Zanone. • Zanone * 
expressed his .concerns that the magistrate's report, is stirring 
even greater speculation that. the US was involved. He desires • 
to obtain reassurance of US ncninvolvement in the iiicid.ent. Amb' 
Rabb suggested that it might.be helpful if Amb Pet.rigniani could 
meet with CJCS, to obtain, the reassurance. Zanone desires : ' • 



ET 



2 




' . A. (U) During the past week^ OASD/ISP began cievel'opihg a. point 
. ^ by point rebuttal to the various hypothetical. allegatioris\,^^ 
contained in the various articles/ ISP anticipated a 
written request from the Italian Embassy. . With Amb .Petrigniah^^^^^^ 
request to visit CJCS, the formal requesit to OSfi will not be:^^'^ . 
forthcoming/ and ISP stopped its staff work on a; response. 
Rebuttal points have been incorporated in attached ta^lking : " • 
points. 

5. (U) Recommendation . Reassure Amb Petrignani.; . using talking^^^^^^ 
points at Tab B, that the US had no involvement in the incident .'^ : ' 

6. (U) Coordination . J-3/J0D and OASD/ISP were consulteci in 
preparation of this paper. 
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strignani Biography 
•Suggested Talking Points 
-NY Times Article, 28 Jun 80 
-USDAO Rome 161532Z Oct 86 
-Washington Post Article, 3 Nov 88 
-AMEMBASSY Rome 101617Z Nov 88 
-CINCSOUTH 250745Z Jan 89 
-SACEUR Memorandum, 26 Jan 89 
-Aide Memoire, 27 Dec 88 
-DASD Taft memorandum/ 24 Jan 89. 
-L*Espresso Article, 19 Feb 89 
-AJ^EMBASSY Rome 210825Z Mar .89 

Maj Gary LaGassey, tJSAF 
EURDIV, J-5, Ext 49434 . 
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TALKING POINTS ' FOR . CJCS/AMB PETRIGNANI' .MgE^TING ' V'-^^^' O"^' 
'\: 27 March: 1989 

US Involvement in DC-9 Crash 

- - TTS official position remains the sane as .^prasinted^^ 

Taft*s memorandum of 24 Jan 89 •■ 

— All military commanders were queried and all information 
\ available indicates that US did not have ships or ^ ' 

aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea; at the time of. 
the crash. • ~'- ^ \ 

— Since there were no US aircraft or.vessets operating in 
the zone as defined in the Italian Aide Memoire of 27 
December 8 8 or in other areas sufficiently close as to 
allow radar monitoring of the zone where the incident 
occurred, there is no information that can;. be provided 
' from. US radar systems. 

CINCSOUTH's investigation and subsequent report to SACEUR 
resulted in the same findings. In addition/- CINCSOUTH did 
not find any evidence of missile launchings on the day in 
question. 

No new information has come to light since DASD Taft's-^ 
memorandum.' 

Italian Investigative Conclusion That Aircraft Was Downed by a 
Missile . " _ . ' ' ~~. ~ "~ " — ■ 

- US has no evidence of any missile being launched by US or 
NATO forces. 

. - It seems unlikely that specific missile origin could be 
determined at this late date. 

Concluding Remarks 

US has looked into all aspects, of the case and can reassure 
GOI that we have no involvement in the downing of the 
airliner. ■ 
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Anionv.._(hc invcnU(»r\s h<' ^as K''-''^-.. 
wurlJ are niirn>w irouM.'n;. sfu^rt 
•skirts.. KlidmK. a d»?vjcc for tapping 
♦>IX'>. vw ait^nxJ-Jo'An a me and match- 
\>)x*:s wuh only one side for strikin;;>. 
. MavlnRlhcLastUiURh 
T>.r rvmnrkablc thmji about Gnbrovo • 
ickts IS 'hnt thev are luld bv ihp »nhahi- 
" tants thom<elv(>s. and it is they who are 
having the iast lauRh. The town bills it- 
seU as the humor capital of the world 
and humor, ii turns out. is good busi- 
ness. . 

The lON^Ti mono is "Through laughter 
the world has survived." Its symbol — 
a cat — • IS on a national stamp. Nine 
years ago ir turned an abandoned 
leather factory into ihe House of 
Hunior and Satire, and since 1965 it ha5 



Dudng a festival of hunipr in Gabrovo. B.uigaria. plackrds With Umcrrc^^^^ are disp.iayed in a c^mlvai par^^ 



';v;nS4.>ri.il Inanivuai humor ff'shvals ' ■ 
-With worldwide Cfsmpt'tiiions in car-. 
t'y)ns. )okes. humorous pointings, 
jjhotographs. sculpture and wntings. 

. A whole cottage mdusiry has sprung 
up. with craftsmen . manulaciunng 
'.{r.bbim.p, siXA)ns. cOps- with iatu^i-d 
L-'Jues. cups that stick to saucers, lokt.'. 
books and rubber masks for the ^00 to 
SOO tourists who come here every day. 

The Government has given an olli- 
ciai stamp of approval to the whole en- 
terpnse. Five years ago Todor Zhiv. 
kov. First Secretary of the Communist 
Pany. a man known more for his anti- 
smoking canripaign than for a sense of 
humor, came to review the festival in 
person. »^ ^7^ yJU.^^' JriT 



fie prepar*'ii fur the '.•vent by sp^yhcl- .' 
mg two d.iys closeted „ with , several 
dozen cano^jnisis and humorists,. .They . 
were apparently drawing up ihc, cbun- 
try's humor program. Wags.said.it took 
so long because they were, trying to get 
himtosmile. .'" ' ■ '. ' . . . 

The House of Humor is. thriving. 
There arie four floors of permanent ex- 
hibits — cartoons: photographs, works 
of literature and carn.ivaJ costumes — 
and construction is under way on an ad- 
joining iheater and several!" moyi.e. 
houses. In the basement, past a row of 
distorting mirrors and under tapestries 
of Adam and Eve. coffee is, served, in 
half-cups sliced down the middle! 



\81 Aboard an Italian DCS Missing at Sea Off Naples 



, PALERMO. Sicily. Saturday. June 28 
: (AP) — An Italian jethner with 81 people 
i aboard apparently crashed in the Tyrrhe- 
*, man Sea. port sources on the island of 
i Ustica said today. - 

j iTiev said the missing DC-9.was oper- 
I ated bv Italy>domesiic airline. Itavia. 
j Aboard were 77 passengers, including j 
■ 1 1 children and two infants, and a crew of i 
' fodr. airline officials said, adding that the | 
> plane was last spotted flying over the is- i 
; land of Ponza off the .Maples coast by | 
I pilots of a Palermo-Naples flight. ; 

' \ 
i The DC-9 was reported missing north of ! 
! hereon a flight last nightirom Bologna to j 
i Palermo Naval vessels and helicopters ; 
I sped to the area atxjui 15 miles northeast i 
of Ustica. i 
j Dropped From Radiar Screen 
; The plane left Bologna at 8:02 P.M. 
j local time (2:02 P.M. New York time) 
j and was scheduled to arrive in the Sicil- 
; ian capital one hour ajid 40 minutes later. 
I Itavia officials said the plane last had 
i radio contact with Rome's Ciampino Air- 
i port as minutes after takeoff and disap- 
\ peared from the radar scrc€n atiout 20 
I minuteii later. 



A passenger ferry reported spotting; 
two emergency lights in an area between 
the islands of Ustica and Ponza. but ani 
Itavia spokesman said they could noti 
have been from the EX:-9. 

"We wish the repon of the ship sighting 
the lights were true, but there were no 
emergency lights on that plane." the 
spokesman. Italo Govoni. said in Rome. 

An Itavia spokesman said he believed 
all but two or three p>assengers were Ital- 
ians. ."There are two French names and 
one German-sounding name," he said. 

Wind Is a Problem for Copters 

Visibility of more than six miles was 
reported in the rescue area, but L^.c wind 
was gusting to miles an hour and the 

bKiX^ MClc OAitciiiciy ivu^ii. aiPpOi i offi- 

cialssaid. 

"Helicopters are having real tough 
time operating in the area." an airport 
spokesman said. 

There have been two major crashes in, 
SIX vears in the area around Palermo's 
airpon. On Dec. 22. 1978. an Alitalia DC-9 
crashed into the sea three miles shon of 
the runway, killing 108 of the 124 people 
aboard. 

In May 1972. an Alitalia jetliner 




rhrN<^ Yor« Tlrrav/JawZS.lMB 



crashed on the slopes of a mountain near | 
the Pxinta Raisi airport, killing all 115; 
people aboard. 



'. * N6. It's not Q mistake," sai' 
TL^ss. perfectly straight-faced, 
to be this way because this Is a 
humor." . 

For last year s competitloi 
States entnes in the wntin^ cc 
included works by Kurt Voant. 
Erskm*? Caldwell. William : 
Woody Allen and Art Buchwalo 

"About 60 perdent of the *. 
tions are from foreigners." s.' 
kov Bozhldar, a guide. E^ 
valued, he said, were Amcrtc 
cations. "We subscribe on a 
basis to Mad Magazine. The N* 
er. The National Lampobh, 
New York times Book Review 

Judging from the prizes, gi 
the last few years — a plaq^ 
Peter, a peasant with a long 
toothbrush mustache who sil 
his donkey — the funniest ccl 
and writers tend to be Bulp 
Russian. 

Blacksmith Is Frugally He 

Gabrovo was said to ha 
founded in the Hth century I 
the Blacksmith, who was looK 
cheapplace to. set up shop. His 
ents erected a statue to him — 
in the middle of the Yartra Ri 
not to waste any land. 

The town's most faimous 
personage was Old Mlhyo, wh 
the I9ih century. History re!C 
he agreed to donate MO.OOO tr 
club but objected to pa--:: 
sta mp to make the trans<> 

Exactly how humor tu; 
dustry is not dear. A writer 
the terrace of the Balkan 
plained that attempts to foun 
ery foundered. 

"The best brains of the tow 
on it and finally produced the i 
of beer." he said. "It was S' 
Czechoslovakia for an exper 
Weeks went by and there w 
sponse. Finally a letter camt 
•Your horse has diabetes.* " 



Influential Papal Delegate to U.S. 
; Is Named to a High Vatican Post 

By KENNETM A. BRIOGS 

. Pope John Paul II y(>sterday named 

Arch.^ishop Jean Jadot. the Influential 
, p;ip.il df.'legate to the United States for 

th»' la.st seven years, to head the Vatican 
■ StMrctanat for Non-Chnstian Religions 

.-N.rchbishop Jadot. a Belgian who was. 
. the first non-llalian to represent the Pope 

!n ♦.ho United Slates, transformed a role" 

th.it had bo<'n largely ceremonial into a 

f«Kti:o'n of powf.r ih.it h'.'lped to reshape' 

th" P.o.man Catholic hierarchy in Arner- 

:cn and in ur.derscfjrc the church's teach- 

ir./" '.n yKial )u.stice 

• P-.'.* years I hav-' '>.T.t in th;s iireat 

.••.':n!r.- have ^y•<.'h happy nr.«'S. " Arch 

t ;• : ' P J.Ki.Jt sa:d •"A h:!'^'l re^rr! havjr:?'. 

th" Unilt'^l "^'iWi^. at^t'- i h.ivr 

dr-* ;5:v v.r.str-.ful .to i'^.p^ John Paul U for* 
/r.ir.K me t^Jf- opf)<;nunity to st-rvc the * 

f huff n . in h'T <in/(r.i;^ c!ij!npu'(.' -Ailh al! ^ , — , : ^- 

ihV-rvliy:fins<)fthc'A<)fi<i ■ d!** of differrnci*s tx?,t,ween bishops, as 

[li<hf>p "Thomas Kfliy. ^^'hcral '^'icre; ' ■ • ....... ...i ...... .l^.:. 

,\ry iii 'th«' N.it:J?rvii.('"r!f"rt'rH »•"'>( f'iKh^^- 
.i' (■{: vh..p'." ^;ik1 ih:if ihr Archhr hup h.i«l j 
' ' :l ' h ■ r i'd '}:*'. ■« '"-J r c h. ' • ' ' • ♦ • r / 1 
'■'if', \i:''s\'\'*M:A*v' A.».> f'/; :i • 
'.r.WYiii.ili-. i.n r«**';«'rv.<'.i<) ir:rm ' 
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8' SCA.V!>N4V1A»« STOW- 
AGE. WALl ?t»R Of} OAK 



To'fii I tmrt 

Archbishop Jean Jadot 



I vvhen they divide^ over iKe: re«;u!.ts the 
fir'.t fs itii.'n.i: church consultnt joh oh 'Mh. 
I'CmI ,:'.sui'r. in and when IV.r"' John 

' F'.iul, vi';!!*^! !h'' t •f::ti:Hi Stati-'^ iri.l^rO' ;ipd 
; ',i'v»-r.il hi'-lv;:p'- 1. i<mplatr'.*yl tr.i.l he .vfcii^ 
^..Oflt l»'.!»-pifi>M'> ihi-ir vw'ws^ 
- S'.rt^"" ' .i:lii<iK<:" h.ivi* critici;'-.*! th^*' 
.Af r l-.f .--.'j'tp' Uyt ."-'•l.-it. !h«-y v i-'a «>! .i, 
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avy plans to seek 
remains of 9 fliers 



The Na\> '6 proud cradinon is tD 
aitf care of its own. But sometunes 
;}\c process needs some prodding 
4nd a brUe influence in. high places. 

Forry >«Ars after his brother and 
cigh: others died in the crash of a 
Navy plane in Canada — and 27 
years after the u-reckage was four*d 
— Rav-raond H. Sweniek has finaiiy 
fucceeded in his determinabon id 
haw the victuns* remains brought 
borne for proper burial. 

"it's been a very painsiaicmg ex- 
penence. but also very* rewarding." 
Mr. Sv^entek, a Washir4gtDn resident 
and a former oavai aviator, said yes- 
tEFday 

Kis patience had just been re- 
warded by a telephone call from an 
aide of yet another ex-Navy pilot — 
Vice President George Bush, to 
whom Mr. Sv^ntek had v*Tinen a few 
n«ks a^o A Bush aide told Mr 
Sv^ntek the NaN-y had reversed a 
1986 decision and will send a team to 
recover the skeletal remains from 
the wreckage of a Navy P-2V Nep- 
tune bomber thai crashed N(r:. 4. 
1945 dunng an ice storm on Vancou 
ver Island, Canada. . 

The phone caiJ was the culmina- 
tion of a 16-year effort by Mr Swen- 
tex and relatives of Lhe other fberb. 



knou I ^pcai; for alj Lhe fa^Tiiiies and 
next of kin. because we know tne^/ re 
fuialiv coming home." said Swen- 
;ck. 62 "They've nex-er had 4 proper 
bunai because they u^re lerr IvTTig 
abou: there m the vvTeckage of tiie 
aircraft." 

Mr Sweniek's older brother. Ed- 
ward, was a 25-yeaj-oid NaN^- lieu- 
tenant when his plane crashed on a 
routine flight. According to Mr. 
Swcntek. a wiiig de-icer failed, ice 
buiit up and the plane crashed mto a 
snow-covered, inacnve volcano 3.000 
feet abovie sea le\«l near the headwa- 
ters of the Cy-per Rivtr 

The wreckage lay undiscovered 
until 1961, when a helicopter pilot 
spotted it. The next of kin wereni 
notified by the Sa\y until a year 
Later. Mr S weniek said 

A year after that, he said, a Navy 
search teani visited the site, dug a 
l-fbot hole for the remaining bones 
and placed a metal plaque on the 
makeshif: grave. 

Using the Freedom of Informa- 
Don Ac: to obtain Na\'y documents 
cn the case. Mr Swentek Fradually 
pieced together the Na\->-'s aiishan- 

Once a Navy team visited the 
crash site, removed a flight suit 
from a set of remains and left the 
bones under a rock, he said. On an- 



c*ihcr ir.-,> ihc aircrufr s ai.iicieier 
was rec<>vered.- 

To press .their cas<f for recovirry: 
and reb'jr.al. a j^roup/jf the crash 
vicivns' rcvjnves fcntcJ L'-.e.rinirs' 
^ RcrrwaiTo ir.iemmen: fj-idowrr.ei^i. 

But aiitir r.umeruus appeals tii the 
Ppnr«t'.-^n, tr-'^r-.VAvy 5.e*re[.-i.ry 
ionr. Lehman ir. 19^6 vetoed a pLdn. 
to send a recovery team, on grounds 
that the Na%-%- beij«f\ttl.t^iecrasii.site 
was maccessible. 

That same yzss, Mr. Sweniek and 
his wife. Betsy, went to Vancouver 
and rented a heiiccpier that took/ 
Lhem to the crash scene. They recov- 
ered some bones L'lat were later 
idenof led as those of two crewmen 
by a Smithsonian Insntuaon anthro- 
pologist. 

Last month Mr. Swentek wrote a 
letter to Mr. Bush explaming how 
the^' had reached the crasn area 
easily and recovered some remauis. 

-We were told by Nav7 that, the 
place wasnl accessible; in faa they . 
had no good raoonale as m why it 
was inaccessible" Mr. Sw^ntek said. 
"My wu'e and 1 went there and 1 
think that made them look less than ■ 
manly" 

Bush spokesman Stephen Han 
said Lhe vice president forwarded 
Mr. Swentek s reqtiest to reopen the 
case to Na-.T Secretary William L 
Baiini. 

"V^'hile I can't draw a causal Imk 
between the letter and the outcome, 
there was obviously some action to 
review L^e case, and Mr Swentek's 
informanon (that recovery was pos- . 
sible] runied our m be true." Mr. Han 
said. 
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Sto of 1948 i <y ' . \, 
plane crash )- '^JUOQinaL* . . , 



Mr. Ball approved the buhai mis- • 
sion Hiesday. acpording to Cmdr. . 
Jeff Zakem, a spokesman for the sec- 
retary 

"The secretary has reviewed the. 
* case and granted approval for a re- 
covery mission," said Cmdr! Zakem, 
adding that the team must wait until 
the snow melts next July or August 
to begin the recovery operaoon. The 
remams that are idenafied after lab- 
oraioo' analysis in Hawaii will be 
buned m Arlin^on Naoonal Cem6- , 
tery. 

IAt. Swentek said he was greatly 
relieved by the decision and planned 
to take pan m the recovery mission, 
although his efforts since 1972 have, 
"me! with resistance all the wayf' 
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TV Report Revives Debate 
CK er Italian Jet's 1980 Crash 



By Jennifer Pannelee 

^pmii to rW ^AVuAfTor hsM 



ROME. Nov. 2— A report broad- 
cast last mght on Italian state-run 
teievisioh about an airliner that 
went dowm mystenously over the 
Me<i]terranean m 1980, killing aU 
SI persons aboard, haa revived a- 
piosjye allegations that it waa. shot 
covn by a misaite from a NATO 
member country. 

: The prograni catapulted, the 5es>* 

Siwve e;ght-year-6id case back onto 
t:<iay'3 rront pages, touching off re- 
tewed charges of a miiitary cover**jp 
and caJa ir. Parliament for the trutn, 
£l2al>/, about vy hy Lhe plane crashed. 

Torughx. Prime Minister Cinaco 
De Nliu. responcling to the charges, 
ordered vDeien^e/ Vurastef Vaiend 
Zanooe to provide him .with/the lat- 
est facts' on one of Iiahr's worst air 



. disasters and convoked a Cabmet 
meeting for Friday on the subjecL 

Investigators have long sus- 
pected that a missiJe struck Itavia 
Flight 870 on the warm summer 
mght of June 27, 1980. But who 
tired the missile and why have re- 
maiaed unar^wered quesuooa. 

One popular theory has beeti that 
Itakan* of other allied, rnihtary 
planes were shooting at an intrudmg 
Liby-an MiG21 fighter jet whose 
wreckage and dead pilot were found 
on a mouniains'de in Calabna three 
. ' weeks after the liavia crash— in still. 

But this latest report by tele- 

visioo.. quoting LL'gely. '^'^jumed 
. sources ciose to LSe conti/^uing u>-' 

vesuj^atjoa. said that an air-to-air 
. rrikvslie apparently intended for. a" 

moving practice target known as a. 

.drone rriay have hit the aviUao PC,9 
' instead. 



the s-ources pomted to the tact 
that two fragments of a drone were 
found near the crash site in the Tyr- 
rhenian Sea off the Sicilian island of .. 
Ustica. On one of the fragments, 
they said, were found markings' 
from ths American Beech Aircraft 
Corp.. which suppbed the Italian 
miiitary with such targets. Identi-, 
fying markings oo the other frag- 
ment. they said, appear to have 
been erased.- 

In addition, the TV report sakl. a 
ferry passenger on the day after the . 
crash photographed a loog, torpedo- 
. shaped object floating near where 
the plane: went down. But it sank 
before it coukl be recovered, . ac* 
cording to the report. 

Both Italian and NATO officials 
today reiterated longstanding de- 
nials that there was. any military 
exercise going on in the area on Lhe ', 
night of the disaster. I taiy" 3 De- 
fense Mimstry said the last targ« 
practice' involving such., drones 
ended five months before the crash. 

But one radar: statipo, opexit^ig 
out of Rome's Ciampmo n^^ 
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airport, reportedly noted. ^intensive' 
mibtary activity^ in the regxxi oa 
the njght of the craah. Other radai 
evidence about the night's, aetai 
activity reniains secreL 

Invesugating magistrate Vtttnno 
Bucareili said today that he is still 
awaiting expert opiniona on the 
cauae of the crash from a Britiab 
team of soentific investigators, who 
have examined pieces of the 
wrecked DC9 and its flight recorder 
data, before, reaching any cocidu- 
siona. He said there was 'nothing 
neV about the latest findings. 

Lawyers representing families erf 
the crash vKrjns have maintained 
fcr years that the PC9 w-as mistak- 
enJy shot down by fighter jets from 
an Italian base.. 

In an editorial. ^i)e natiobal iie«^ 
paper La. RepubbLtca charged that 
"nilitary chiefs at the tunie, partk> 
•ulariT those; at; the (.Vlirustrjr of) 
Aerortautics. kneyif what the . truci 
facts were. But for. weeks, mootbs, 
years they have cpvicrtd. up. denf- 
ihg deta4s't})at.npw apticarJtQ dif- 
ferent lighL* : 




THE DEPUTV SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
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His Excellency Rinaldo. Petfignani 
Ambassador E. and P. 
Embassy of Italy 
1601 Fuller St. , N.W. 
Washington, DC 20009 

Dear. Mr. Ambassador: 

Persuant to your request of 27 December 1988, we agiin 
checked into whether any U.S. military aircraft or ships were^^^^^^ v , 
operating in the designated areas on 27 June 1980, and whether 
we have any information from the radar systems of. U.S.. ecjuipmfeirit - 
operating in or near the area. 

All Military Commanders in the area have been queried , in - 
response to your Aide Memoire of 27 December 1988 and all infor- 
mation available indicates that the United States did not hav?? ' 
ships or aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the time of 
the DC-9 crash. Since there were no U.S. aircraft or: vessels 
operating in the zone as defined in your Aide Memoire. or in other 
areas sufficiently close as to allow radar monitoring of the zone 
where the incident occurred, there is no information that can be 
provided from U.S. radar systems. 

I hope that this information is beneficial to the Investigating 
commission. If I can be of any further help on this issue., please. - 
let me know. - 



Sincerely, 



Williaun H. Taft, IV 




ITALIA 



IL GIALLO Dl USTICA 



Unastrage 
a stelle e strisce 



dl Pier Vittorto Buffa 



Furono i caccia americani della Saratoga ad abbattere per 
sbaglio il Dc 9 deiritavia. A questa ricostruzione 
inedita sono arrivati i piloti italiani di base a Trapani 



Aeroporto militare di Trapa- 
ni, 28 giugno 1980. Sono le 
11 di sera e da poco piii di 
mezz'ora si ha la ceriezza che il Dc 
9 deiritavia, in volo da Bologna a 
Palermo, e precipilalo. Era scom- 
parso dagli schermi radar alle 
20,59, mafino aile 22,34, ora in cui 
sarebbe terminata la sua autono- 
mia di volo, si sono continuate a 
nutrire speranze. I soccorsi sono 

gia scatlati: gli aerei antisommergi- 
ili Breguel -Atlantic decollano da 
Sigbhella e cosi elicotteri apposiia- 
menie attrezzati. Pescherecci e ira- 
ghelli in navigazione a sud di Pon- 
za vengono messi in allarme; Tin- 
crocialore Andrea Doria coordina 
le operazioni di soccorso. . 

E' in quel momento che nclla 
sala operazioni della base militare 
di Trapani arriva una telcfonata di 



un alto uniciale, un gcnerale di 
squadra aerea. Risponde un pilota 
che quella sera era in servizio di 
"scramble", cioe pronto a partire 
entro cinque minuti con i caccia 
mtercetton F 104 per bioccare qua- 
lunque inirusione nel nostro spazio 
aereo. II tono del generale, dalPal- 
tro capo del filo, e particolarmente 
irritato. Chiede al pilota: «Perche 
non siete partiti?». 11 giovane ufTi- 
ciale e sorpreso: partiii per dove? 
Per fare cosa? Su ordine di chi? Dal 
gcnerale non arrivano risposte, e 
quando la telefonata si interrompe, 
bruscamente com'era cominciata, i 
piloti parlano tra loro, vogliono 
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Due Mtg libict entrano nel 
nostro spazto aereo da sud 
e vengono avvistati dalla 
rete radar americana 





capire cosa c successo, a cosa si 
nferiva esattamente quel generale. 
Cosi si informano presso colleghi di 
altn reparti, radaristi, ufTiciali di 
siato maggiore: alia fine di questo 
minuzioso lavoro di ricostruzione, i 
piloti di Trapani sanno con esattez- 
za quel che e successo nel cielo di 
Ustica quel 28 giugno, come e siato 
abbattuto il Dc 9 deiritavia con a 
bordo 81 persone. Una verita che 
scotta talmente da non poter essere 
divulgata ncmmeno in modo indi- 
retto, ma che negli anni passa di 
bocca fidata in bocca fidata. 

Oggi "L'Espresso ' e in grado di 
rifenre i principali risultati di quel- 
la che, in sintesi, chiameremo da 
questo momento T "inchiesta di 
Trapani": un ipotesi drammatica 
che solleva nuovi interrogativi. 

La sera del 28 gli operatori 
radar americani (la flotta Usa 
^ era stata in massima allerta 
fino a poche ore prima perche nel 
Mediterraneo aveva volato TAir 
Force One, con a bordo il presiden- 
te Usa Jimmy Carter) avevano dato 
Tallarme. Grazic agli aefei Awacs 
avevano individuato due caccia che 
avevano violato. il nostro spazio 
aereo da sud, volando sul mare, a 
occidente della Sicilia. Rotta pro- 
babile: verso Napoli o Roma. Data 
la presenza davanii alle cosie paric- 
nopee della portaerci statunitensc 
Saratoga, la siiuazidne era di mas- 
simo pericoio e richicdeva un inicr- 
vento immediaio degli inierceitori. 
Per questo eli americani ihformaro- 
no subitb deiravvislamc.nio il Roc i 
di Martinafranca, il ceniro opcrati- ! 
vo ai quale fanno capA uaic Ic ' 
operazioni dclla nusira. Acronauii-^ . 
ca sul frontc siid. * T 
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L!Esprcssb !y.f:f ifBRAK) ife^^ 



Le saime det 
passeggeri del 
Dc 9 vengono . 
recuperate 
dopQ ia 

tragedia de| 23 
giugno 1980 . 



Un Tomcat F 
14 ingaggia 
II 

combattl- 
mentocon 
uno del due Mig che per 
difendersi si nasconde 
sotto II Dc 9 deiritavia 

TOMCAT 



II Roc di Marlinafranca, pcro, 
non da rallarme alia base piii vici- 
na alia zona dove sono stati segna- 
lali gli intrusi, cioe Trapani. Cosi 
dopo un'altra sollccitazione che ri- 
marte senza esilo (in reaita a Trapa- 
ni non arrivo nessun allarme) gli 
americani decidono di fare da soli. 

Due Tomcat F 14 della portaerei 
Saratoga decollano per intercetiare 
i due aerei. Gli amencarti (lo hanno 
dimosiraio anche receniemcnie ab- 
battendo due Mig al largo delle 
coste libiche) hanno "regole d'in- 
gaggio" mollo precise: se T'aereo da 
mlercettare e in **asselto di atiac- 
co" devono aprire il fuoco. 

L' ;1nchiesla di Trapani", che si 
avvale anche di informazioni rac- 
colie confidenzialmente da piloti 
americani. ricostruisce la batlaglia. 
di quel 28 giugno con prccisione. 
Gli F 14 entrano rapidamenie in 
contaito con i caccia avvcrsari: so- 
no due Mig 23 libici che. secohdp Ic 
rceole delTaviuzione americana. as- 
sumonc un incquivocabile "assetio 
-di:.aiiiicco" 1. piloti -svaiuniiensi 



ingaggiano jl combaltimcnto. Un 
Mig rlesce a sganciarsi mentrc Tal- 
iror che ha ai comandi Ezzedin 
Kaal, uno dei piu famosi c prcpara- 
li piloti di Gheddafi. vola verso sud 
e ha II caccia americuiio clie lu 
insegue a ovest, cioe sulla sua drit- 
ta. Forse senza nemmeno 
accorgersene, ii libico sia 



IMIG 



percorrendo nella sua fuga 
una rolta parallela e poco. 
distanie.dalla Ambra 13, Tae- 
rovia riservala ai iel civili che 
iinisce la verticafe di Ponza 
airaeroporto di Palermo 
Punla Raisi. Ed e proprio I'Ambra 
13 che gli off re quello che, sul 
momento, gli appare come il mi- 
glior modo per direndersi dai missi- 
n delTamcricano. Davanti a lui. 
pressappoco a "ore una"; cioe da- 
vanti a destra. vede la.sagoma di un 
aereo civile: c ii Dc 9 dell'ltavia in 
vole da Bologna a Palermo. <'he 
viaggia con due ore di ntardo sui- 
rorario previ!>io. Meiiondomi soiio 
di lui. dcvc aver pensaio il libvco. 



impediro airamcriciino di lanciarr 
il suo Sparrow: il Tisghio^'di coipire" 
queiraereo di finca sarebbe iroppo 
elevato: E cosi fa. : 

Ma in quella manciata di secohdi. 
ic vusc prccipiiano. li pilula aiiievi ■ , 
cano cne, probabilmente, nori ha 
avvistato il Dc, 9 
perche conceiilra- 
to sul suo faersa--. 
glio, da inizio alia 
manovra d'altacco viraridp verso, 
est e sganciando il missile con testae 
ta a guida infrarossa (che si lascia 
cioe guidare sulle fonti di. calpr^^^ 
Quando si accorge della prcscnza 
del Dc 9 e della manovra del Mi^ 
che va a nascondersi sptto di lui. e; 
troppo tardi: il missile pfosegue la 
sua corsa inseguendo la foiite .di 
calore piu potente, cioe quella del 
Dc 9, ed esplodcndo in prossimita 
del muso delr aereo. 

E' la tragedia. Sul Mig piovorip 
rottami del Dc 9 che lo danncgRia- 
no seriamentc menire Taereo deTri- 
tavia precipila, senza piu nessun 
conirollo, nelle acque di Usiica. 
Uno scenario che corrisporidc qua- 
si alia perfezione con le cpnclusioni 
dei pcnti («il Dc 9 e stato abballuto 
da un missi!e»J e con Ic registrazio- 
ni del radar di Ciaimpino 
analizzate dairespeirto a- 
mericano John Maciduil. 



Vi si iilevano; irifatti, delle iracce (il 
Mig libico) che vanno a spvrappor- 
si con quelle del Dc 9 e la trace* a di 
un oggetto non idenlificato <<che .si 
comportava come un caccia)>. (il 
caccia americano) che prima del- 
Tincidente vira verso est. Poi, dopo 
I'esplosione, la traccia «di uno o 
piu ogeetti volanti che iraversano 
I'arca^del disasiro ad alta velociia» 
(ii caccia americano e il Mig). 



L'Espressd l-M r.HBRAIO, !'»<y 
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11 piloiii aniL\''ic;iho. pfobabil- 
incmc soiio'chpi: per I 'abbauim 
10 dciracrco civile., riniuncia a inse- 
guirc il. Mig. n ijbiCQ. rcsosi cento 
uci uanni ripoiioli dai, Suo Lu^Lia, 
punia; verso sud-csi: forse. per icn- 
tarc un aiterraggib' d'emergenza in 
Calabria. Ma finisce per schiantarsi 
sui Monti della Sila con i serbaloi 
di carburante vuoii, bucati dai roi- 
tamidel Dc 9/ . :V / 

II relilto verra trovato solo dope 
una vcniina di giorni, il |8 luglio. E 
per evitarc ogni cbllcgamento ira i 
due episckli sarebberp: stati addiril- 
tura I nostri servizi segrcti (allora 
dirclli dal gisncfale piduista Giu- 
seppe Santoviio) a organizzare uh 
incidente simulato. Un caccia parii- 
to da Pratica di Mare, vicino Ro- 
ma, avrebbc finto di cadere dielro 
un costone della Sila per poi rial- 
zarsi in volo appena fuori daila 
vista degli abitanii di Caslelsilano. 
«A quantp ho potuto ;consiatare», 
ha raccontato ai carabinicri un abi- 
tante della zona, il pastore Giusep- 
pe Piccolo, «prima chc Taerco rag- 
giungesse il cosione del fondo Ritri 
(dove e stato rilrovatd il Mig; ndr.) 
viaggiava normalmentc. Ma quan- 
dq ha rag^i'^nro Hefto cojsione ha 
virato di colpo riuscendo a evitare 
rimpatlo». E che raerco non sia 
caduio il 18 luglio lo aitesla anche 
Tautopsia efTetiuata su Ezzedin 
Kaal: «E' mortp da almeno quindi- 
ci giorni», hanno scrilto i medici. 

B j| '*inchiesta di Trapani": par- 
1^-^. lita da c^ueila telcfonata che 
aveva I'intento di scaricare 
sui piloli deiraeroporio siciliano le 
indecisioni dellp siato maggiore.' 
finisce qui. E* la verita segreia; 
deirAerohautica sulla tragedia di 
Usiica ed e compalibile, :come ab- 
biamo visto, con le principali circo- 
stanze sin qui acceriaie da magi- 
sirati e periti. 

Se questa che viene da Trapani e 
anche la "verita asspiula" della sira- 
ge di Ustica\ dovra. accertarlo; la 
magisiratura. Ci trovcremrnp di 
fronte a uno dci "misieri'* piu gravi 
neila storia della Repubblica: vcrtici 
militari inelti; cbpNeriura delle re- 
sponsabiliia siatuniiensi; depisiag- 
gio doloso sujla divcrsa vcrsione... 
costruiia. per ij Mig caduto in. Sila: " 
inancala .crjlaborii£i6nc' con la giu- \ 
. sh7ja. ^>.spp•i*iiMito^ rt i^^^ m per i ; 
quail atKOra si atlcnde tiiuslizia. ' i 



TALKING POINTS FOR .CQL NAAB 



UPDATE ON USTICA AIR , DISASTER 



• Aitib Petrignani of . Italy met with CJCS on 27 March 89 regarding 
the ongoing investigation into the June 19 8 o; crash of an ITAYIA 
DC-9 near the island of Ustica in the Tyrrhene ?*-n. Sea.; 

• — Position Paper prepared for CJCS meeting: is' attkched^^^^^^ 

• Petrignani stressed that Italy needs more definite infdm^tio-rt 
from the US in order to offset current press reporting and 
speculation regarding possible US involvement, in the incide^^ 

— He left CJCS a copy (Attached) of an aidermeioire which was ■ 
, sent to DSD Taft last week. It asks for more- detail t^^ 

the Italians requested in a previous aide^niemoire irt Deq 88 . 

OASD/ISP has the action and is contemiplating h6w to handle 

•■ ^ ^ it. ■ ■ ■ , : ; \ '. • ■.-:>.;-' 

• CJCS agreed only to discuss the matter with DSD Taft. Taft owes 
: the. answer to Petr'ignani, however, Joint Staff will be involved 

in helping to prepare the response. . ,1 1'' J 

In anticipation of an OSD tasker, EURDIV AO is obtaining , • 
permission from CJSC Staff Group to fax a copy of the ■ ' 

aide-memoire to SHAPE and EUCOM and retransmit it verbatim to 
USDAO and ODC Rome. • . 



Prepared by: Gary C. LaGassey, Major, USAF 
EURDIV, J-5 

Ext 49434/TPGL0409/28 March 89 
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ACTION SUMMARY 



1.^^.; ( Purpose > Request USCINCEUR provide additionail. info^^ the* 



Ustica'air crash. 



2. (U) Discussion , 



a. On 27 March 89, Italian Ambassador Petrignani visited CJCS. He 
left a copy of an Aide Memoire* which he had sent to Deputy SecretarY of 
Defense Taftort 23 March 89. It requested the US prbvid^ m^^ 
information about the 27 June 80 crash of an ZTAVtA DC"-$ in the;^^ ■ ■ ■ 
Tyrrhenian;' Sea. ■ ■ ■ ■ • . ■: v: V-^^^^^^^^^^^ 

b. (U) This was Aiob Petrignani 's second formal request:-f or ihfora 
about the incident. His first** was staffed by OSD! ahd the Joint Staf 
DSD Taft^s response*** specifically addressed the questions posed in^^t^ 
.request.. • 

c - (U) : In recent weeks, Italian investigfative authorities have 
evidence that a missile (type unknown) caused the airliner rto crash. As 
a result, new allegations pointing the finger at Italian Air Force (or 
other air force) involvement have surfaced. GOT has extended the 
investigation and Minister of Defense Zanone feels additional US 
information would be helpful.. 

d. (U) To properly prepare a response to the second Aide M^^ iJoint 
Staff needs ^updated information fr6m;;USCINC5UR^; Proposed. miBsgageS^ 
Enclpsures A and B infortt CINCEUR of the requirement to provide -V; 
additional information and give his staff the necessary details, to work 
the problem. Enclosure B also informs CINCUSNAVEUR and US DAG Rome of the 
status of "the- :inqu:iry. ■ A- ' ■] 



.^ ACTION OFFIClER . 

Gary LaGassey 
Major, USAF 

<j i\w V , J D , 
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^'P^CCtTs - ■ ■- Pf^^'OUS EDITIOBS OF ms FORM ARE OBSOIETE . ^^^^^^X^^S^a^ ^ ^ 

'' ■ ■~^'^\^'-"^:o AJOU.90 ~" 



3. (l;) Recommendations . 

a, (U) CJCS sign proposed batkchannel message at Encidsure A to CINCEUF 

b. (U) DJS sign proposed message at Enclosure B to USCINCEUR/ECDC* 
4- (U) Without attachments, this Form 136 is CONFIDENTIAL. . 

Attachments • 

References:. 

^Italian Ambassador memorandum, 23 March 1989 with Aide MemQire " 
. **Italian Aide Memoire, 27 December 1988 

***Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum, 24 January 1989 
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INNEDIATE . 
0 0114472 APR 89 

FN JOIMT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//OJS// 
TO USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN 6E//EC0C// 
INFO CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON ill , 
USOAO RCNE IT 



ZYUV RUEKJCS6267 0911447 



USOOCOSOirTH NAPLES IT 



C 0 N F I 0 E H T I A L 

Si)8J: ITALIAN REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 
USTICA AIR CRASH (U) 

1. (C) ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE US PETRIGNANI VISITED CJCS ON 
21 MAR 89 AND LEFT HIM A COPY OF AN AIDE-MEMOIRE THAT HE HAD SENT 
TO DEPSECOEF TAFT ON 23 MAR 89. THE AIDEHIEMOIRE. QUOTED VERBATIM 
BELOW. REQUESTS THE US PROVIDE AOOITIOIAL INFORMATION CQMERNING 
THE JUN 80 USTICA OC-9 CRASH.. 

QUOTE. WITHIN THE FRAMEVDRK OF THE HAL IAN (GOVERNMENTAL 
INVESTIGATION ON THE DOWNING ON JUNE 27. 1980. IN THE CENTRAL . 
TYRRHENIAN SEA (BETWEEN THE ISLANDS OF PONZA AND USTICA) OF AN 
ITAVIA OC-9 FLYING BET^EN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO. THE ITALIAN 
AUTHORITIES HAVE ASKED FOR THE COOPERATION OF US AUTHORITIES IN 
ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

PURSUAMT TO A REQUEST MADE ON DECEMBER 27. 1988. BY THE 
AMBASSADOR OF ITALY. THE DEPUTY SECRnARY OF DEFENSE ALREADY 
PROVIDED THE AMBASSADOR OF ITALY - THROUGH HIS LEHER OF JANUARY . 
24. 1989 - INFORMATION ON THE MATTER. WHICH HAS BEEN HELPFUL TO 
THE HALIAN GOVERNMENTAL INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE. 

THE HALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD NOW APPRECIATE THE FURTHER 
COOPERATION OF THE U.S. AUTHORITIES IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE AOOHIONAL 
AND DETAILED INFORMATION ON SOME POINTS CRUCIAL FOR THE CONCLUSION 
OF THE INVESTIGATION. THEY ARE. IN PARTICULAR. INTERESTED IN 
KNOWING <ANO THEY WOULD APPRECIATE THE MOST DETAILED ELEMENTS IN 
THIS REGARD): 

A) WHETHER ANY US AIRCRAFT - HAVING TAKEN OFF EHHER FROM 
SARATOGA OR'FRCM ANY OTHER U.S. SHIP STATIONED IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA OR FROM LAND BA5E5 • WERE AIRBORNE IN THE 
EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980 IN AREAS AND IM KtkiuuS Of TiME titn iiOT 
DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE ONES WHERE AND WEN THE USTICA INCIDEITT 
OCCURRED: 

B) WHHHER EITHER SARATOGA OR OTHER US SHIPS HAVE VOICE. 
RADAR OR OTHER RECORDINGS OF AIR TRAFFIC OF ANY KIND IN THE 
EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980 (SEVERAL ITALIAN NEWSPAPERS HAVE REPORTED 
THAT SUCH RECORDINGS DO INDEED EXIST AND. FURTHERMORE. THAT THEY 
MAY HAVE BEEN HANDED OVER TO THE ITALIAN JUDGE. ALTHOUGH THIS LAST 
DETAIL HAS ALREADY BEEN DENIED BY US AUTHORITIES); 

C) THE POSITION OF SARATOGA AND ALL THE SHIPS COMPRISED . 
IN OR RELATED TO ITS TASK FORCE IN THE EVENING OF JUNE 27. 19B0. 
ON THE ONE HAND. AND. ON THE OTHER HAND. THE POSHION OF ANY OTHER 
US SHIP (I.E. NOT PERTAINING TO THE SARATOGA TASK FORCE AND NOT 
LYING At ANCHOR IN THE ROADSTEAD OF THE NAPOLI HARBQR) IN THE. : 
NEDRERRANEAN SEA IN THE EVENING IN QUESTION. WASHINGTON. D.C. 
MARCH 23. 1989. END QUOTE. 

2. (C) THIS IS THE SECOND FOCMAL REQUEST FROM ANB PETRI6NANI FOR 
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRASH. HIS FIRST AIDE-MEMOIRE. 
PRESENTED TO DEPSECOEF TAFT ON 27 DEC 8B. WAS ANSWERED ON 24 JAN 
89. BOTH THE AIDE-MEMOIRE AND THE DEPSECOEF RESPONSE ARE QUOTED 
BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

A. (C) MB PHRIGNANI AIDE-MEMOIRE. 27 DEC 88. 

QUOTE WITHIN THE FRMEWRK OF THE INVESTIGATION ON THE 
DOWNING ON JUNE 27. 1980 IN THE CENTRAL TYRRHENIAN SEA OF AN 
ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETiffEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO. THE ITALIAN 
AUTHORITIES WOULD APPRECIATE THE COOPERATION OF U.S. AUTHORITIES 
IN ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

IN PARTICULAR THE ITALIAN AUTHORHIES WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF ^ 
ON THE EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980. IN THE MOMENTS PRECEDING AND 
FOLLOWING THE ACTUAL TIME OF THE INCIDENT. AND IN THE PRESUMED . ■ 
LOCATION OF THE SAME, I.E.: 

- IN THE PERIOD BETWEEN iS:4a A^S) 19:15 GMT OF. JUNE 27. 

- 1980: 

- IN THE SPACE BETWEEN LATITUDE NORTH 39' 30' AND 40* ■ 
30\ AND LONGITUDE EAST 12' 30- AND 13\30', 



ACTION jsm 

ifiFO' Oc!^(7) ojsai sjs(i) Docpivrir 



A) ANY U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT WAS FLYING IN THE AREA AND 
AT THE TIME INDICATEd; * 

B) AWr^ U.S. NAVAL SHIP WAS IN THE AREA AND AT THE TIME; 

INDICATED. 

THE ITALIAN; AUTHORITIES WOULD FURTHERMORE LIKE TO KNOW WHAT 
liiFumATION IS AVAkMU >ROM Tht kADAR SYSTEMS OF U.S. EQUIPMENT 
WHICH HAPPENED TO BE IN THE Z(ME kS DEFINED ABOVE OR IN OTHER . 
AREAS SUFFICIENTLY CL(SE AS TO ALLOW RADAR NONITORING OF THE ZOK. 
WHERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED. WASHINGTOl. D.C. DECEMBER 27. 1968... 
END QUOTE. 

B. (C) OEPSEOKF TAFT RESPOKe; 24 JAM 891 
QUOTE. DEAR MR. AMIASSAOOR: 

PURSUAMT TO YOUR REQUEST 0^*27 DECEMBER 19BB. WE AGAIN 
CHECKED INTO WHETHER ANY U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT OR SHIPS. WERE v 
OPERATING IN THE DESIGNATED AREAS ON 27 JURE 1980, AND WHCtHER WE 
HAVE ANY INFORMATION FRdM THE MOAR SYSTEMS OF tl^S. EQUIPMENT. 
OPERATING IN OR NEAR THE AREA. 

ALL MILITARY OSMMiDERS IN THE AREA HAVE BEEN QUERIED IN 
RESPONSE TO YOUR AIDE MDiOIRE OF 27 DECEMBEN 1918 tm ALL 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE INDICATES THAT THE UNltED STATES DID NOT 
HAVE SHIPS OR AIRCRAFT OPERATING, IN THE TYRRHENIAI SEA AT THE TINE 
OF m OC-9 CRASH. SINCE THERE WERE NO U.S. AIRCRAH ClR VESSELS 
OPERATING IN THE ZONE DEFINED IN YOUR AIDE MENDIRE OR IN OTHER 
AREAS SUFFICIEiTLY CLOS^ AS TO ALLOW RAOAR IttltiMliG OF THE ZONE 
WHERE THE INCiOEM tXCURlKD, THERE IS NO INFONMATiM THAT CAN Bt : 
PROVIDED FROM U.S. RADAR SYSTEMS. 

I HOPE THAT THfi INFORMATION IS BENEFICIAL TO THE 
INVESTIGATING COHISSION.: IF I CAN BE OF ANY FURTHER HELP ON THIS 
ISSUE PLEASE LEt ME lilW. SliCERELY. WIUIAN H. TAFT. IV. END 
QUOTE 

3. (C) THE MOST RECEIT AIDE-MtMOIRE EXPANDS THE SCOPE OF THE . 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE MOST COMPLETE 
RESPONSE POSSIBLE. REQUEST YOU CCNDUa ANOmR REVIEW OF THE 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE AND PICVIDE SPECIFIC RESPQKSES FOR SUBPARAS 
A THROUGH C OF AMB PEtRIGNANrS AIDE NENOIRE OF 23 MAR 89. ANY 
ADDITIONAL INFONNATION OR CtMlEVTS YOU HAVE THAT WILL ASSIST m 
HALIANS WOULD BE APPRECIATED. REQUEST YOUR RESPtMSE BY 4 APR 89. 
OECLOADRBT 
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USCINCEUR VAIHIN6EN 6E//ECDC// ' . 

; . INFO CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON ,U.K 

USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT " ■ " - ~ 

USDAO ROME IT • 
CO N F IDE N T I A L . ' , ' 

SUBJ: ITALIAN REflUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 

USTICA AIR CRASH {U} " - 

1. . {C> ITALIAN AflBASSADOR TO THE US PETRISNANI .VISITED CJCS ON 
27 MAR ai AND LEFT HIM A COPY OF AN AIDE-MEMOIRE THAT HE HAD SENT 
TO DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 53 MAR ai. THe' aIDE-MEMOIREi (3U0TED VERBATIM 
BELOUv REflUISTS THE US PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCE^RNINfi • 
THE, JUN. fiO USTICA DC-1 CRASH. 

flUOTE. WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENTAL 
INVESTIGATION ON THE DOUNING ON JUNE S7-. nSDi IN THE CENTRAL 
TYRRHENIAN SEA -CBETUEEN THE ISLANDS OF PONZA AND USTICA> OF AN ■ 
ITAVIA DC-'^ FLYING. BETWEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO. THE ITALIAN ^ - " 
AUTHORITIES .HAVE ASKED FOR THE COOPERATION OF US AUTHORITIES IN • 
ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. ' . . ; ^ 

CJCS/DJS/SJS/J-5/DOCDIV ' : •■" ' 

G- LAGASSEYi MAJ-. USAF . • \ -De lass 

EUROPEAN DIViJ-5/M iM3M \ ^ / 
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Da; ob V .'v 7- ^' ■ -PO- ..o.Q :;--cccc 

PURSUANT TO A RE(3UEST HADE ON DECEHBER 57-. nflB-. BY THE 
AMBASSADOR of" ITALyV THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ALREADY 
PROVIDED THE AMBASSADOR OF ITALY -. THROUGH HIS LETTER 'OF JANUARY 
EMVllaT* INFORMATION ON THE MATTER, WHICH HAS BEEN HELPFUL TO 
THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENTAL INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE.' 

THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD NOU APPRECIATE THE FURTHER 
COOPERATION OF THE U-S. AUTHOf^ITIES IN ORDER TO ACflUIRE. ADDITIONAL 
AND DETAILED INFORMATION ON SOME POINTS CRUCIAL FOR THE CONCLUSION 
OF THE INVESTIGATION. THEY ARE, IN PARTICULAR, INTERESTED IN 
KNOUING <AND THEY tdOULD APPRECIATE THE MOST DETAILED ELEMENTS IN 
THIS REGARD}: / 

; A}.UHETHER ANY US AIRCRAFT - HAVING TAKEN OFF EITHER FROM 
SAR^^TOGA OR FROM ANY OTHER U.S. SHIP STATIONED IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA OR FROM LAND BASES - UERE AIRBORNE, IN THE 
EVENING OF JUNE E7-. naO IN AREAS AND IN PERIODS OF TIME EVEN NOT ' 
DIRECTLY RELATED, TO THE ONES UHERE AND WHEN THE UStlCA INCiDENf ' 
;oCCURREDv '■■ ' ■\; ; ' y\ '-'^J, .^^ 

B } U H E t H E R E I T H E R, S A R A T 0 G A . 0 R OT H E R U S SHI PS". HA V E VQ I C E i ^ : 
RADAR OR. OTHER RECORDINGS OF AIR TRAFFIC OF ANY KIND IN THE;. 
E V EN ING OF JUNE S7, .11 fl 0 {SEVERAL ITALIAN NEIilSPAPE RS HAVE :R EPO R TED 



INIT: ': / JCSISC ALTERNATE MESSAGEFORM' 

■ . ■ ■ ' * CONFIDENTIAL * ' - 



■• ■ ■ * CONFIDENTIAL « ' .-'f - . . "~ 

03,, a b ; f 00. _ cccc . ■ ;.• . ■ -" . ._ 

THAT SUCH RECORDINGS DO INDEED EXIST AND-. FURTHERMOf^Ev THAT THEY 
'may HAVE been HANDED OVER TO THE ITALIAN JUDGEt ALTHOUGH THIS LXST 
DETAIL. HAS ALREADY. BEEN, DENIED BY US AUTHORITIES} V 

; C> THE POSITION OF SARATOGA AND ALL. THE SHIPS COMPRISED . 
IN OR RELATED TO ITS TASK FORCE IN THE EVENING OF JUNE 27V ITflDv?^ 
ON THE ONE HANDv AND-. ON THE OTHER HAND-. THE POSITION Op! ANY' OTHER 
US SHIP {I.E. NOT PERTAINING TO THE SARATOGA TASK FORCE AND NOT ' 
LYING AT ANCHOR IN THE ROADSTEAD OF THE NAPOLI HARBOR> IN THE^ " 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA IN THE EVENING IN QUESTION. / WASHINGTON, . D.C- " 
MA R C H 23 ^ l'\ a5 . . E N D (3 U 0 T E . 
5. -CO THIS IS THE SECOND FORMAL REQUEST FROM AMB PETRIGNANI. FOR 
I N F 0 R MA T 1 0 N- C 0 N C E RN IN G T H E C R A S H . ■ HIS F I R S T A I DE- M EMPIRE V ; 
PRESENTED TO DEPSECDEF. TAFT ON 27 DEC flfl-. UAS ANSUE.REP, ON 2M JAN V 
fli.' BOTH THE AIDE-MEMOIRE AND THE DEPSECDEF RESPONSE. ARE (3U0TED 
BELOU FOR YOUR INFORMATION. . '^'y 

"■■ A. -CO AMB PETRIGNANI AIDE-MtMOIRE-. 27 DEC flfl. '^^ : ' 

. • (3U0TE. WITHIN THE FRAMEUORK OF THE INVESTIGATION . ON THE ; \: 
DOWNING ON JUNE 27-. l=1fiD IN THE CENTRAL TYRRHENIAN SEA. OF >N^^^>^ 
ITAVIA DC-T FLYING BETWEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO-. THE ITALIAN^ 



INIT: 



JCSISC ALTERNATE MESSAGEFOR'M 



' * CONFID^TIAL * 



« CONFlMfflTIAL * 

. . **%***/********* : 

»UTHORimS «ULi APPRECIATE THE .OCPiRATION OF U-S. .UTHORITUS 
in; ACaUIRlNG ADDITIONAL INFORMATWN. 

: -a > 'in PARTICULAR THE ITALIAN WTHORITIES UOULD LIKE TO KNOU IF 
>0N THE ^VEtofi Of JUNE >7, l^W, IN THE PRECEDING AND 

:F,0LL0UIN6 THE ACTUAL TIHE Of THE INCIDENT, AND IN THf PRESUMED 
L 0 C ATION OF T H E SAME I • E ' 

. IN THE SPACE SETUEEN. LATITUDE NORTH 3V 3D' AND. 40 
}30.; AND L0N6ITUDE EAST 12' 30' AND 13' 30', 

, »T THE, TIME INDICATED V 

: ■ B> ANY U.S. NAVAL SHIP UAS IN THE AREA AND AT THE TIME 

• INDICATE]). , , 

: ■ THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WULD FURTHERMORE L«E TO KNOW UHAT 

■CiNFbRMATION IS AVAILABLE fROM THE RADAR SYSTEMS OF U.S. EQUIPMENT 
i ,„icH HAPPENED TO BE IN THE ZONE AS DEFINED ABOVE OR' IN OTHER 

• ^ .REAS .SUFFICIE.TLr CLOSE AS TO ALLOU RADAR MONITORING OF THE, ZONE 
:; iHERE^THE, INCIDENT OCCURREDr UASHW^ «""BER =7, 

. END fjyOtE- . . • 



-^i -"^^^ . ■V; jcsiSC ALTERNATE MESSAGEFORn 



'i:S,^:ui'Z^^ ■.■•.;.;/• ^-oo '-'oo cccc _ - 

(3U0TE.. DEAR flR- AtlBASSADOR: 
^ '^^^^^^^^^^^ OF S7 DECEMBER liaa-. UE AGAIN _ , 

^^^^ > C LI-SV MILITARY AIRCRAFT OR SHIPS UERE 

: ' ipERATm ON 27 JUNE 1130. AND WHETHER UE - 

:HAVe!^ systems of U.S. EflUIPMENT 

- OPERATING I.N OR NEAR THE AREA- 

A COMMANDERS IN THE AREA HAVE BEEN (3UERIED.. IN rA '--':-:/--- ^ 

n^RESPONSE TO^ Y MEMOJRE Of 57 DECEMBER llflfi AND ALL f V^J : ^^^^ 

• IIJFORMATION AVAILABLE INDICATES THAT THE UNITED STATES ni^ NCif;: ^^ 
HAVE SHIPS OR AIRCRAFT OPERATING IN THE TYRRHENIAN SEA AT THE- TIME^;- ^^^^^^ 
■ Vof THE OC-T CRASH- SINCE THERE UERE NO U-S. AIRCRAFT OR VtSSjEtr^^;;;,^^ 

- OPERATING.,IN THE ZONE DEFINED IN YOUR AIDC MEMOIRE OR. IN OTHER; V^^^^^ 
AREAS SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOU RADAR MONITORING OF IHZ ZONE/ 

^tJHERE THE INCIDE:Nt ' OCCURRED, THERE IS NO INFORMATION THAT; CAN BE ,a - - 
PROVIDED FROM U.S. RADAR SYSTEMS". • • . ^ - > -^^^^^ 

; ' - ^ I HOPE ..THAT THIS INFORMATION IS BENEFICIAL TO THE; . V 
• 'investigating commission. . if lyCAN BE OF ANY FURTHER HELP^ON THIS / " r 
-ISSUE PLEASE LET ME,KN01il. SINCERELY, UILLIAM H. TAFT, IV. END 
i3U0TE. 
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* CONFIDfTN , lAL. 
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« CQNFIDpfflAL X 
* « X X « **t*t*t. 

'D;b;V\:Q^:: - ; ■ ' ,.:6o,.. . .oo ; . .cccc ■ 

3. r{C> THE Host RECENT AIDE-nEMOIRE .EXPANDS THE SCOPE" OF THE 
REMEST FOR INFORnATION. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE MOST COMPLETE 
RESPONSE POSSIBLE-. REflUEST YOU CONDUCT ANOTHER REVIEW OF THE 
INFORttATiON AVAILABLE AND PROVIDE SPECIFIC RESPONSES F.OR SUBPARAS 
A. THROUGH C OF AMB PETRIGNANI'S AIDE riEflOIRE OF 23 OAR fil. , ANY 

additional information or comments you have that will assist the 
italians would be appreciated. refluest your response" by 'm apr fl^. 

decl-.oadr; / ;. 



INI.T'; - M J - JCSISC, ALTERNATE. MESSAGEFORM 

' , * CONFID^TIAL.'* - ' - 




THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 




WASHINGTON OC. 20301 



t 4 JAN 19PQ 



His Excellency Rinaldo Petrignani 
Ambassador £. and P. 
Embassy of Italy 
1601 Fuller St. , N.W. 
Washington, DC 20009 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

Persuant to your request of 27 Decer.ber 1988, we again 
checked into whether any U.S. military aircraft or ships were 
operating in the designated areas on 27 June 1980, andi whether 
we have any information from the radar systems of U.S. equipment 
operating in or near the area. 

All Military Commanders in the area have been queried in 
response to your Aide Memoire of 27 December 1988 and all infor- 
mation available indicates that the United States did not have 
ships or aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the time of 
the DC-9 crash. Since there were no U.S. aircraft or vessels 
operating in the zone as defined in yt>ur Aide Memoire or in other 
areas sufficiently close as to allow radar monitoring of the zone 
where the incident occurred, there is no information that can be 
provided from U.S. radar systems. 

I hope that this information is beneficial to the investigating 
commission.* If I can be of any further help on this issue please 
let me know. 



Sincerely, 




William H. Taft, IV 
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INFORMATION 


Downing of Itavia DC-9 on 27 June 1980 (U) 


SEKy;CE ACTiua ncQucSTED 


VOTE { ) COORD ( )' INFO ( ) NONE ( ) 


RELaSE FOR VOTE 


j-DiR / V ojis ; / 



ACTION SUMMARY 



1. (U) Purpose . Provide a proposed response to Italian Ai&bad8a4pr* a 
request for information concerning the 1980 Ustica Air Craiih,^ ^ X 

2. (U) Discussion • 



a. On 
left a copy 
2.3 March 89 
the 27 June 



27 Miar 89, Italian Ambassador Petrignani visited CJCS. He 
of an aide memoire* which he had sent to DEPSECDEp Taft on 

It requested the US provide more detailed infopnatign about 
80 crash of an ITAVIA DC-9 in the Tyrirhenian Sea., 



b. (U) Subsequently, CJCS discussed the matter with DEPSEdDEF Taft and 
agreed to provide the information necessary for Taft to answer Petrignani 

c. (U) To obtain the information necessary for a cdmplet<9 respohse, DJS 
tasked** USCINCEUF. to review t-he. watter again and provide specif ip . . 
responses to the questions posed in the aide memoire. 

d. (U) ASD liShman requested*** DJS provide the information. Secretary 
Lehman's memorandxim was received in the Joint Staff on 4 April 89. 

e. (U) USCINCEUR comments**** were received on 5 April 89. Follow-up 
questions were posed by EURDIV AO to USCINCEUR POC, OSD/ISP (EUR) AO, and 
DOS Italy Desk Officer in order to prepare this correspondence. 

f. (U) DEPSECDEF Taft has left his position and his replacement has not 
been confirmed. Therefore, the enclosed CJCS memorandum forwards a 
proposed, memorandum for SECDEF to send to Amb Petrignani.; 



ACTIOH OFFICER 

G.C. LaGassey 
Major, USAF 
J- 5 EURDIV 
49434/Z29 , 
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\.DATE OF. PRiP^RliTipii; 


CLASSIFICATIOJi >* : 

. :'-'^\-:'cQNFip^iAt.-:v '••„-: :..r..... 


OEGiAs iMsmucnois 



OCT 88. 



PREVIOaS EpmOIIS OtTHIS FOjlli! AM M^^ fl^^/rt^5rf it!<^ i/' f\ X /» ^ 



g. (U) In addition to respdnding^t written questions ' 

posed in Amb Petrignani's aide memoir el, the proposed memorandum provides 
: a response to a' verbal question that he asked CJCS during' hisdf f ice - - 
meeting. The question concerned the location of then-Secretary of State 
MusVtp's. aircraft at the time zt the incident. DCS AO confinas thcit hie 
;V ' aircraft was on the ground in kuala Lumpur, Malaysia , at the time the 
DC-9 crashed. 

3. ■ (U) RecQitimendation . CJCS sign the enclosed memorandum, - 

Attachment 
References: 

* Italian Ambassador memorandum, 2 3 March 1989 with aide memoire 
** DJS 011447Z Mar 89 
*** AS D Lehman memorandum/ 29, March 1989, "Downing of Itavia DC-9 on 
27 June 1980" 
**** USCINCEUR/ECCS 041743Z Apr 89 




CONFIDENTIAL :: :>-^ ; r . . . 2:. 




OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

;/ ■ - tHE.joiNt CHIEFS prsTXFt:" ' '■■'./^i,. 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 2031 WOdi ' - 

IffiMORAKdUH^ FOR THE SECi^ 

Subjectr Downing of ITAVIA DC-9 on 27 June 1930 

USCiNCEtIR conducted another review of its recbrds in light of. ; 
Ambassador Petrignani's recent aide mempire.* Basedupon this hew 
review, the attached memorandum has. been prepared as a suggested 
response to Ambassador Petrignani< 




WILLIAM J . /CROWE/ JR. 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 



Atta.chmeht. 



Reference: 

* Italian Ambassador aide memoire/ 23 March. 1989 




THE SECRETARY OF DE^FENSE ; C^^^ 

washin<Ston. the district of ccL^iiMWr^^ 




His Excellency Rinaldo Petrignani ; : 

Ambassador E. and P. : : 

Embassy of Italy / /:'\:''-^ r -r ^ 

1601 Fuller St. , NW # 
Washington, DC 20009 ; 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: ; : 

Pursuant to your request of 23 March 1989 arid youi: of f ice 
call with the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff , on 27 March .13^^ 
.another review was conducted of US records for additional 
information that might be useful to the Government. -of: Italy ij^^^^ 
its ongoing investigation of the ITAVIA DC-9 crash oh \ 
27 June 1980. 

Headcniarters, US European Command, conducted a review of its 
records baccd cn the expanded questions in your 23 March 1989 
aide memoire. Details of the review are listed below. 

a. us Aircraft Airborne on 27 June 1980 . : 

. (1) us Navy historical record checks' document that 
the air wing embarked, in USS Saratoga flew twenty-one sorties ' 
from Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily on 27 June .1980. / The 
last aircraft landed at 1618 local time, well before; the reported 
2100 local; time Ustica^ air crash. Also, US Navy primary data ; 
files for air-td-air missile cartiage and expendituife:. document ; ^ 
zero captive flight or firing records for aircraf t scjuadrons o , 
USS Saratoga or any other squadron of the Sixth Fleet between the 
days of 26 June and 28 June 1980^ . : - ; : ^'^ ^ ^ ^^^^ 

(2) USAF records held at the 7555th Tactical ; 
Training Squadron at Decimomannu/ Sardinia, reveal that there \ 
were no US Navy flights out of Decimomannu oh '27 June 1980, nor ■ 
/was there any use of the Capo Frasca air-to-grouhd r^ 

date^ - The records- also indicate that daily flying 'opetations by : 
elements of Headquarters, US Air Forces in Europe, iCUSAF'Ey at 
Decimomannu were completed by 1700 hours local time^. Therefq^^^^ 
all US AFE aircraft were on the ground at the timg;^>f th^^ 




b . Voice, iRadar; or Other Recdr-dings .. ; Uq. ^■^^■^''^ 
radar recordings of air traf fic in the Tyrrhenian iSq^^^^^ th4 - 
evening of 27 June 1980 are cutrrexitli^ available. The J v 
n-rocedures in use at the tinie nalJed f nr . such r^cdr^ 
retained for only 24 hours/ unless, unusiiail circuinstguicfes 
required a longer period. The absence of records indicates 
that nothing abnormal was detected. 'Ships in port are re 

to shut down, radar, systems ; therefore, the majority of the / 
Sixth Fleet ships were not capable of monitoring traffic: in the 
areas where they were berthed. 

c. Position of SARATOGA and its. Task Force .; The 
Enclosure provides the positions of Sixth Fleet ships ;f or: the.: 
evening of 27 June 1980. The listing was extracted from the 
Sixth Fleet Employment Schedule, ships ^ deck logs> - and ; command 
histories obtained from the Naval Historical Center, r - : 

With regard to your verbal question to Admi'iral Crowe ^^^^^^^:^ 
concerning Italian press reports that allege thenrSecretary of ' 
State Muskie was flying in the area at: the time, the .Department; 
of State confirms that Mr. Muskie .was in Kuala Lumpurr:^^^^^. :. 
Malaysia, when the. incident occurred. He traveled from Ankara, 
Turkey, on 26 June, arriving in Kuala Lumpur at 0245 Italian : 
time on 27 June 1980. ^ : 

I hope that these comments frcn the final review of 
available US records are helpful to your government in settling 
thi^ investigation. 

Sincerely, . 



Enclosure: 
As stated 



ENCLOSURE 



SIXTH FLEET SHIP POSITIONS ON 27 JUKE 1980 -1 



SHIP 

saratoga 
dahlgren 
dale: 

D.B. BEARY 
BRISCOE 

.COMTE DE GRASSE 
STUMP 
HEWES 

MC DONNELL 

VREELAND 

PUGET SOUND 

PAWCATUCK 

GUADALCANAL 

NASHVILLE 

PENSACOLA 

LAMOURE COUNTY. 

BARNSTABLE, COUNTY 

AUSTIN 



SANTA BARBARA 



LOCATION 

Naples' (Anchorage) ■ ". •.■■.Vv^vV-' ' 

Naples (Moored Molp Angibifto) 
Aegean Sea (En route Athens) 
Aegean Sea (En route Athens) 
Athens -/ ' ■• '■^ "r^'-' 

Athens ■ -'■^ . .' 

Palma/ Spain 
Palna/ Spain 
. Palma, Spain 
Palma , Spain 
Palma, Spain 
Palma, Spain 

Carboneras , Spain (Training Anchorage) 
Carboneras , Spain (Training Anchorage) 
Carboneras, Spain (Training Anchorage) 
Carboneras , Spain ( Training Anchorage) 
Carboneras , Spain (Training Anchorage) 
Approx 38 13N, 005 17E, Westbound at 
271.900Z Based on 2710002 and 280600Z 
.positions. . 
Sousse, Tunisia 



Enclosure 



SHIP 



LOCATION 



MT BAKER 

SYLVANIA 
RIGEL 

CALOOSAHATCHEE 

KALAMAZOO 

RECOVERY 

NEOSHO 

6ILM0RE 

ORION 

SPADEFISH : 
LAPON : 
SEAHORSE . 
GREENLIN6 



Eastern Mediterranean (DepeLtted .Ha'ifa 
26 June, Arrived: Au^isfta' Bay "3,0 June) 
Malaga, Spain 
Malaga, Spain 

Aegean Sea (Departed Athens 26 June, 

Arrived Cagliari 30 June) • 

Villef ranche, France 

La Spezia 

Kalataata, Greece 

La Maddalena 

La Maddalena 

La Maddalena 

Central Mediterranean 

Central Mediterraftean 

Central Mediterranean 



NOTE :■ Only the SARATOGA , DAHLGREN , DALE , BRISCOE , 

COMTE DE GRASSE, STUMP, HEWES, AND VREELAND wSrd - 
surface-^to-air fflissile capable in 1980. 



2 
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ZYUW RUEItJCS8267 0911447 



USOOCOSCX/TH NAPLES IT 



CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJ: ITALIAN REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING . 
USTICA AIR CRASH (U) 

1. (C) ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE US PETRIGNANI VISHEO CJCS ON V 
27 MAR 89 AND LEFT HIM A COPY OF AN AIDE-MEMOIRE THAT HE HAD SENT 

TO OEPSECDEF TAFT ON 23 MAR 89. THE AIDE-MEMOIRE. QUOTED VERBATIM^. 
BELOM. REQUESTS THE US PROVIDE ADOITIOHAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE JUN 8d USTICA 6C-9 CRASH. 

: QUOTE. NITHIN THE FRAMEWORK Of THE ITALIAN GOVERWENTAL 
. INVESTIGATION ON THE DONNING ON JUNE 27. 1980. IN THE CENTRAL 
TYRRHENIAN SEA (BETVEEH THE ISLANDS OF PONZA AND USTICA) OF AN, 
ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETWEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO, THE ITALIAN 
AUTHORITIES HAVE ASIED FOR THE COOPERATION OF US AUTHORITIES IN : 
ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

PURSUANT TO A REQUEST MADE ON DECEWER 27, 1988, BY THE 
AMBASSADOR OF ITALY. THE OEPUH SECRHARY OF DEFENSE ALREADY 
PROVIDED THE AMBASSADOR OF ITALY r THROUGH HIS LETTER OF JANUARY 
24. 1989 - INFORMATION ON THE MAHER. VHICH HAS BEEN HELPFUL TO ' .[ 
THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENTAL INVESTIGATION COHIHEE. 

THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES mO NOW APPRECIATE THE FURTHER 
COOPERATION OF THE U.S. AUTHORITIES IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL 
AND DETAILED INFORMATION ON SOME POINTS CRUCIAL FOR THE CONCLUSION 
OF THE INVESTIGATION. THEY ARE, IN PARTICULAR. INTERESTED IN 
KNOWING (AND THEY WOULD APPRECIATE THE MCSST DETAILED ELEMENTS IN. 
THIS REGARD): 

A) WHETHER ANY US AIRCRAFT - HAVING TAKEN OFF EITHER FROM 
SARATOGA OR FROM ANY OTHER U.S. SHIP STATIONED IN THE 
NtJTTERHANFAN SEA 0» FROM lANO BASES - WERE AIRBORNE IN THE 
EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980 IN AREAS AND IN PERIODS OF TIME EVEN NOT 
DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE ONES WHERE AND WHEN THE USTICA INCIDEMT 
OCCURRED; 

B) WHETHER EHHER SARATOGA OR OTHER US SHIPS HAVE VOICE.. 
RADAR OR OTHER RECORDINGS OF AIR TRAFFIC OF ANY KINO IN THE 
EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980 (SEVERAL ITALIAN NEWSPAPERS HAVE REPORTED 
THAT SUCH RECORDINGS DO INDEED EXIST AND. FURTHERMORE, THAT THEY 
MAY HAVE BEEN HANDED OVER TO THE ITALIAN JUDGE. ALTHOUGH THIS LAST . 
DETAIL HAS ALREADY BEEN DENIED BY US AUTHORITIES): 

C) THE POSITION OF SARATOGA AND ALL THE SHIPS COMPRISED 
IN OR RELATED TO ITS TASK FORCE IN THE EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980. 
ON THE ONE HAND, AND. ON THE OTHER HAND. THE POSITION OF ANY OTHER 
US SHIP (I.E. NOT PERTAINING TO THE SARATOBA TASK FORCE. AND NOT 
LYING AT ANCHOR IN THE ROADSTEAD OF THE NAPOLI HARBOR) IN THE 
MEDHERRANEAN SEA IN THE EVENING IN QUESTION. WASHINGTON. D.C. 
MARCH 23, 1989. END QUOTE. 

2. (C) THIS IS THE SECOND FORMAL REQUEST FROM AMB PETRIGNANI FOR 
INFORMATION CONCERNING. THE CRASH. HIS FIRST AIDE-MEMOIRE. 
PRESENTED TO DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 27 DEC 88. WAS ANSWERED ON 24 JAN 
89. BOTH THE AIDE-MEMOIRE AND THE DEPSECDEF RESPONSE ARE QUOTED 
BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

A. (C) AMB PETRIGNANI AIDE-MEMOIRE. 27 DEC 88. 

QUOTE. WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE INVESTIGATION ON THE 
DONNING ON JUNE 27. 1980 IN THE CENTRAL TYRRHENIAN SEA OF AN 
ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETWEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO, THE ITALIAN . 
■ AUTHORITIES WOULD APPRECIATE THE COOPERATION OF U.S. AUTHORITIES 
IN ACQUIRING ADDITldNAL INFORMATION. 

IN PARTICULAR THE ITALIAN AUTHORHIES WOULD LIKE TO KNOi IF 
ON THE EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980. IN THE MOMENTS PRECEDING AND . - 
FOLLOWING THE ACTUAL TIME OF THE INCIDENT. AND IN THE PRESUMED ''v 
LXATION OF hit SiiME. I.E.: 

- IN THE PERIOD BETWEEN 18:45 AND 19:15 GMT OF JUNE 27, 

' 1980:" 

: . . IN THE SPACE BETWEEN LATITUDE NORTH 39* 30' AND 40' .. 

30'. AND LONGITUOEJAST 12' 30* AND 13* 30'. . ; . 



-A) ANY U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT WAS FLYING IN THE AREA AND' 
AT THE TINE INDICATED; 

B) ANY U.S. NAVAL SHIP WAS IN THE ARE* AND. AT THE TIME 

INDICATED. 

THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD FURTHERMORE LIKE TO ?NpW WAT 
INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE FROM. THE RAOAR SYSTEMS QF U.S. EgUJHMrin 
WHICH HAPPENED TO BE IN THE ZONE' A3 DEFINED. ABOVE OR IN OTHER 
AREAS SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOW R«iMR MdliTQRING OF THE Z0iE 
WHERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED. , WASHINGTON, D.C. DECEMBER 27. 1988. 
END QUOTE. 

B. (C) DEPSECdEF TAFT' RESPtlllSE . 24 JAN BS.' 
QUOTE. DEAR MR. AMBASSADOR: 

PURSUANT TO YOUR REQUEST OF 27 DECEMBER 1988. WE AGAIN : 
CHECKED INTO WEtHER ANY U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT OR SHIPS WERE • 
OPERATING IN THE DESIGNATED AREAS ON 27 JUNE 1980. AND NHETHER. WE 
HAVE ANY INFORMATION FROM THE RAOAR SYSTEMS OF U.S. EQUIPMENT 
OPERATING IN OR NEAR THE AREA. 

ALL MILITARY COMANDERS IN THE AREA HAVE BEEN QUERIED IN 
RESPONSE TO YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE Of 27 DECEMBER 198B AND ALL 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE INDICATES THAT THE UNITED STATES DID NOT 
HAVE SHIPS OR AIRCRAR OPERATING IN THE TYRRHENIM $EA AT THE TINE 
OF THE DC-9 CRASH. SINCE THERE WERE 10 U.S. AIRCRAH OR VESSELS 
OPERATING IN THE ZONE DEFINED IN YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OR IN OTHER 
AREAS SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOW RAOAR MQNnORING QF THE ZONE . 
WERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED. THERE IS MD INFORMATION THAT CAN BE 
PROVIDED FROM U.S. RADAR SYSTEMS. 

I HOPE THAT THIS INFOMTiON IS BENEFICIAL TO THE 
INVESTIGATING COMlSSION. IF I CAN BE Of ANY FURTHER HELP ON THIS 
ISSUE PLEASE LH ME KNOW. SINCERELY. WILLIAM H. TAFT. IV. END 
QIJOTE. 

3. (C) THE MOST RECEIT AIDE-MEMOIRE EXPANDS THE SCOPE OF THE 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE MOST COMPLETE 
RESPONSE POSSIBLE. REQUEST YOU CONDUCT ANOTHER REVIEW Of THE 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE AND PROVIDE SPECIFIC RESPONSES FOR SUBPARAS 
A THROUGH C OF AMB PETRIGNANrS AIDE MEMOIRE Of 2? MAR 89. ANY 
ADOniONAL INFORMATION OR COWENTS YOU HAVE THAT WILL ASSIST THE 
HALIANS WOULD BE APPRECIATED. REQUEST YOUR RESPONSE BY 4 APR 89. 
DECLOADRBT 
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iNteflNATIONA'u 
SECURITY POLICY 



MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR/ JOINT STAFF 

SUBJECT: Downing of Itavia DC-9 on 27 June 1980. 

On 2 3 March, Ambassador Petrignani sent an aide memoire to 
DepSecDef requesting inforiration supporting the investigation . -^^ ^ 
of the loss , of the Itavia DC-9 on . 27 June 1980 (attachq.d) ^ ' We:^ 
understand that the Chairman was given an identical .aide, rnemoice 
during. his meeting with the Ambassador on 27 March, ■ '. . •;/^^ 

: I would appreciate the Joint Staff's assistance in providingf' 
the requested information so that, the Deputy Secretary can reply. 
This information is requested by COB J^^pril . \ : 

/ 

. ... ■ ; r ■ .■■;/ 

Attachment 
as stated 





Ronald F. Lehman II 




4 Aorii: 1989 DISTRIBUTION B' PLUS ^ 

■ V ' ■ ■ ' • ■ J-5{5) \ : -. 

SECRETARY, JOINT STAFF DIRECT I VE:^v^ - 

■ • ■ on • .;• '.■ ^ ''^-y-^^^^ 

: • DOWNING OF ITAVIA DC-9 ON 27 JXJNE 1980^^ ; a 

1. The : attached is referred to J-5 for DJS reply;- : 

2. The suspense date for this action is 6 April 1989 ,;unle^s^ 
an extension is coordinated with the Secretary/ Joint Staff. * 

Joint Secretariat 






ASSISTANt SECRETARY OF DEFENS^E 
WASKINGtON, DC 20301-2600 

29 MAR m 

. . In reply refer to: 
1-51925/89 



INTERNATIONAL 
SeCURltY POLICY 



MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF . 

SUBJECT: Downing of itavia DC-9 on 27 June 19ff0 

On 23 March, Ambassador Petrignani sent an aide memolre to 
DepSecDef requesting information supporting the investigation • 
of the loss of the Itavia DC-9 on 27 June 1980 ( attached ). We 
understand that the Chairman was given an identical aide membire 
during his meeting with the Ambassador on 27 March. ' * 

I would appreciate, the Joint Staff's assistance in providing 
the requested information so that the Deputy Secretary can reply. 
This information is requested by COB J^-^pril. 




' Ronald F. Lehman II 
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ACTION SUMMARY 

1. (U) Purpose / iResponds to AMEMBASSY Roitte with proposed US coordinated 
reply for use in an "if asked" basis concerning the Ustica incident. 'IH-^^ 

2., (U) Discussion 

a. On 4 May 1989 the CJCS forwarded* a memoranduin to Secireitary of 
Defense suggesting a response to Italian Ambassador Petrignani's request 
for more detailed information about the 27 June 80 crash of an ITAVIA 
DC-9 in the Tyrrhenian Sea. Deputy Secretary of Defense Atwood's letter 
of May 15, 1989** informed the Italians of the whereabouts of US 
aircraft; the fact that there were no US voice, radar, or other 
recordings available from the day of the crash; and finally,, the position 
of the SARATOGA and its task force. That letter, which contains relevant 
unclac'^-i ^i<=»<i TTiforraation absolving US military assets of involvement in 

. the crash, has never been made public by the Italians. 

b. (U) Now the Italian Interparlisunentary Commission on Slaughter and 
Terrorism is again looking into the crash. A member of the Italian 
Defense Committee of the Chamber of Deputies has stated that the radar of 
the USS SARATOGA, anchored off the port of Naples the night of the Ustica 
incident, must have registered what happened. 




ACTION OFFICER 

M. L. Graves 
Lt Col, USAF 
J-5 EURDI^' 
49431/MG556 



COOROIRikTlOII/APPROVAL 



OFFICE 



J-5 



J-3 



LLC 



PAO 



MANlE a DATE 



J■glu.^^^iKLitLBuT 



i.£R. USAF 



EXTERSIOM 



5 7i>-7^ 



OFFKBi 



RARIE ft OATf 



EXTIRSmi 



SATE Of PREPARATION 



ClASSIFICATION 



^. FORM 



OECLASJNSTRUCTIONS 



\^ttacjiinent? 



References-;:-' : . ' ' ■ 
CM-i;907-85 • ..' 

nsD A twood letter/ 1.5 May 2'^«9 





OFFICE OF THE CHAIfllMAK I 

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF ^ 1- : 

WASHINGTON. b.C. 20319:0001 ^ ^ ^ , ^ ^ ' ' - * 

. •' 04 Mr^y^ 1239-' '/ 

MEMOjRANDUH FOR THE : SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
Subject: Downing' of ITAVIA DC-9 on 27 June 1980 

USCiNCEtJR conducted another review of its. records ^iri; ligfht of ^^^^ ^ 
Ambassador: Petrignani's recent aide memo ire •* Based, upoxi th 
review; the attached memorandum has been prepared as a suggested 
response to Anibassador Petrignani.. 




WILLIAM J -/CROWE, JR. 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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EB/tRA/AVP: JSGRAVATT:SAB ^iil>\ 

11/ofl/aa bM7-«i3m 

EB/TRA/AVP : DRSCHUARTZ 

EUR/UE:R$NYI>ER NTSB:RBENS0N-, AI-30 ^ 

FAA/AFS-3pD:JCnACIDULL Prt/RASA/lSP : COL. JREA^f 

SECDEF 1..^ ... 

inriEDIATE'" " ROME — - 




PRIORITY LONDON-, PARIS PRIORITY-. BONN PRIORITY n NAPirf'^RTORitY^^^ 
PALERnO PRIORITY-. BRUSSELS PRiORlTYr USNATO Pl?lORiTY:-.JliLAN^^. 



N/A ^671^^ S6£^f^6..: 

EAIR-. nOPS-. PREL-. IT 
THE U.S. AND THE USTICA AIR CRASH OF ITAVIA 

.DC-T. 

REF: ROME 2S2t7 

3.. THE DEPARTMENT HAS OBTAINED THE FOLLOUING INFORriATrON 
FROn THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD -CNTSB} AS 
A PARTIAL ANSWER TO REFTEL. \ 




2. IN ACCORDANCE WITH 6RAVATT/U00D TELECON-. JOSEPH 
PONTECORVO OF THE U.S. FEDERAL AVIATION ADniNlSTRATION 
<FAA>, THEN AT ROME-. WAS APPOINTED BY NTSB AS THE U-S. 
ACCREDITED REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE SUBJECT AIR CRASH. 
MR. PONTECORVO CAN NOU BE REACHED IN THE FLIGHT 
STANDARDS OFFICE OF FAA AT BRUSSELS. 



3. FOLLOUING THE CRASH-. AT THE REQUEST OF THE ITALIAN ! v 

GOVERNHENT JOHN C MACIDULL -CNOliI AT FAA HEADQUARTERS /f 

ON 2D2-2t7-«lt3=i>, THEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR, AIRCRAFT i' 

PERFORriANCE-, AT NTSB-. PASSED TO THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT j 

HIS ANALYSIS OF THE RADAR RECORDING tPARA. 3 OF REFTEL J. :1 

NO COPIES WERE. KEPT BY NTSB. AT THE TIME OF THE . :] 



FALKLANDS UAR-. MACIDULL'S REPORT WAS REVEALEIT iW DCTAlt - 
ON AN HOUR-LONG BBC PANORAHA PROGRAfl BY TOM nANGOlii). 
•CTHE PROGRAM WAS NOT SHOWN IN THE U.S. AND nAClJULL DOES 
; NOT KNOW HOU HIS REPORT UAS OBTAINED- > 

'''■■'■■'^ ^' - -OU JUNE 111 lW^ THE NTSB ASSISTED AN ITALlAN^^^ ^ ; 
DELEGATION IN THE READ-OUT OF THE ITAVIA DC-1'S t 
COCKPIT VOICE RECORDER-. WHICH HAD BEEN IN THE SEA FOR 
SEVEN YEARS BUT WAS IN GOOD CONDITION. THE TAPE READ 
AS IF EVERYTHING WAS NORMAL IN THE COCKPIT BUT THEN^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^^^^ ■ 
THERE CAME A SUDDEN END-. APPARENTLY INDICATING A 
COMPLETE ELECTRICAL FAILURE IN THE AIRCRAFT: 

S. NTSB IS TRYING TO REACH STEVEN LUND-. WHO^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^.^^ : - 

PARTICIPATED IN THE MCDONNELL-DOUGLAS INVESTIGATION.. VV :. -^^^^ 
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AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
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dLA487TMW SIGONELLA IT//CC/PM// 
USMISSION USNATO PRIORITY 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN 6E//ECPA0// 
SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 



PRidRITY ' im RUEHR0A1563 2861208 

P 131159Z OCT 89 ZNZl 
FM USIS ROME 

TO USINFO WASHOC PRIORITY 

• 40TAC6P AVIANO AB IT//CC/IN/PA// 
COMSIXTHFLT 

• COMSUBGRU EIGHT 
USMISSION GENFVA 
NSO -LA MADDALENA il 
AMCONSUL NAPLES 
NAVSUPPACT NAPLES IT 
PERSUPPACT NAPLES IT 
USNMR SHAPE BE 

. 16AF TORREJON AB SP//PA// • 
^ • AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
. JCS MASKOC 
7275AB6 SAN VITO DEI NORMANNI AS IT//PA// 
CTF SIX SEVEN 

CDRSEB VICEN2A IT//SAPA-SEB-XO// 
USASETAF VICENZA IT//AESE-GBI-CIT//5TH SUPCOM// 
USDEL NST GENEVA NAS SIGONELLA IT 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 ROME 21563 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - 00 NOT SERVICE" 
USIA FOR P/M 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-BOB HEATH . 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO - 
TORREJON FOR 16TH AF/PA 
VIENNA FOR USDEL . 

JOINT STAFF FOR J-5 LT. CL. LAGASSEY 
STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA 
USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW. P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, EU. 
P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEniA REACTION REPORT 
MEDIA REACTION REPORT - UllUbtH 13. im 

A. LEAD STORIES: ITALIAN PRESIDENT COSSIGA'S VISIT TO 
THE U.S.; THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN EAST GERMANY; NEW 
REVELATIONS ABOUT THE 1980 USTICA AIRCRASH. 

THIS REPORT WILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

1. ITALIAN PRESIDENT COSSIGA'S VISIT TO THE U.S. 

2. EAST GERMANY 

3. 1980 USTICA AIR CRASH 

B. TREATMENT 

1. ITALIAN PRESIDENT COSSIGA'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON . 

REPORTS ON PRESIDENT COSSIGA'S STATE VISIT TO THE U.S. 
DRAW UPON COSSIGA'S PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE CONCLUSION 
OF HIS MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON WITH PRESIDENT BUSH AND 
OTHER ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS. FOCUS IS ON THE 
ITALIAN PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS ABOUT THE OLIVEHI CASE. 
SEEN AS AN AHEMPT TO PLAY- IT DOWN IN THE FACE OF U.S. 
AND ITALIAN PRESS REPORTS TALKING OF A "CLOUDMN 
U.S. -ITALIAN RELATIONS. 



JOINT STAFF 

ACTION JStll (M) 
INFO CJCS(7) DJS:(1) J7(6) SHAPE LN0(2) USDP:PDISP(1) 
. USDP:DASDEUR(2) USDP:0SAA(4) USDP:ESN(1) USDP:VP(1) 

USDP:EOR P0L{1) US0P:.'!EG POL(i) USDP:NAT0POL(l) 
. VP-FRO(l) S030(:) 
+NATS CJS WASHINGTON DC 
+USEUCOM AIDES VAIHINGEN GE 
+COMJSOC FT BRAGG NC//J2// : 
" , +DIRAFMIC FT DETRICK MD//IS// i 
' . +USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL 
. . . +MAC INTEL CEN SCOH AFB IL//IN// 
; +FSTC INTEL OPS CHARLOnESVILLE VA; 
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(FRONT 



"COSSIGA: U.S. -ITALIAN RELATIONS ARE EXCELLENT" 
PAGE, CORRIERE OELLA SERA) 
"COSSIGA: 'THERE IS NO OLIVETTI CASE'" (FRONT PAGE, 
LEFTIST. INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA) 
"COSSIGA: 'LET'S FIGHT DRUGS. IN COOPERATION WITH 
EASTERN EUROPE'" /lA STAMPA) 

"COSSIGA: 'LET'S FIGHT TOGETHER AGAINST DRUGS'" (FRONT 
PAGE, IL MESSAGGERO) 

"BUSH: 'WE WILL RESOLVE THE OLIVETTI CASE TOGETHER'" 

(FRONT PAGE. IL SOLE-24 ORE) 

"OLIVEHI CASE TURNS INTO A STORM" (LEAD STORY. IL 

TEMPO) 

"COSSIGA: 'THE OLIVETTI CASE IS NOT DIVIDING US'" (IL 
RESTO DEL CARLINO) 

"THE OLIVEHI CASE DOES NOT SPOIL COSSIGA'S VISIT" (IL 

GIORNALE) 

COMMENTS: 

LEADING CENTRIST CORRIERE DELLA SERA REPORT FROM NEW 
YORK BY MASSIMO GAGGI: "THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES ARE 
TRYING TO PLAY DOWN THE OLIVEHI-USSR AFFAIR WHICH 
BT 

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 04 ROME 21563 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" 
USIA FOR P/M 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-BOB HEATH 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 
TORREJON FOR 16TH AF/PA 
VIENNA FOR USDEL 

JOINT STAFF FOR J-5 LT. CL. LAGASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM. INR, PA 

USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW. P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA. EU, 

P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A ' 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

BROKE UP DURING COSSIGA' VISIT. MEETING WITH 
JOURNALISTS YESTERDAY. COSSIGA ADMIHED THAT THE ISSUE 
OF 'STRATEGIC TECHNOLOGY SALES TO THE USSR WAS RAISED 
BY PRESIDENT BUSH DURING THE MEETING AT THE WHITE 
HOUSE. BUT ADDED THAT IT 'DOES NOT CONCERN 
U.S. -ITALIAN BILATERAL RELATIONS AND THAT IT IS NOT A " 
CONTENTIOUS ISSUE. . . ' AMERICANS. HOWEVER. . .MADE A 
POINT OF EMPHASIZING THAT THE CASE IS A SERIOUS ONE, 
PROBABLY MORE 

SERIOUS THAN THE TOSHIBA CASE, ACCORDING TO BUSH 
ADMINISTRATION SOURCES...." 

LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA REPORT FROM 
WASHINGTON: "ACCORDING TO COSSIGA. THE OLIVEHI CASE 
WAS CREATED BY MEDIA, THIRSTY FOR SENSATIONAL TITLES 
AT A TIME WHEN NO OTHER NEWS-MAKING EVENT 
CHARACTERIZED HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON... NO CLOUDS. 
ASSURED COSSIGA. ARE SPOILING THE 'VERY SPECIAL,' 
LONG-TIME ROME-WASHINGTON FRIENDSHIP. ..." 

LEADING ECONOMIC DAILY IL SOLE-24 ORE REPORT Y 
WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT MARIO PLATERO: "THE 'NDD 
COUPLE' OF ITALY'S FOREIGN POLICY -- A REASSURING AMD 
CAUTIOUS PRESIDENT COSSIGA, AND AN AGGRESSIVE AND 
STRAIGHT-FORWARD FOREIGN MINISTER OE MICHELIS - HAS 
ACHIEVED A VERY CLEAR GOAL IN WASHINGTON. I.E.. 
INFORMING THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION ABOUT THF NEW 
PRIORITIES OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT, AIMED AT 
. ASSIGNING TO OUR COUNTRY A PROMINENT ROLE IN EUROPE'S ; 
NEW CONFIGURATION..." 

ROME CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO REPORT FROM WASHINGTON: 
"'WE COULD MOT HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BETTER THAN THIS.* 
COMMENTED COSSIGA THE DAY AFTER THE. RECEPTION IN HIS "\ 
HONOR AT THE. WHITE HOiJSE.. . IN ANY EVENT, SAID. 
COSSIGA. 'NO DIFFERENCES Of A POLITICAL NATURE EX ISf 
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BETWEEN ITALY AND THE U.S. WHICH COULD AFFECT FUTURE 
INITIATIVES IN THE FIELD OF EAST-WEST RELATIONS*. .. .V 
CENTRIST LA STAMPA REPORT FROM WASHINGTON BY SPECIAL 
CORRESPONDENT PAOLO PATRUNO: "WE CAN SAY THAT 
COSSIGA'S STATE VISIT TO THE U.S. WAS CHARACTERIZED BY 
AN EXCELLENT ATMOSPHERE IN BILATERAL RELATIONS... THE 
TWO PRESIDENTS ESTABLISHED A FRIENDLY. PERSONAL 
RELATIONSHIP ./ . - 

BOLOGNA'S CENTER-RIGHT IL RESTO DEL CARLINO REPORT 
FROM WASHINGTON: "A SUCCESS. 'IT COULD NOT HAVE GONE 
BT 

UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF 04 ROME 21563 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" 
USIA FOR P/M 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-BOB HEATH 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAD 
TORRE JON FOR 16TH AF/PA 
VIENNA FOR USDEL 

JOINT STAFF FOR J-5 LT. CL. LAGASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM. INR. PA 

USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN. VOA NEWS/CA, EU. 

P/ROMERSTEIN 

. E.O. 12356: N/A 
SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

BEHER THAN THIS'... COSSIGA DID NOT HIDE HIS 
SATISFACTION ABOUT THE ATMOSPHERE AND THE RESULTS OF 
HIS TALKS WITH PRESIDENT BUSH AND OTHER TOP-LEVEL 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS... A FRIENDLY, BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIP WHICH WAS NOT SPOILED EVEN BY U.S. 
SUSPICION ABOUT THE POSSIBLE EXPORTS OF HIGH 
TECHNOLOGY TO THE USSR BY OLIVETTI. . 

LEADING CdNSERVATIVt IL GIORNALE: "THE CIA CONDUCTED 
INVESTIGATIONS. STATE DEPARTMEMT OFFICIALS PREPARED A 
DOSSIER, A U.S. UNDER SECRETARY IS ABOUT TO GO TO ROME 
TO ASK FOR CLARIFICATIONS. BUSH RAISED THE PROBLEM 
DURING THE MEETING IN THE OVAL OFFICE. YET FOR 
FRANCESCO COSSIGA THE 'OLIVEHI CASE IS NOT A 
CASE'.... U.S. -ITALIAN RELATIONS ARE STILL EXCELLENT 
EVEN THOUGH SOME DIFFERENCES EXIST. PRESIDENT 
COSSIGA, FOR EXAMPLE. ADMIHED 'DIFFERENCES' ON 
LIBYA... POSITIONS ARE DIFFERENT ALSO ON THE DRUG 
ISSUE. THE ITALIAN PRESIDENT SAID THAT 'THE BUSH PLAN 
IS VALID. BUT IS STRICTLY LINKED TO THE SITUATION IN 
THE U.S.. TO THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THAT NATION.' IN 
SHORT, 'IT IS NOT EXPORTABLE, EVEN THOUGH WE CANNOT 
LEAVE THE UNITED STATES ALONE IN ITS FIGHT AGAINST 
DRUGS'." 



"PERISHABLE INFORMATION— DO NOT SERVICE" 
USIA FOR P/M : ' ; 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-BOB HEATH \ 
. NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO V» •/ 

TORREJON FOR 16TH AF/PA • ' 
VIENNA FOR USDEL - 
.irvTMT STAFF FOR J-5 LT^ CLv'lACASSEY 
STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM. INR, PA 



USINFO FOR P/PRC. 
P/ROMERSTEIN 



P/FW, P/FN. VOA. NEWS/CA. EU. 



E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT. : . 

3. 1980 USTICA AIR CRASH " ^ V^^ ' -' . 

REPORTS ON ONGOING INVESTiGATiONS OF THE 1980 USTICA 
AIR CRASH LEAD WITH ITALIAN AIR FORCE CHIEF OF STAFF 
FRANCO PISANO'S TESTIMONY IN WHICH PISANO AFFIRMED 
THAT A "FRIENDLY" FIGHTER PLANE WAS FLYING CLOSE TO 
THE ITAVIA DC-9 THE DAY OF THE ACCIDENT. COMMENTATORS 
TALK OF A SENSATIONAL REVELATION WHICH COULD LEAD TO A 
TURNING POINT IN INVESTIGATIONS . 

. HEADLINES (FRONT PAGES): • - • ■ ' - 

"USTICA: THE GENERAL CHANGES HIS TRUTH" (CORRIERE 
DELLA SERA) 

"THE GENERAL CONFESSES: 'ANOTHER AIRPLANE WAS FLYING 
BEHIND THE OC-9'" (LEFTIST. INDEPENDEMT LA REPUBBLICA) 
"PISANO: A 'FRIENDLY' JET WAS FLYING CLOSE TO THE 
DC-9" (IL MESSAGGERO) 

"THERE WAS A FIGHTER PLANE (FRENCH?)" (IL TEMPO) 
"GHOST AIRPLANE SURFACES Ili THE. USTICA MYSTERY" (IL 
GIORNALE) LEWINSCHM BT 



2. EAST GERMANY 



HEADLINES: 

"'BILD': 'HONECKER IS GOING TO RESIGN' - HOPES AND 
DOUBTS IN BERLIN" (FRONT PAGE. CORRIERE DELLA SERA) 
"BERLIN LOOKING FOR HIS OWN GORBACHEV" (LEFTIST, 
INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA) 

"HONECKER 'S DAYS ARE NUMBERED" (LEAD STORY. LA STAMPA) 
"HONECKER TO RESIGN IN A WEEK?" (LEAD STORY, IL 
GIORNALE) - 
COMMENTS: 

FRONT-PAGE REPORT FROM BERLIN IN CENTRIST LA STAMPA: 
"THE EAST GERMAN POPULATION, ASTONISHED BY THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY LEADERSHIP'S SUDDEM ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
REQUESTS BY REFORMIST GROUPS, DID NOT REACT YESTERDAY 
TO THE UNEXPECTED OPENING. DOES THE DATE OF OCTOBER 
11 REALLY MARK THE BEGINNING OF PERESTROIKA. OR IS IT 
SIMPLY A TACTICAL MOVE. THE REPRESENTATIVES OF POPULAR 
MOVEMENTS WERE WONDERING YESTERDAY. . ,?" 
■BT . • ■ :• . : 

UNCLAS SECTION 04 OF 04 ROME 21563; 
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USOOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT 



C 0 N F l.U E N T I A L 

SUBJ: ITALIAN REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 
USTICA AIR CRASH (U) 

, 1. (C) ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE US PETRIGNAttI VISITED COCS ON 
27 MAR 89 AND LEFT HIM A COPY OF AN AIDE-MEMOIRE THAT HE HAD SENT 
TO DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 23 MAR 89. THE AIDE-MEMOIRE. QUOTED VERBATIM 
BELOV. REQUESTS THE US PROVIDE ADDHIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE JUN 80 USTICA DC-9 CRASH. 

QUOTE. VITHIN THE FRAMEVORK OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENTAL 

: INVESTIGATION ON THE DOMING ON JUNE 27. 1980. IN THE CENTRAL 
TYRRHENIAN SEA (BETVEEN THE ISLANDS OF PONZA AND USTICA) OF AN 
HAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETVEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO/ THE ITALIAN 
AUTHORHIES HAVE ASKED FOR THE COOPERATION OF US AUTHORITIES IN 
ACQUIRIMi ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

PURSUANT TO A REQUEST MADE ON DECEMBER 27, 1988. BY THE 
AMBASSADOR OF ITALY. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ALREADY 
PROVIDED THE AMBASSADOR OF ITALY - THROUGH HIS LEHER OF JANUARY 
24. 1989 - INFORMATION ON THE MAHER. VHICH HAS BEEN HELPFUL TO 
THE HALIAN GOVERNMENTAL INVESTIGATION COMMmEE. 

THE ITALIAN AUTHORHIES MOULD NOW APPRECIATE THE FURTHER 
COOPERATION OF THE U.S. AUTHORHIES IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE ADDHIONAL 
AND DETAILED INFORMATION ON SOME POINTS CRUCIAL FOR THE CONCLUSION 
OF THE INVESTIGATION. THEY ARE. IN PARTICULAR. INTERESTED IN 
XNONING (AND THEY MOULD APPRECIATE THE MOST DETAILED ELEMENTS IN 
THIS REGARD): 

A) WHETHER ANY US AIRCRAFT - HAVING TAKEN OFF EITHER FROM 
SARATOGA OR FROM ANY OTHER U.S. SHIP STATIONED IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA OR FROM LAND BASES - MERE AIRBORNE IN THE 
EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980 IN AREAS AND IN PERIODS OF TIME EVEN NOT 
DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE ONES WERE AND WHEN THE USTICA INCIOEMT 
OCCURRED; 

B) WHETHER EHHER SARATOGA OR OTHER US SHIPS HAVE VOICE. 
RADAR OR OTHER RECORDINGS OF AIR TRAFFIC OF ANY KINO IN THE 
EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980 (SEVERAL HALIAN NEWSPAPERS HAVE REPORTED 
THAT SUCH RECORDINGS DO IM)EED EXIST AND. FURTHERMORE. THAT THEY 
MAY HAVE BEEN HANDED OVER TO THE HALIAN JUDGE. ALTHOUGH THIS LAST 
DETAIL HAS ALREADY BEEN DENIED BY US AUTHORITIES); 

C) THE POSITION OF SARATOGA AND ALL THE SHIPS COMPRISED 
IN OR RELATED TO ITS TASK FORCE IN THE EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980. 
ON THE ONE HAND, AND. ON THE OTHER HAND. THE POSITION OF ANY OTHER 
US SHIP (I.E. NOT PERTAINING TO THE SARATOGA TASK FORCE AND NOT 
LYING AT ANCHOR IN THE ROADSTEAD OF THE NAPOLI HARBOR) IN THE 
MEDHERRANEAN SEA IN THE EVENING IN QUESTION. WASHINGTON. D.C. 
MARCH 23. 1989. END QUOTE. 

2. (C) THIS IS THE SECOND FORMAL REQUEST FROM AMB PETRIGNANI FOR 
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRASH. HIS FIRST AIDE-MEMOIRE. 
PRESENTED TO DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 27 DEC 88. WAS ANSWERED ON 24 JAN 
89. BOTH THE AIDE-MEMOIRE AND THE DEPSECDEF RESPONSE ARE QUOTED 
BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

A. (C) AMB PHRIGNANI AIDE-MEMOIRE. 27 DEC 88. 

QUOTE. WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE INVESTIGATION ON THE 
DOWNING ON JUNE 27. 1980 IN THE CENTRAL TYRRHENIAN SEA OF AN 
ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETVEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO. THE ITALIAN 
AUTHORITIES WOULD APPRECIATE THE COOPERATION OF U.S. AUTHORITIES 
IN ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

IN PARTICULAR THE ITALIAN AUTHORHIES WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF 
(M M EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980. IN THE MOMENTS PRECEDING AND 
FOLLOWING THE ACTUAL TIME OF THE INCIDENT. AND IN THE PRESUMED 
LOCATION OF THE SAME, I.E.: 

- IN THE PERIOD BETWEEN 1A:45 AND IQ-IS GMT OF JUNE 27. 

1980; 

- IN THE SPACE BETiiEEH LATITUDE NORTH 39' 30' AND 40' 
W, AND LONGITUDE EAST 12* 30* AND 13' 30'. 



A) ANY U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT WAS FLYING IN THE AREA AND' 
AT THE TIME INDICATED; 

B) ANY U.S. NAVAL. SHIP WAS IN THE AREA AND AT THE TIME 

INDICATED. 

THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD FURTHERMORE LIKE TO KNOW WHAT 
INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE FROM THE RADAR SYSTEMS OF U.S. EQUIPMENT 
WHICH HAPPENED TO BE IN THE im AS DEFINED ABOVE OR TN OTHER 
AREAb 5UrMCIENlLr CLOSE AS TO ALLOW RADAR NONITORING OF THE ZONE 
WHERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED. WASHINGTON. D.C. DECEMBER 27. 1988. 
END QUOTE. 

B. (C) DEPSECDEF TAFT RESPONSE. 24 JAN 89. . 
QUOTE. DEAR MR. A»ffiASSADOR: 

PURSUANT TO YOUR REQUEST OF 27 DECEMBER 1988. WE AGAIN 
CHECKED INTO WHETHER ANY U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT OR SHIPS WERE 
OPERATING IN THE DESIGNATED AREAS ON 27 JUNE 1980. AND WHETHER WE 
HAVE ANY INFORMATION FROM THE RADAR SYSTEMS OF U.S. EQUIPMENT 
OPERATING IN OR NEAR THE AREA. 

ALL MILITARY COMMANDERS IN THE AREA HAVE BEEN QUERIED IN 
RESPONSE TO YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OF 27 DECEMBER 1988 AND ALL 
INFORMATION AVAIUBLE IWICATES THAT THE UNITED STATES DID NOT 
HAVE SHIPS OR AIRCRAFT OPERATING IN THE TYRRHENIAN SEA AT THE TIME 
OF THE DC-9 CRASH. SINCE THERE WERE NO U.S. AIRCRAFT OR VESSELS 
OPERATING IN THE im DEFINED IN YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OR IN OTHER 
AREAS SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOW RADAR MONHORING OF THE ZONE 
WHERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED, THERE IS NO INFORMATION THAT CAN BE , 
PROVIDED FROM U.S. RADAR SYSTEMS. 

I HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS BENEFICIAL TO THE 
INVESTIGATING COMMISSION. IF I CAN BE OF ANY FURTHER HELP ON THIS 
ISSUE PLEASE LH ME KNOW. SINCERELY. WILLIAM H. TAFT. IV. END 
QUOTE. 

3. (C) THE MOST RECENT AIDE-MEMOIRE EXPANDS THE SCOPE OF THE 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE MOST COMPLETE 
RESPONSE POSSIBLE. REQUEST YOU CONDUCT ANOTHER REVIEW OF THE 
INFORMATION AVAIUBLE AND PROVIDE SPECIFIC RESPONSES FOR SUBPARAS 
A THROUGH C OF AMB PHRIGNANI'S AIDE MEMOIRE OF 23 MAR 89. ANY 
ADOniONAL INFORMATION OR COMMENTS YOU HAVE THAT WILL ASSIST THE 
ITALIANS WOULD BE APPRECIATED. RE(XJEST YOUR RESPONSE BY 4 APR 89. 
OECL OAOR BT 
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487TMW COHISO AS IT//PA// 
AMCC«3Ul FLORENCE 
AMCONSUL GENOA 
NSO LA MADOALENA IT 
AMCONSUL NAPLES 
NAVSUPPACT NAPLES IT 
PERSUPPACT NAPLES IT 
USNHR SHAPE BE 
16AF TORREJON AB SP//PA// 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
JCS WASHDC 



•PRIORITY 

P 2214S0Z MAR 89 ZNZl '- 
FM USIS ROME 

TO USINFO WASHDC PRIORITY 
. 40TACGP AVIANO AB IT//CC/IN/PA// 
COHSIXTHFLT 
COMSUBGK'J EIGHT 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL MILAN 
COMFAIRMED NAPLES IT 
• USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT 
AMCONSUL PALERMO 
OLA487TMW SIGONELLA IT//CC/PM// 
USMISSION USNATO PRIORITY 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECPAO// 
SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 
/ 7275ABG SAN VITO DEI NORMANNI AS IT//PA// 
CTF SIX SEVEN 

CDRSEB VICENZA IT//SAPA-SEB-XO// 

USASETAF VICENZA IT//AESE-GBI-CIT//5TH SUPCOM// 

USDEL.NST GENEVA NAS SIGONELLA IT 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 ROME 06153 



"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - 00 NOT SERVICE" 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 

NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLEHE " 

VIENNA FOR USDEL 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LA6ASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA 

USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN. VOA NEWS/CA, 

P/ROMERSTEIN - 



EU, 



E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 
MEDIA REACTION REPORT - MARCH 22, 1989 

A. LEAD STORIES: PCI CONGRESS IN ROME; CONTINUING 
COURT-ORDERED CHECK-UPS BY POLICE ON ABSENTEEISM IN 
GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES. 

- THIS REPORT WILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

- 1. THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION/U.S. SOCIETY 

- 2. ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR 

B. TREATMENT 

- 1. THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION/U.S. SOCIETY 

- LEAD U.S. ITEM IS POSSIBLE TOUGHER MEASURES BY THE 
BUSH ADMINISTRATION TO CURB DRUG-RELATED VIOLENCE IN 
WASHINGTON D.C., INCLUDING STRENGTHENED GUN CONTROL 
MEASURES AND THE USE OF FEDERAL TROOPS, ON A 
DIFFERENT SUBJECT, CORRIERE OELLA SERA COMMENTS ON THE 
APPOINTMENT OF LAWRENCE EAGLE6URGER AS DEPUTY 
SECRETARY OF STATE. 

-HEADLINES: 

- "BUSH SEEKS ANTI-CRIME CURE: 'LET'S SAVE 
WASHINGTON WITH THE ARMY IF NECESSARY'" (LEFTIST, 
INDEPENDENT LA :EPUBBLICA) 

JCS • 

ACTION J5i3i (U.K. 6. 7) 

INFO CJCS(5) DJS:(l) SJS(l) J3(4) NIOS(l) J7(6i 
• : ' QUAL CONTROL(l) J5-NUC/CHEM-J(1) J5-CT&S-J(1) 
. J5-MILSEC-J(1) j5-EURO-j(0) ASD:PA(1) USDP:ISA(1) 
- USDP:DSAA(4) USDP:VP(1) USDP:TNF(1) USDP:DTSA(1) 
\ NMIC(l) OIA(l) ■> . 

+OCSA WASHINGTON DC • . 
:+USEUCOM AIDES VAIHINGEN GE' 
; :+SAFE - • • 



.36 . 



- . -NIGHTTIME. IN THE CITY OF CRIME" (IL MESSAGGERO) 

- "'CRACK' STRIKES WASHINGTON AT ITS HEART" (IL 
TEMPO) 

- "VIOLENCE IN W.ASHINGTON:' BUSH WANTS THE ARMY" 
(IL GIORNALE) . 

- "WASHINGTON: THE MILITARY (MAY ALSO BE USED) 
AGAINST VIOLENT YOUTH'' (CainUfilGT PARTY OKGAN 
L'UNITA') 

- ■ COMMENTS: 

- ANNA GUAITA REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON IN ROME 
CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO: "WASHINGTON... RISKS 
COLLAPSING UNDER THE WEIGHT OF DRUGS. AND GEORGE BUSH 
BELIEVES THE TIME HAS COME TO PLAY HARDBALL. THE 
PRESIDENT IS CONSIDERING BRINGING IN THE NATIONAL 
GUARD TO PATROL THE STREETS OF AMERICA'S CAPITAL, AS 
WAS THE CASE DURING THE VIOLENT RACIAL REVOLTS OF 
1968 ." 

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 04 ROME 06153 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE- 
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 
TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 
VIENNA FOR USDEL 
JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 
STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM. INR, PA 
USINFO FOR P/PRC. P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, EU. 
P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT. .. 

- FNRICO FRANCESCHINI FROM WASHINGTON IN LEFTIST, 
INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA: "NO CURFEW FOR NOW... BUT 
THE NATIONAL GUARD. OR THE U.S. ARMY. COULD BE BROUGHT 
IN TO PATROL WASHINGTON AGAINST VIOLENCE AND 

DRUGS THE IDEA HAD BEEN CIRCULATING IN 

WASHINGTON FOR SOME DAYS, AND NOW THE PRESIDENT 
HIMSELF HAS MENTIONED IT. IF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
POLICE PROVES POWERLESS, BUSH TOLD HIS ASSISTANTS . 
ACCORDING TO THE NEW YORK TIMES, 'WE MUST CONSIDER 
DEPLOYING REGULAR MILITARY FORCES' IN ORDER TO RESTORE 
. ORDER OND SOCIAL PEACE... Q.," 

- "EA6LEBURGER BRINGS KISSINGER PHILOSOPHY BACK TO 
THE WHITE HOUSE" - GIANNI RIOTTA'S REPORT FROM NEW 
YORK IN LEADING CENTRIST CORRIERE DELLA SERA PREDICTS 
THAT BOTH EAGLEBURGER AND NSC ADVISOR SCOWCROFT WILL 
FOLLOW A "PRAGMATIC APPROACH." ANALYZING SPECIFIC . 
ISSUES. RIOTTA WRITES THAT "ON CENTRAL AMERICA. 
EAGLEBURGER SEEMS MORE CONCERNED ABOUT SOVIET 
INFLUENCE IN THE AREA THAN ABOUT THE 'PROCESS OF 
DEMOCRATIZATION- SO CLOSE TO THE HEART OF NOBEL PRIZE 
WINNER, PRESIDENT VIRIAS. LIKE KISSINGER. EAGLEBURGER 
IS CAUTIOUS ON 'THE END OF THE COLD WAR' AND SKEPTICAL 
ABOUT THE REAL INTENTIONS OF THE SOVIET LEADER.....". 

- 2. , ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR - - ' ''. 

' REPORTS BY U . S . -BASED CORRESPONDENTQ IN SOME 
NEWSPAPERS FOCUS ON REACTION IN THE U.S. TO THE 
OUTCOME OF THE SALVADORAN ELECTIONS. 

- "DISAPPOINTMENT . IN WASHINGTON OVER CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY'S DEFEAT" - ENRICO FRANCESCHINI 
WRITES FROM WASHINGTON IN LEFTIST. INDEPENDENT LA 
REPUBBLICA: "THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION MUST COME TO ' 

-GRIPS WITH THE VICTORY... OF THE ARENA RIGHTIST PARTY 
AND ITS PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE. ALFREDO . 
CRISTIANI.,... MANY PEOPLE IN WASHINGTON ARE 
CONCERNED THAT. CRISTIANI. ..MAY NOT'BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN 
THE LEADERSHIP OF HIS PARTY, BECOMING A SORT OF 
'PUPPET' OF ARENA'S REAL LEADER, ROBERTO D'AUBUISSON. 
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BELIEVED TO BE THE INSTIGATOR OF POLITICAL . 
ASSASSINATIONS AND COfjTINUING HUMAN RIGHTS^ 

VIOLATIONS FOR THE TIME BEING, THE WHITE HOUSE ' 

INTENDS TO GIVE CRISTIANI 'THE BENEFIT OF THE 
DOUBT' ... CONGRESS. HOWEVER, IS MORE SKEPTICAL, AND 
THERE HAVE BEEN PROPOSALS TO IMMEDIATELY. SUSPEND OR 

UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF 04 ROME 06153 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" 
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 
TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLEHE 
VIENNA FOR USDEL ■ . . 
JCS FOR J-5 MAJ, LAGASSEY 
/STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM. INR, PA 
USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW. P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, EU, ■ 
P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

HALVE U.S. AID TO EL SALVADOR UNTIL THE CRISTIANI 
GOVERWENT FULFILLS ITS PROMISE TO END DEATH SQUAD 
ABUSES....." 

- "AID TO EL SALVADOR A DILEMMA FOR BUSH" - 
UNSIGNED REPORT FROM WASHINGTON IN CENTRIST LA 
STAMPAr "CONGRESS AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT REACTED IN 
OPPOSITE WAYS TO THE RIGHTIST VICTORY IN THE 
SALVADORAN ELECTION, EVEN THOUGH BOTH ADMITTED THAT IT 
.POSES SERIOUS PROBLEMS FOR THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION. 
DEMOCRATIC CONGRESSMEN HAVE ASKED JM (THE SIZE) OF 
U.S. AID TO EL SALVADOR BE REVIEWED, CONVINCED AS THEY 
ARE THAT THE SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT WIIl NOT BE LED SO 
MUCH BY CRISTIANI AS BY D'AUBUISSON. . . THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN, REDMAN, PROMISED U.S. SUPPORT 
FOR ARENA 'PROVIDED THAT IT APPLIES DEMOCRATIC 
.PRINCIPLES AND RESPECTS HUMAN RIGHTS'... THi'S 
DIFFERENCE OF VIEWS. WHICH SEEMS LIKELY TO GROW. COULD 
HAVE NEGATIVE REPERCUSSIONS ON CENTRAL AMERICA AS A 
WHOLE " 



VIENNA FOR USDEL 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA . 

USINFO FOR P/PRC. P/FW, P/FN. VOA NEWS/CA. EU, 

P/ROMERSTEIN 



SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT"/ 

MESSAGGERO FEATURES FRONT-PAGE INTERVIEW WITH FORMER 
SECRETARY OF STATE EDMUND MUSKIE IN WHICH MUSKIE 
DENIES REPORTS THAT HE HE WAS FLYING FROM ANKARA TO 
LISBON ON. THE DAY OF THE USTICA INCIDENT. SEPARATE 
QUOTES ATTRIBUTED TO MUSKIE AND A STATE DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESPERSON (NANCY BACK) INDICATE THAT MUSKIE 
TRAVELLED EASTWARD FROM ANKARA (TO KUALA LUMPUR VIA 
INDIA) DURING THE PERIOD. IN (jUESTION. IL MESSAGGERO ' 
ACCOUNT ALSO STATES THAT BY THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT 
(JUNE 27, 1980). PRESIDENT CARTER HAD ALREADY LEFT 
LISBON FOR THE UNITED STATES. THE TIMING OF THE ABOVE 
TRAVEL WAS SPECULATED ON )N EARLIER ITALIAN PRESS 
ACCOUNTS OF THE USTICA TRAGEDY, ALLEGING THAt THE 
ITAVIA DC-9 WAS ERRONEOUSLY HIT BY FIGHTERS EITHER 
AHACKING OR DEFENDING A PLANE CARRYING A FOREIGN 
VIP. LEWINSOHN BT 



- A REPORT FROM SAN SALVADOR IN ROME CENTRIST IL 
TEMPO. BY SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT GIORGIO TORCHIA, IS 
HEADLINED. "EL SALVADOR AWAITING A SIGNAL FROM THE 
U.S." SUBHEAD: "THE SALVADORAN RIGHT. AFTER WINNING 
THE ELECTION. REALIZES THAT IT CANNOT DO WITHOUT VITAL 
U.S. ECONOMIC AND MILITARY AID." . 

C . OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

' U.S.-PLO DIALOGUE: LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA 
REPUBBLICA CARRIES REPORT FROM TUNIS PREVIEWING ' 
TODAY'S MEETING BETWEEN PLO REPRESENTATIVES AND U.S. . 
AMBASSADOR TO TUNIS, ROBERT PELLETREAU. ARTICLE SAYS 
THAT "ACCORDING TO PALESTINIAN SOURCES, THE MEETING 
THE FIRST OFFICIAL ONE SINCE THE INAUGURATION OF 
GEORGE BUSH - WAS REQUESTED BY THE UNITED 

STATES THE AGENDA OF THE MEETING HAS NOT BEEN 

REVEALED, BUT PALESTINIAN SOURCES INFORMED US THAT IT 
WILL FOCUS ON THREE MAIN ISSUEiS: THE DEFINITION OF 
'TERRORISM' BY THE PLO...; PROSPECTS FOR AN 
INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE FOR THE MIDDLE EAST; 
THE ISRAELI ATTITUDE OF POLITICAL INTRANSIGENCE AND" 
THE REPRESSION OF THE PALESTINIAN REVOLT IN THE 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES." 

V. 1980 USTICA AIR CRASH INQUIRY: ROME CENTRIST IL . . 

f un(:las section o4 of ^4 Some 06153 ' 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" 
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER . - 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 
TORREJON. FOR PA MAJ. GILLEnE . 
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AMCONSUL FLUHtNLt 
AMCONSUL GENOA 
NSO LA MADOALENA IT 
AMCONSUL NAPLES 
NAVSUPPACT NAPLES IT 
PERSUPPACT NAPLES IT 
USNMR SHAPE BE 
16AF TORREJON AS SP//PA// 
AHEHBASSY VIENNA 
JCSVASHDC 



PRIORITY ^ 
P 2il202Z MAR 89 ZNZl 

fm usis rome 

to ■ usinfo washdc priority 
,. 40tacgp aviano ab it//cc/in/pa// 
; comsixthflt 

com5u:g;?u eight 
- usmission geneva 

amembassy london 

amconsul milan 

comfairmed naples it 
. usdocosouth naples it 

amconsul palermo 
: 0la487tmw sigonella it//cc/pm// 
. usmission usnato priority 

uscinceur vaihingen ge//ecpao// 

secstate washdc priority 

7275ab6 san vito dei normanni as it//pa// 

gif six seven 

cdrseb vicenza it//sapa-seb-xd// 
' .usasetaf vicenza it//aese-6bi-cit//5th supcom// 
usdel nst geneva . nas sigonella it 

unclas; section 01 of 04 rome 06018 

^perishable information - 00 not service- 
geneva please pass to nst-terry shroeder 
navsuppact for pao 
torrejon for pa maj. gillette ' 
vienna for usdel 
jcs for j-5 maj. lagassey 
state for eur/we. eur/rpm. inr. pa 
usinfo for p/prc. p/fw. p/fn, voa news/ca. eu, 
p/romerstein. 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 
MEDIA REACTION REPORT - MARCH 21. 1989 

A. LEAD STORIES: COURT-ORDERED IMPROMP.TU CHECK-UPS BY 
POLICE ON EMPLOYEES '-UNJUSTIFIED ABSENCES FROM WORK IN 
SEVERAL GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES; PCr CONGRESS IN ROME; 
THE OUTCOME. OF EL SALVADOR'S PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. . 

■ " THIS REPORT WILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

-/l. ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR 

- 2. 1980 USTICA AIR CRASH INQUIRY 

B. TREATMENT ' ' ^ 

- 1. ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR 

- MEDIA GIVE PROMINENT ATTENTION TO THE OUTCOME OF 
THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR WITH 
COMMENTS ON THE ACCOMPANYING VIOLENCE AND 
INTIMIDATION. COMMENTATORS SPECULATE ON HOW THE 
RIGHTIST VICTORY WILL AFFECT U.S. -SALVADOR AN TIES. 

- HEADLINES: ; : ; 

- -THE RIGHT TRIUMPHS JN EL SALVADOR" (FRONT PAGE.- 
CORRIERE DELLA SERA) 

- -EL SALVADOR: THE RIGHT PREVAILS" (LEAD STORY. 
LA STAMPA) 

- -A BLOODY VICTORY IN EL SALVADOR- (LEFTIST. . : ' 
INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA) 

■'jcs ' . / • ;• 

ACTION J5(3) (M) 
-INFO'. SECDEF-N(l) CJCS(5) 0JS:(1) ASD:PA(1) US0P:ISA(1) 
^ USDP:DSAA(4) USDP:VP(1) USbP:TNF(l) USDP:0TSA(1) • 
■.: ■: NMIC(l) OIA(l) 

.. :K)CSA WASHINGTON DC . - . 
" -i-USEUCdM AIDES VAIHINGEN GE • . 
" v7 +SAFE." \ . . 'y- 
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• - "EXTREME RIGHT TRIUMPHS IN El SALVADOR" (FRONT "V^ 
PAGE. IL GIORNALE) 

- . "FEAR REWARDS EXTREME RIGHT iN'. EL SALVADOR" •: 
(FRONT PAGE. CC»1MUN 1ST PARTY ORGAN L'UNITA:) 

-•■•"COMMENTS: ■ ""^ ^ - -V' ' ■ .\ , ''^ / 

- "A NEW STRATEGY: CONSISTENCY AND FEWER DOLLARS" ■ 
:— ALBERTO PASOLINI ZANELLI COMMENTS IK AN EDITORIAL 

IN LEADING CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE: -THE UNITED , 
STATES IS. PARADOXICALLY, AMONG THE PRINCIPLE LOSERS ■ 
OF THE SALVADORAN ELECTION, ALONG WITH THE CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND THE MARXIST GUERRILLAS. THE 
WEEKS, OR BEHER, THE MONTHS PRECEDING THE ELECTION 
WERE IN FACT CHARACTERIZED BY A CONFUSED PERFORMANCf 
BY WASHINGTON'S DIPLOMATS/ WHO PLAYED A ROLE AS " 
AMBIGUOUS AS THAT PLAYED BY THE EL SALVADOR POLITICAL 
GROUPS. .ONE HAD THE IMPRESSION., AT TIMES. THAT \' 

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 04 ROME 06018 ' 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE"' 
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER ' 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE / ' y' 

VIENNA FOR USDEL 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM. INR, PA 

USINFO .FOR P/PRC. P/FW, P/FN. VOA NEWS/CA. EU. 

P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A ^ ^ . ■ 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

WASHINGTON'S INTERESTS WERE COINCIDING WITH THOSE OF 
SALVADORAN TERRORISTS AND MARXIST GUERRILLAS. THAT 
WA^NOT TRUE AND IS NOT TRUE, OF COURSE. BUT THE FACT 
REMAINS THAT WHEN THE GUERRILLAS... AT ONE POINT 
PROPOSED SUSPENDING THEIR THREATS AND THEIR VIOLENCE 
IN EXCHANGE FOR A POSTPONEMENT OF THE ELECTION, THE 
U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT WAS EVEN LESS FIRM THAN THE 
SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT IN REJECTING THE 
BLACKMAIL... GIVING THE IMPRESSION. AT TIMES, OF NOT - 
CONSIDERING IT INADMISSIBLE." , 

- . EDITORIAL CONCLUDES: "SALVADORAN ' 
ANTI-COMMUNISTS. . .HAVE NOW DECIDED TO TRY THEIR OWN 
STRATEGY RATHER THAN WASHINGTON'S, BY ELECTING A 
PRESIDENT FROM THE ARENA PARTY. THAT DOES NOT MEAN 
THAT THEY WILL SUCCEED. TO THE CONTRARY. IT IS ALMOST 
CERTAIN THAT THEY WILL PAY. AS A MINIMUM. THE PRICE OF 

"REDUCED FINANCIAL SUPPORT BY THE U.S. IT IS ALMOST 
CERTAIN THAT CONGRESS WILL CUT AID, BEGINNING WITH 
MILITARY AID. THE ELECTION OF. ALFREDO CRISTIANl SETS 
OFF AN EXPERIMENT- ON WHETHER MORE CONSISTENCY AND 
FEWER>0DOLLARS CAN YIELD BETTER RESULTS THAN THOSE 
ACHIEVED. IN TEN YEARS. WITH MANY DOLLARS. AND LIHLE 
CONSISTENCY." . 

- MIMMO CANDITO REPORTS FROM EL SALVADOR IN CENTRIST 
LA STAMPA: "A NEW PHASE IN THE CENTRAL AMERICAN 
CRISIS OPENS WITH CRISTIANI'S VICTORY"! THE UNITED 
STATES, WHICH FOR A LONG TIME HAS OPPOSED THE ARENA 
PARTY AND SUPPORTED OUARTE'S CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY, WILL HAVE TO REVIEW ITS STRATEGY IN THE LIGHT 
OF TH: NEW WULISf AND NATIONALISTIC TRENDS IN 
CENTRAL AMERICA. SUCH TRENDS CANNOT YET BE DESCRIBED 
AS ANTI-AMERICAN. BUT CERTAINLY ADD A NEW ELEMENT OF 
RISK TO PLANS FOR A POLITICAL STABILIZATION:...." .IN 
A SEPARATE REPORT. CANDITO WRITES: "CRISTIANl, BY - 
HARSHLY CRITICIZING THE CORRUPTION/WHICH CHARACTERIZED 
THE DUARTE GOVERNMENT. SUGGESTS A GOVERfWENT OF.. 
TECHNOCRATS, SOMEHOW ACCEPTABLE TO THE UNITED STATES. 
D'AUBUISSON WILL PROBABLY NOT BE PART OF W : 
GOVERNMENT, BUT HE .REMAINS; THE. PRESIDENT OF THt ARENA 
.PARTY. ITS FOUNDER AND. ITS MOST PRESTIGIOUS^ 
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REPRESENTATIVE...... . 

- "THE EL SALVADOR PARADOX* - AN EDITORIAL IN 
COMMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L'UNITA'. BY SAVERIO TUTINO: 
"TEN YEARS AFTER LOSING THE BATTLE OVER NICARAGUA. "THE 

uftlCLAS SECTIOfil 03 OF 04 nOHE 0601G 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" 
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO . - 
TORRE JON FOR PA MA J. GILLETTE 
.VIENNA FOR USDEL 
JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 
STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM. INR, PA 
USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW. P/FN, VGA NEWS/CA. EU. 
P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A ' 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

UNITED STATES RISKS LOSING THE ONE OVER EL SALVADOR AS 
WELL. THE FATE OF THE TWO COUNTRIES HAS DEPENDED IN 
THE LAST FEW YEARS ON JUST ONE POLICY, ALTERNATIVELY 
TRIED OUT BY WASHINGTON ON ONE OR THE OTHER IN ORDER 
TO TRY EMERGING FROM THE DEAD END OF THE 'BACKYARD' 

VIOLENCE " EDITORIAL CONCLUDES: "THE PARADOX IS 

REPRESENTED BY THE FACT THAT, IN THE NEAR FUTURE, THE 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY. THE REBELS AND THE UNITED 
STATES MAY FIND THEMSELVES NEGOTIATING TOGETHER WITH 
THE PARTY WHICH ASSASSINATED ARCHBISHOP ROMERO. THE 
PROPOSALS FOR A DIALOGUE MADE BY THE ARENA PARTY 
DURING THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN COULD TURN INTO A CLEARER 
DIALOGUE WITH THE OPPOSITION THAN THAT CONDUCTED BY 
DUARTE. WHO WAS DEPENDENT UPON A REAGAN VISION BASED 
ON AN EVIl EMPIRE TO BE ATTACKED AT ITS FARTHEST FLUNG 
OUTPOST. ONCE AGAIN, EVERYTHING ESSENTIALLY DEPENDS 
ON WASHINGTON. ON BUSH, WHO, SO FAR, HAS ONLY TALKED 
ABOUT NEW INTENTIONS. BUT HAS ALSO FAILED TO INDICATE 
A NEW POLICY FOR CENTRAL AMERICA AND ALL OTHER HOT 
SPOTS IN THE THIRD WORLD." 

- 2. 1980 USTICA AIR CRASH 

- MEDIA CONTINUE SPECULATION ON THE ORIGIN OF THE 
MISSILE THOUQHT BY OFFICIAL INVESTIGATORS TO HAVE . 
CAUSED THE USTICA ACCIDENT. ONE HYPOTHESIS PUT 
FORWARD IS THAT THE ITAVIA DC-9 WAS ERRONEOUSLY KIT BY 
FIGHTERS EITHER ATTACKING OR DEFENDING A PLANE 
CARRYING THEN-SECRETARY OF STATE MUSKIE. THEN 
REPORTEDLY TRAVELLING IN THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION). 

- HEADLINES: 

"PLANE WITH U.S. VIP ALONG DC-9 ROUTE" (CORRIERE 
DELLA SERA) 

- "USTICA: THERE WAS ANOTHER PLANE" (IL MESSAGGERO) 

- "USTICA: WAS A VIP THE TARGET OF THE MISSILE?" 
(COMMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L'UNITAM 

-.COMMENTS: 

^USTICA MASSACRE . STATE LIES" " GIORGIO BOCCA ' S 
EDITORIAL IN LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA: "THE 
SOLEMN PROMISES MADE BY ITALIAN OFFICIALS TO ASCERTAIN 
THE ORIGIN OF THE MISSILE. WHATEVER IT WAS. APPEAR 
RATHER MISGUIDED AND CONFUSED, SINCE THERE ARE ONLY 
THREE POSSIBLE SCENARIOS FOR THE USTICA ACCIDENT, NOW 
THAT WE HAVE ASCERTAINED THAT A MISSILE CAUSED IT: . 
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THE MISSILE WAS SHOT BY EITHER A LIBYAN, AN AMERICANO 
OR AN ITALIAN FIGHTER PLANE. IF THE FIRST HYPOTHESIS) 
IS TRUE, THE TRUTH WAS HIDDEN SINCE IT DID NOT SEEM ' 
ADVISABLE TO ITALIAN GOVERNMENT LEADERS TO OPEN A : 
MILITARY-DIPLOMATIC CONFLICT WITH LIBYA. IF THE " 
SECOND HYPOTHESIS IS TRUE, WE GAVE IN TO OUR ' - 
SUBORDINATE ROLE AS MILITARY ALLIES OF THE UNITED 
STATES. IF THE THIRD HYPOTHESIS" IS TRUE, AND THE 
COURAGE WAS LACKING TO ADMIT THAT AN ITALIANTFI6HTER " 
CAUSED THE DEATH OF 81 FELLOW CITIZENS, IT SEEMS 
UNLIKELY THAT EVIDENCE CAN NOW BE PROVIDED BY THE 
MILITARY AUTHORITIES, EVEN' IF SUCH EVIDENCE STILLO ' 
EXISTS." 

- ANDREA PURGATORI WRITES IN LEADING CENTRIST ' 
CORRIERE DELLA SERA: "WAS IT PERHAPS AN 'AIR FORCE' ; 
JET OF THE PRESIDENTIAL FLEET WITH EDMUND MUSKIE ON 
BOARD? WAS THE PLANE ESCORTED BY FIGHTER PLANES? • 
COULD THERE HAVE BEEN AN EFFORT BY. AN INTRUDING 
FIGHTER TO INTERCEPT THEM?" 

- ROME CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO: "ON THE NIGHT OF 
JUNE 27, 1980, A PLANE WITH A HIGH-LEVEL GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIAL WAS IN THE AIR AT THE SAME TIME AS THE ITAVIA 
DC-9 ... .. THE HYPOTHESIS THAT THE OC-9 FOUND ITSELF 
CAUGHT BY A POSSIBLE AGGRESSOR BECOMES MORE 
PLAUSIBLE.,... LEWIKSOHN BT . 
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SUBJEa: USIS RONE MEDIA REAaiON REPORT 
MEDIA REACIIOi REPORT - DECEMBER 1988 

A. LEAD STORIES: FAILED MILITARY REVOLT IN 
ARGENTINE: THE SOVIET PLANE HI JACKING; THE OUTCOME OF 
THE EC MEETING IN RHODES. 

- TODAY'S REPORT WILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

- 1. REAGAN/BUSH/GORBACHEV MEETING IN NEW YORK 

- 2. TRANSITION 

- 3. MIDDLE EAST 

4. 6ATT NEGOTIATIONS IN MONTREAL 

B. TREATMENT 

. • 1. REAGAN/BUSH/GORBACHEV MEETING IN NEW YORK 

- SCENESEHERS ON GORBACHEVS VISIT TO NEW YORK 
SUGGEST EXPECTATION FOR POSSIBLE NEW PROPOSALS OR 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SOVIET LEADER. HIGHLIGHT THE 
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AGENDA OF THE VISIT AND OESCIIIBE THE" ATMOSPHERE IN NEW 

YORK, .' '\ ■ • -f' 

HEADLINES: ; .- 

- "THE BIG APPLE LOSES THE UN BUT CHEERS UP WITH ' , 
GORBY* (CORRIERE DELLA SFRA, SATURDAYS - ' . 

- "WILL GORBY 'PRESENT' BUSH WITH THE BERLIN WALL?" ' 
(STAMPA SERA. MONDAY) 

- "GORBY IN THE U.S. WITH HIS MIND ON LONDON- (IL 
SOLE-24 ORE. SUNDAY) 

- -THE REASONS FOR GORBACHEV'S TOUR" (IL GIDRNAlE. 
MONDAY) 

- "NEW YORK AWAITS 'GORBY GRIDLOCK'" (COMMUNIST 
PARTY ORGAN L'UNITA'. MONDAY) 

- COMMENTS: ... - 

- ENNIO CAREHO'S REPORT FROM NEW' YORK IN CENTRIST 
STAMPA SERA MONDAY: "WARNED BY SOVIET SPOKESMAN 
GERASSIMOV THAT. THE KREMLIN LEADER WILL 'HAKE NEW 
PROPOSALS*, NOT ONLY DURING THE MEETING WITH REAGAN 
AND BUSH BUT ALSO DURING THE UNGA SPEECH. AMERICA IS 
WONDERING WHETHER GORBACHEV INTENDS TO INAUGURATE A 
GRANDIOSE PEACE AND DETENTE. PLAN FOR THE 9d*S. WHILE 
NOT EXCLUDING THAT GORBACHEV WILL MAINTAIN A HARD LINE. 
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SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

ON THE MOST SERIOUS REGIONAL CRISES - AFGHANISTAN AND 
PALESTINE - AND ON DISARMAMENT, .THE WHITE HOUSE IS 
CERTAIN THAT HE WILL IMMEDIATELY TRY TO SET THE DATE 
FOR A SUMMIT WITH BUSH. PERHAPS IN MAY OR JUNE.., 
SECRETARY SHULTZ WENT AS FAR AS SUGGESTING A 
SENSATIONAL 'DECEMBER SURPRISE,* I.E. AN ANNOUNCEMENT 
BY GORBACHEV THAT THE BERLIN WALL MAY COME DOWN SOON, 
OR THAT SOME... SOVIET TROOPS MAY BE WITHDRAWN FROM 
EASTERN EUROPE. EXPECTATIONS FOR THE FIFTH 
GORBACHEV-REAGAN SUMMIT AND GORBACHEV'S FIRST MEETING 
WITH BUSH ARE MADE EVEN GREATER BY THE PRESENT 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION. BY THE IMPRESSION THAT THE 
KREMLIN LEADER IS LEADING HIS COUNTRY TOWARDS A NEW 
HISTORICAL REALITY. AND BY THE FACT THAT BUSH IS 
INCREASINGLY DISTANCING HIMSELF FROM REAGANISM " 

- MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT SERGIO ROSSI REPORTS IN 
LEADING ECONOMIC DAILY IL SOLE-24 ORE SUNDAY: 
"REGARDING THE MEETING WITH REAGAN AND BUSH. EVEN THE 
SOVIETS POINT OUT THAT IT WILL BE DIFFERENT FROM 
PREVIOUS 'OFFICIAL SWWITS.' AND THAT INSTEAD. IT WILL 
BE A GOOD OPPORTUNITY TO CONTINUE THE CONSTRUCTIVE 
U.S. -USSR DIALOGUE ON PEACE AND NUCLEAR AND 
CONVENTIONAL DISARMAMENT... IT WILL BE THE FIRST TIME 
THAT A SOVIET LEADER SEES TWO U.S. PRESinCKTS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY DURING THE TRAfiSITION PHASE. . . . . " 

- MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT U60 TRAMBALLI WRITES IN 
LEADING CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE MONDAY THAT "IT IS ON 
WALL STREET WHERE THE PROMOTION OF THE SOVIET NEW LOOK 
WILL HAVE TO COME UP WITH CONCRETE RESULTS. 
PERESTROJKA IS AN ENSEMBLE OF IMPORTANT CONCEPTS AND 
LEGAL REFORMS, BUT IT STILL LACKS THE PRACTICAL MEANS 
TO AFFIRM ITSELF : FINANCING IN HARD CURRENCY . . 
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BETWEEN THE UN SPEECH AND HIS MEETING WITH WALL STREET . 
FINANCIERS/GORBACHEV WILL MEET A NOSTALGIC RONALD 
REAGAN... AND A GEORGE BUSH WHO WANTS TO TAKE HIS TIME 
BEFORE GEHING DOWN TO SERIOUS WORK " 

- "NATO SURPRISE FOR GORBY" - THE MONDAY ISSUE OF 
ROME CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO CARRIES A REPORT BY NEW - 
YORK CORRESPONDENT ROBlkTO PESENII LEADINti: ''AMONG 

THE SURPRISES AWAITING GORBACHEV IS A NATO PLAN FOR A 
MAJOR REDUCTION OF ARMED FORCES IN EUROPE... THE PLAN 
OF THE WESTERN ALLIES IS AN AMBITIOUS ONE. AND. 

UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF 05 ROME 27150 

-PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" 
USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN. VOA NEWS/CA, EU. 
P/ROMERSTEIN 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 
STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM. INR. PA 
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 
VIENNA FOR USDEL-CSCE WILLIAMS 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 

TORRE JON FOR PA MAJ. GILLEHE . 
E.O, 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

ACCORDING TO SOME, DIFFICULT TO REALIZE: ASKING . 
GORBACHEV AND WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES TO CUT BY 60 
PERCENT THE IMPRESSIVE ARRAY OF TANKS. ARTILLERY AND 
SOLDIERS BASED IN EUROPE, SECRETARY SHULTZ WILL 
INTRODUCE THE NATO REQUESTS TO HIS SOVIET COLLEAGUE 
SHEVARDNADZE DURING THEIR MEETING ON WEDNESDAY AT . 
GOVERNOR ISLAND " 

- 2. TRANSITION 

• INSIDE-PAGE STORIES BY U.S. -BASED CORRESPONDENTS 
REPORT BRIEFLY ON- MEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENT-ELECT 
BUSH AND DEFEATED DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
DUKAKIS. LEADING CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE NOTES THE 
APPOIJfTMENT OF ELIZABETH DOLE AS THE NEW U.S. 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UN IN AN ARTICLE ANALYZING 
PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH'S POST-ELECTION STRATEGY: "SO 
FAR. BUSH HAS BEHAVED... AS A GENTLE. PATIENT MAN. A 
MAN WHO IS READY TO DO ANYTHING TO ELIMINATE PAST 
DIFFERENCES. TO OFFER HIS HAND TO EX-ENEMIES... HE 
HAS INSTEAD BEEN VERY FIRM ON THE PROGRAMMATIC. 
ECONOMIC AND FISCAL ASPECTS " 

- 3, MIDDLE EAST 

- MEDIA ANNOUNCE THAT THE UNGA SESSION ON PALESTINE 
WILL BE HELD IN GENEVA DEC. 13-15. SOME MEDIA NOTE . 
SECRETARY SHULTZ 'S EXPRESSED HOPE THAT ARAFAT BE MORE 
EXPLICIT IN GENEVA REGARDING THE RECOGNITION OF . 
ISRAEL. LEFTIST. INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA SUNDAY AND 
A SPECIAL PROGRAM ON RAI'S LEFT-OF-CEMTER CHANNEL TWO 
TELEVISION SUNDAY NIGHT EMPHASIZED THE ROLE OF THE 
U.S. JEWISH LOBBY (WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE 
•AIPAC") IN SHAPING THE U.S. MIDDLE EAST POLICY. LA 
REPUBBLICA 'S HEADLINE: "TEL AVIV'S AMERICAN ARM— 
POWER AND MYTHS OF U.S. JEWS." - 

-^ COMMENTS: 

- LEAD EDITORIAL IN CO>WUNIST PARTY ORGAN L'UKITA' 
SATURDAY ("THE UN ANt ARAFAT. AWAY FROM NEW YORK'): 
"WE ARE NOT ALONE IN OUR NEGATIVE ASSESSMENT OF THE. 
U.S. DECISION TO REFUSE A VISA TO ARAFAT. WE ARE 
ENCOURAGED BY THE TOTAL ISOLATION IN WHICH THE U.S. 
AND ISRAEL FIND THEMSELVES AT THE PRESENT JIME, BY THE 
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P/ROMERSTEIN -V; - > ; 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY • ^ 

STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM, INR, PA 
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E.O. 12356: N/A v ./ . . , 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORfT 

OPINION OF INFLUENTIAL MORAL AUTHORITIES AS THE POPE 
AND ROME'S RABI TOAFF. BY THE UNANIMOUS STANCE TAKEN 
BY THE ITALIAN SENATE'S FOREI6N7AFFAIRS COMMITTEE AZHD, 
IN PARTICULAR. BY THE REACTION IN LARGE SECTORS OF 
AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION......" ; 

- CENTRIST STAMPA SERA MONDAY CARRIES INSIOE-PAGE 
REPORT FROM NEW YORK BY ENNIO CAREHO HEAOLINEO. , 
-'DON'T LET ARAFAT INTO THE U.S.. OR ELSE WE WILL 
REVEAL EVERYTHING ON IRANGATE' 'BLACKMAILING' ON : 
THE PART OF ISRAEL HAS ALLEGEDLY HALTED GRANTING OF ' 
VISA TO ARAFAT AND THE PLO-USA RAPPROCHMENT . " CAREHO 
REPORTS ON THE WASHINGTON POST REVELATIONS ABOUT 
ALLEGED "U.S,-PLO SECRET COOPERATION AGREEMENTS" AND 
THE RECENT "MYSTERIOUS PLANE CRASH KILLING OLIVER ^ 
NORTH'S ISRAELI ALTER EGO, AMIRAM NIR." 

- "A NEW MYSTERY ON IRANGATE." TITLES LEADING ' ■ 
CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE SUNDAY REPORTING ON THE SAME 
AIR CRASH. DESCRIBING NIR AS "A CONSULTANT OF VICE 
PRESIDENT BUSH IN 1986 ON THE SALE OF WEAPONS TO IRAN 
IN EXCHANGE FOR U.S. HOSTAGES." 

- 4. GAH NEGOTIATIONS - 

- SCENESEHERS ON THE MONTREAL GATT SESSION PREDICT 
-DIFFICULT" NEGOTIATIONS, ESPECIALLY ON THE 
AGRICULTURAL ISSUE. AND EMPHASIZE ITALIAN TRADE 
MINISTER RENATO RUGGIERO'S COMMENTS CALLING ON THE . 
U.S. TO DO ITS. PART TOWARDS REDUCING AGRICULTURAL 
SURPLUSES. : 

- HEADLINES: v i - 

- "U.S. -EEC AGRICULTURAL CHALLENGE. GAH STARTS OFF 
ON WRONG FOOT)" (LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA 
SUNDAY) 

- "A DETERMINED EUROPE AT THE GATT NEGOTIATIONS:^ 
•LESS PROTECTIONISM IN THE U.S.'" (LA STAMPA. SATURDAY) 

- "ITALIAN TRADE MINISTER CRITICIZES U.S. POSITIONS 
ON THE EVE OF GAH MEETING" (IL SOLE-24 ORE. SATURDAY) 

- "RUGGIERO: ITALY HAS DONE ITS PART. IT'S THE 
U.S.' TURN NOW" (IL TEMPO/ SATURDAY) . 

■ - : COMMENTS: < ' 
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SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDk RtttTION RMT • > 

- CENTRIST LA STAMPA SATURDAY: ' ?A LOT OF fHINGS 
NEED to BE DISCUSSED. THE PROBLEMS ON jHlfLOdff A^^^ 
COMPLiCATEb, BUT THERE. ARf.tHOSE WHO" H^^^^^ v 
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HAJOR OBSTACLE MAY BE REMOVED. ITALIAN TRADE MINISTER 
RUGGIERO...IS NOT AT ALL INTIMIDATED BY THE WARNINGS - 
OF THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION. THREATENING TO EVEN 
ABANDON THE NEGOTIATIONS IN THE ABSENCE OF CONCRETE '■ ■ 
PROGRESS. RUGGIERO ADDED. HOWEVER. THAT EUROPE IS : 
GOING TO MONTREAL WITH THE REQUEST THAT ITS EFFORTS TO 
REDUCE AGRICULTURAL SURPLUSES BE ACKNOWLEDGED. BUT. 
MOST OF ALL. ASKING THAT OTHERS. BEGINNING WITH THE 
U.S.. DO THEIR PART. ACCORDING TO RU6GIER0. THE 
UNITED STATES DOES NOT PRACTICE WHAT IT PREACHES " 

C. OTWR HEMS OF INTEREST 

- USTICA AIR CRASH: MEDIA IDTE U.S. DEFENSE 
SECRHARY CARLUCCrS DENIAL OF LIBYAN ALLEGATION ON 
AMERICAN RESPONSIBILHIES FOR THE 19B0 USTICA AIR 
PLANE ACCIDENT AS WELL AS CARLUCCrS OFFER FOR U.S. 
COOPERATION IN HALIM INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE CAUSES 
OF THE DISASTER. 

- NATO: U.S. DEFENSE SECRETARY FRANK CARLUCCrS 
DEC. 2 REMARKS AT NATO HEADQUARTERS IN BRUSSELS ARE 
NOTED IN REPORTS ON THE U.S. -EUROPEAN -DISPUTE- ON 
BURDENSHARING WITHIN THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE. LEADING 
CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE'S HEADLINE SATURDAY: "NATO 
WILL REVIEW BURDENSHARING,- WHILE LEADING ECONOMIC 

DAILY IL SOLE-24 ORE SATURDAY TITLES, "CARLUCCI TO THE - 
ALLIES: YOU ARE STINGY WITH NATO. - 

- U.S.-ITALY: MEDIA ANNOUNCE THAT ITALIAN PRIME 
MINISTER CIRIACO DE MITA WILL MEET PRESIDENT REAGAN 
AND PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH DURING HIS MID-DECEMBER VISIT 

TO THE U.S. FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE 40TH ' - 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE MARSHALL PLAN. LEWINSOHN BT 
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E.O. 12356: N/A . , 
SUUEH: USIS im MEDIA REAaitM REPOI^ 
MEDIA REACTION REPORT - NOVEMBER 15. 1988 

A. LEAD STORIES: THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE PALESTINE 
NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING IN ALGIERS: LIBYAN LEADER 
QADHAFrS REMARKS ON THE 1980 USTICA AIRPLANE 
ACCIDENT: ALEXANDER OUBCEX'S SPEECH AT BOLOGNA 
UNIVERSITY: PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH AND THE U.S. ECONOMY. 

- TODAY'S REPORT iILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

> I. PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH/U.S. ECONOMY . 

- 2. PNC MEETING IN ALGIERS 

- 3. (MOHAFI ON USTICA AIRIMNE DISASTER 

- B. TREATMENT 

-;: 1. PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH/U.S. ECONOMY 

- HEADLINES: 

. - -BUSH REASSURES MARKETS: 'REAGAN LINE WILL NOT 
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CHANGE'" (IL MESSAG6ER0I 

■ "BUSH STATEMENTS SLOW DOWN IJARKH OECllNE' 

STORY. IL SOLE'24 ORE); V:: . . 

' ■ ' COMMEflTS: * ■ : ;V 



(LEAD 



- LEADING ECONOMIC DAILY IL SOLE-24 ORE IEAOS WITH 
REPORT BY NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT MARlO PLATERO:' "FROM 
HIS VACATION SITE IN FLORIDA. .GEORGE BUSH HAS 
REASSURED INTERNATIONAL MARKETS, PROMISING A STABLE 
DOLLAR AND COMMITTING HIMSELF TO DEALING WITH AND 
RESOLVING PENDING ECONOMIC PROBLEMS FOLLOWING LAST' 
WEEK'S TURBULENCE. HIS WORDS, AS WELL AS THE 
COORDINATED INTERVENTION, BY CENTRAL BANKS. RESULTED IN 
A SLIGHT RECOVERY OF THE U.S. CURRENCY AND SLCWED ITS ' 
DOWNWARD TREND ON WALL STREET AND. OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCIAL MARKETS..... 

- -BUSH ADMINISTRATION WILL BE MADE OF 
'PROFESSIONALS'- CENTRIST LA STAMPA LEADS WITH AN 
ANALYSIS BY ALDO RIZZO DATELINED WASHINGTON. RIZZO 
SPECULATES ON -THE KIND OF ADMINISTRATION WHICH WILL 
GOVERN AMERICA AFTER JANUARY 20/ WRITING THAT "ON A 
GENERAL LEVEL. IT WILL BE A PRAGMATIC GOVERNMENT... 

WE CAN ADD THAT IT WILL BE A GOVERNMENT OF . . . { 

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 05 ROME 25720.; ; • 

•PERISHABLE INFORMATION - 00 NOT SERVICE" 
USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN. VOA NEWS/CA, EU, 
P/ROMERSTEIN 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LA6ASSEY - 
STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM! INR, PA 
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 
VIENNA FOR USDEL-CSCE WILLIAMS 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 
TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT / 

PROFESSIONALS, IN THE BEST SENSE OF THE WORD. THAT 
IS, NO IDEOLOGICAL VISIONS NOR EXCESSIVELY BINDING - 
PHILOSOPHIES ABOUT AMERICA AND THE WORLD, BUT 
PRACTICAL ATTEMPTS TO RESOLVE. POSSIBLY ONE AT A TIME, 
THE MANY REAL PROBLEMS. IN THEIR REAL ASPECTS " . 

- RIZZO CONTINUES: -BUSH IS A A MODERATE 
CONSERVATIVE WHO WILL CONTINUE SOMEWHAT IN REAGAN'S : 
FOOTSTEPS. IN HIS CONCRETE APPROACH. HOWEVER, BUSH 
WILL BE A DIFFERENT PRESIDENT THAN HIS PREDECESSOR AND 
MENTOR. WHILE REAGAN NEVER SUCCEEDED IN ESTABLISHING 
A DIALOGUE WITH CONGRESS. EVEN WHEN HE NEEDED IT. AND 
LIMITED HIMSELF TO BLANDISHING IT WITH CHARISMA, BUS^H, 
AIDED BY BAKER, WILL DO THE IMPOSSIBLE TO SUCCEED IN 
THIS ENDEAVOR. HE HAS NO CHOICE. OF COURSE. BUT HE 
WILL TRY TO CONVINCE A DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS THAT HE 
mis A REAL DIALOGUE. WITH CONCESSIONS BY BOTH 
SIDES. . . . . CONGRESS SEEMS WILLING TO GRANT THE NEW 
PRESIDENT THE FAMOUS 'HONEYMOON* (FROM THREE TO SIX 
MONTHS). DURING THAT TIME, HOWEVER. BUSH WILL HAVE TO 
PROVIDE SOME CONCRETE EVIDENCE, OR AT LEAST LAUNCH. 
ENCOURAGING SIGNALS. IN ORDER TO DO SO. HE WILL HAVE 
TO DISTANCE HIMSELF FROM THE REPUBLICAN RIGHT, PERHAPS 
MORE SO THAN HE HAD ORIGINALLY PLANNED. THUS HE WILL 
BE CAUGHT BETWEEN TWO FIRES, WHIC:! !S PERHAPS THE MAIN 
PROBLEM FOR THE PROFESSIONAL MHO H-IS REACHED THE WHITE 
HOUSE.-.;*- . • '^■•v,, ./ 

T 2. PNC MEETING JN AlilERS^^^'^:"^^^^^ '■. 

- ALL ITALIAN MEDIA LEAD WITH REPORTS EMPHASIZING ' 
THE PNC'S DECLARATION OF AN INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN.^: 1 
STATE IN THE ISRAELI -dCCUPlED TERRITORIES AND ITS 
ENDORSEMENT QF UN RESOLUTION 242. WHICH IMPLICITLY - v 
RECOGNIZES ISRAEt'S- RIGKttO EXIST IflTHiN SECURf '. > 
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BORDERS/^ . , - 

- HEADLINES ( FRONT PAGES . LEAD STORIES 1 : 

- "PALESTINE. AN HISTORICAL NIGHT. INDEPENDENT ' 
STATE Ij ouRN- (CORRICRc CCLLA SC-^A) 

- -ARAFAT STATE IS BORN" (LEFTIST. INDEPENDENT LA 
. REPUBBLICA) 

' "ARAFAT ACCEPTS ISRAEL" (LA STAMPA^ 

- "STATE WITHOUT TERRITORY IS BORN" (IL GIORNALE) 

UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF 05 ROME 25720 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - 00 NOT SERVICE" 
USINFO FOR P/PRC. P/FW. P/FN, VOA NEK/CA. EU. 
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SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

- -PALESTINIAN STATE IS BORN. EVEN REAGAN IS 
OPTIMISTIC" (COMMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L'UNITA') 

- "DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE' (RADICAL LEFT IL 
MANIFESTO) 

- . COWENTS: 

- REPORT FROM ALGIERS IN LEFTIST. INDEPENDENT LA 
REPUBBLICA: "THE PALESTINIAN 5;TATE IS BORN. THE PLO 
AND HIS PARLIAMENT SOLEMNLY DECLARED INDEPENDENCE AND 
ACKNOWLEDGE THE EXISTENCE OF ISRAEL. THE JEVISH STATE 
REMAINS AN ENEMY. BUT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN FORTY 
YEARS IT NO LONGER IS A NATION TO BE ELIMINATED..... 
THIS IS AN HISTORICAL TURNING. POINT " 

- LEADING CENTRIST CORRIERE DELLA SERA. (LEAD 
STORY): "AN IMPORTANT PAGE OF HISTORY HAS BEEN 
HRIHEN IN ALGIERS LAST NIGHT. OUR CHILDREN VILL READ 
ABOUT IT IN HISTORY BOOKS. AN INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN 

STATE IS BORN ARAFAT VON BIG: THERE WAS NO 

UNANIMITY BUT THE MAJORITY WAS STRONGER THAN ONE WOULD 
THINK. THERE WAS A UNANIMOUS AGREEMENT ON THE 
DECLARATION OF AN INDEPENDENT STATE. THERE WAS FULL 
AGREEMENT ON ALM()ST ALL POINTS OF THE POLITICAL ' 
DOCUMENT. EXCEPT FOR THE PARAGRAPH.. .REGARDING THE 
RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL. FOR THE FIRST TIME THE 
PALESTINIANS HAVE ACCEPTED THE IDEA OF COEXISTENCE, IN 
THEIR OWN STATE - WHICH FOR NOW IS A GHOST LAND - 

WITH THE JEWISH STATE " REPORT CONCLUDES: "THE ' 

OBJECTIVE OF ARAFAT AND HIS FELLOW LEADERS IS NOW VERY 
CLEAR. THE PLO MODERATE MESSAGE IS AIMED TO FOREIGN 
AUDIENCES MORE THAN TO ISRAEL: TO THE UNITED STATES, ' 
THE SOVIET UNION. EUROPE. IT IS A MESSAGE OF HOPE. 
BUT NOW THE DIFFICULT PART BEGINS..... " 

- 3. QADHAFI ON USTICA AIRPLANE DISASTER 

- THE ALLEGATION MADE YESTERDAY BY LIBYAN LEADER 
QADHAFI THAT THE 1980 USTICA DC-9 DISASTER WAS CAUSED 
BY A "U.S. MISSILE" RECLIVCS TOP AHENTION IN REPORTS . 
ON QADHAFrS MEETIliC Iri TRiPGLI WITH THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE SICILIAN REGION, RINO NICOLOSI. NICOLOSI WAS 
LEADING AN ITALIAN DELEGATION TO OBTAIN THE RELEASE OF 
11 ITALIAN FISHERMEN PREVIOUSLY SEIZED BY THE LYBIANS 
AND CONDEMNED TO HARD LABOR. 

UNCLAS SECTION 04 OF 05 ROMf 25720 
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P/ROMERSTEIN " ' 'v ' : : " . .^ ■ 

JC5 FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY" ' 
STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM; INR. PA : 
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NSf -TERRY SHROEDER' • 
VIENNA FOR USDEL-CSCE WILLIAMS ' 
NAVS'JrTACT FOR PAG • . - • 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLEHE , ' ' 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT , : 

- HEADLINES (FRONT PAGES): ^' 

- "OC-9: QADHAFI ACCUSES AMERICA" (CORRIERE DELLA 
SERA) - ' 

- "'IT WAS A U.S. MISSILE.* SAYS QADHAFI" (LEFTIST. 
INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA) 

- -QADHAFI ANNOUNCES HIS OWN TRUTH: » IT WAS A U.S. 
MISSILE- (IL MESSAGGERO) 

- "QADHAFI ACCUSES: U.S. MISSILE CAUSED THE USTICA 
DISASTER" (COMMUNIST PARTY ORIiAN L'UNITA') i : 

COMMENTS:. . 

- CENTRIST LA STAMPA, IN AN ARTICLE DATELINED ROME, x 
SAYS THAT "ACCORDING TO RUMORS CIRCULATING AMONG THE 
ITALIAN DELEGATION ON A MISSION TO TRIPOLI, COLONEL 
QADHAFI SAID HE HAS GOT THE EVIDENCE OF. THE AMERICAN 
INVOLVEMENT (IN THE USTICA AIRPLANE 

DISASTER)... QADHAFI, THROUGH RINO NICOLOSI (THE - 
PRESIDENT OF THE SICILIAN REGION). OFFERED TO : . 
COOPERATE WITH THE ITALIANS IN THE INVESTIGATIONS."' 

- ROME CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO: "QADHAFrS GOAL WAS 
MAINLY TO DENY ANY RESPONSIBILITIES BY LIBYA IN THE 
1980 OC-9 DISASTER... HE SAID HE IS READY TO SUPPLY 
THE EVIDENCE THAT TRIPOLI WAS NOT INVOLVED, BUT HE DID 
NOT PRESENT THAT EVIDENCE " . 

- LEADING CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE. CARRIES A REPORT 
DATELINED ROME HEADLINED "U.S. AIRCRAFT CARRIER MAY 
KNOW THE TRUTH ABOUT USTICA." REPORT BY. MARCO VENTURA 
LEADS: "IS THE TRUTH ABOUT UStiCA RECORDED ON A U.S. 
TAPE? MAYBE -A SIXTH FLEET RADAR RECORDED THE MANEUVER 
OF THE FIGHTER PLANE WHICH SHOT DOWN THE DC-9 IN JUNE 
1980... PERHAPS THE 'SARATOGA* AIRCRAFt CARRIER, IN 
THE NAPLES AREA, IS THE ONE WHICH SAW AND RECORDED THE 
ACCIDENT... USING ITS RADAR SYSTEM IS ALL IT WOULD 
HAVE TAKEN. . . AND ALL ITALIAN OFFICIALS WOULD HAVE 
HAD TO DO TO FIND THE TRUTH WAS ASK. . . BUT THE. 
ITALIAN GOVERNMENT NEVER DREAMED OF DOING IT. THIS IS 
THE THESIS OF THE U.S. MILITARY COMMAND IN EUROPE. 
HEADQUARTERED IN LONDON. AT THE CONCLUSION OF! A 
TORTUOUS MERRY-GOtROUND OF TELEPHONE CALLS BETWEEN 
NAPLES. 6AGN0LI. ROME AND LONDON. HERE'S THE AMERICAN 
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VERSION: AT THE TIME OF THE DISASTER, NO'u.S. 
OR SHIP WERE OPERATING IN THE, TWRHg^ 

C. OTHER ITEMS QF INTEREST ^ " V 5 -^^ 
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- U.S. -USSR RELATIONS: RADIO NEWSCASTS THIS MORNING 
AND A COUPLE OF LEADING NEWSPAPERS ANNOUNCE THAT 
SOVIET LEADER GORBACHEV WILL GO TO NEW YORK EARLY 
. DECEMBER FOR THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING AND THAT 
HE WILL USE THE OCCASION FOR A FINAL "SUMMIT- WITH • 
PRESIDCXT ROKALD REAGAN A MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT-ELECT GEORGE BUSH. LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA 
REPUBBLICA CITES "U.S. OFFICIAL SOURCES." WHILE ROME 
CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO SAYS "THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THIS 
SURPRISE SUMMIT WAS GIVEN LAST NIGHT BY CBS NEWS, ' 
WHICH CITED WHITE HOUSE AND STATE DEPARTMENT 
SOURCES." LEWINSOHN BT 
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MEMORANDUM FOR OSD (PA) (LCDR SUMDIN) 

SUBJECT: Assistance to the Italian Embassy on the Ustica 
Investigation , .. 



On 27 December 1988, the Italian Ambassadorv Rinaldo 
Petrignani, presented Mr. Taft with an aide memoire requesting 
specific informationn pertaining to the June 1980 downing of 
an Italian civilian airliner (TAB A). 

The Vice Director, Joint Staff provided the Deputy Secretary • . 
of Defense with information on 10 January 1989 (TAB B), whicjh % 
was used to provide a response to the ambassador (TAB C) / V^^ ^^-^ .^^^^^^y-- . 

Since that time, further allegations of US responsibility \ 
have been made, by the Italian press (TAB D). Partially due to ^ 
these new allegations. Prime Minister De Mita has granted a two 
month extension to the government commission investigating the 

.crash.. , . ■'. ■r'^--'' f ' 

On 1 March 1989, the Italian Embassy here in Washington 
^ontact^^gj^ountry Director for Italy, Mr. Lazarus, and asked, 
l^l^Hlil^^HHHi DoD could offer another statement to help 
put the new allegations to rest. Although not wanting to get . 
into a reactive mode with the Italian press, the Embassy repre- 
sentatives stated that if we could develop a statement centering 
around the allegations they could give it to the investigating 
committee and put the matter to rest (hopef uHyl ) once and for, all. 

I would like to request your help in getting a release drafted, 
cleared and released. Based on comments made by the Embassy 
representatives and the article itself, I believe a release along 
the lines of the following (assuming that it is factual ) would 

be beneficial:.-.. 

"On J anuary 24 , 1 989 , the Deputy Secretary 6f Defense \ 
informed the Italian authorities that the United States did not 
have Ships or aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the time 
of the DC-9 crash on June 27, 1980. 

Since the time of the communique the Italian publication 
"L'Espresso" has reported further allegations of US responsibility. 
Although we do not make a practice of responding to press articles - 
per se, we believe that the US-Italian military-to-military relat- ' 
ipnship is too important to jeopardize by any misunderstanding. : 




Mr. Laiarus ; 
OA^D/ISP (Eur Pol) 
Lz:5:'31. v:.'. •■ 



It has been alleged that on June 28, 1980 the Sixth 
Fleet was in the highest state of alert, because Aix Force „One/ 
carrying then-Prasiden'u Catter, was flying in the Mediterranean 
Region. In fact^ the Sixth Fleet was not on an alert status and 
President Carter was not flying in the Mediterranean Region. 
Since no AWACS aircraft "picked up" any fighters supposedly 
violating Italian airspace, obviously no communications were 
passed to the Italian Air Force Southern Air Region Operations 
Center at Martinafranca, No F-14's were launched from the Carrier 
Saratoga on June 28 as it was at anchor (in port?) at Naples and 
thus the reported encounter between F- 14s and Libyan MIG-23Vs 
obviously did not take place. We note that the prosecuting 
attorney of Crotone, in Calabria has concluded positively that 
there is no connection between the Ustica disaster and the crash 
of a Libyan MIG in the mountains of Calabria. 

We are hopeful that the factual information contained in 
this release is helpful to the Italian authorities charged with 
investigating the Ustica air crash tragedy." 





^ oio right 
^ . -r—*«pohUc«IlyptUUbletos«l 
Uiat lunonile iFDTe regioa '* 
Dunn Mid although he has not been bhefed by Navy 
investigaton on the Suit tragedy, he believes the Iraqi pilot 
was trigger-happy but unaware he was firing on a U S' shipi 
''Especially at night, but anyUme you're beyond the viiu- 
at range and you look at a radar scope, at least with the kind of 
radar I undersUnd the Mirage to have, it is dimcult to tell 
whetheryou have a destroyer, or a tanker or any other kind of 
ship." uid the 36>year Navy veteran. 



U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 
15 JUNE 87 (.9) Pg. 14 

Watergate figures did it. Now some 
players in the Iran-Contra scandal are 
taking their newfound name recogni- 
tion and hitting the lecture circuit. The 
most active so far: Richard Sccord* 
who helped run the clandestine Contra 
resupply operation. An obscure ex-gen* 
eral only a few months ago, Secprd — 
who bemoaned his financial problems 
during testimony on nationwide televi- 
sion — has signed up with the Harr>' 
Walker agency. He will charge $15,000 
a speech and already has a dozen lined 
up. Another figure in the controversy, 
Michael Lcdecn, the White House con- 



. i 3r f ^ 

- . «^ ^ ^wwithMup> 

J we could have done 
W% 4H caused by that accident*- 
^ ^ ^ ...•iieiwottldDeversayitwasablesijntilleait 
f JviitUebitorpoaitivetocoiDeoutorit'* 
Dunn said his priorities are to urge Congrtas to approve 
manpower increases needed to fill the aviation eo minunitiei 
as the fleet grows in size; to appropriate mooey for replace- - 
ment aircraft carriers and to accept the Navy's aircraft acqui- 
aition program. In the meantine. he wants to becpoie a 
"strong and vocal advocate for naval aviatioa 

**! find that people both in and outside the Navy really 
don't appreciate what oavil aviation is and what it's for.** 
While naval aviation is noC an end unto itself. Dunn said, 
"If you set aside for a moment the fleet of ballistic missle 
submarines, the rest of the Navy is built arxHind naval avia- 
tion ... Aviation can do those things that seapower can do 
only do them better . . . Td like to spread thatgospel.** 



WASHINGTON POST 

7 JUNE 1987 (9) Pgi 

■ French salvagers have found 
the cockpit recorder of an ltal< 
ian jetliner that mysterioualy 
exploded and crashed into the 
Tyrrhenian Sea in 1980. killing 
all 81 people aboard, the Italian 
news agency ANSA reported 
Friday. 
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sultant who acted &s a middieman on 
the hostage negotiations, gets up to 
S 10.000 a speech and lecture-agency 
sources say requests for his time picked 
up significantly after he hit the newspa- 
per headlines. 
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Warsaw Pacts Wcsicflfafrti*. , 
more combat missions because they can 
refuel, rearm and be repaired faster. They 
also operate under worse weather condi- 
tions, allowing them to proNidc the air su- 
periority that would be essential for de- 
feating the Warsaw Pact on the ground. 

NATO has some genuine disadvan- 
tages as well. Allied aircraft could be shot 
down in droves by their own side because 
NATO has yei to deploy a reliable means of 
enabling its air defense forces to identify 
friendly planeis. On the ground. NATO de- 
fenses could be crippled by shoruges of 
ammunition, reinforcement problems 
and rear area attack by Soviet special 
forces. And the Soviets* new "reactive*" 
armor, which can detonate an incoming 
antiunk missile prematurely, could make 
many NATO antitank weapons obsolete. 
But perhaps a greater shortcoming, say 
sonie defense expcns. is the Western mili- 
ury's tendency to promote the appear- 
ance of irremediable NATO inferiority. 
That perception can send dangerous sig- 
nals to the East while undermining the 
>yesi's will to defend itself "INF reduc- 
tions need not reduce our security, but 
doomsday talk about it could.*' warns a 
top alliance analyst. Wiih Europe's nucle- 
ar missiles due for a drastic cutback. 
NATO defense planners w ill have to move 
from counting their l)cans to watching 
their words. — 0yO^<f<»^ fh^imi. 
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:ilAfO fighters as they intnided 
fato Italian airapace. There hw 
been no suggestion a anjr 
phnes being Involved. ■ _ 

The truai remains shrouded m 
fHJiHn govenunent secrecy, criti^ 
.nissing radar recordings <a the 
r- DC9'8 final minutes in the air, act 
'tears of government reluctance to 
Iwdover the wreckage for h^ 
.tk» and the mystery of a Ubyan 
•MiG2l and its dead pilot found on a 
;«ountainaide in nearby Calabna 
three weeks after the DC9 crash. 
' fThai has brought the issue back 
to public attention was the inas- 
of aeven respected Itahan 



But in a new letter to Oie giovem- 
foent earlier this month, the seven 
«wise men* aaid there were atiU 
mysteries to be resdved above wa- 
ter, within the government itself. 

Chief among the qiiesttons the 
critics want answered is why the 
Italian air defense radar station at 
Ucola, near Marsala, failed to 
record the fl^t faiformation of the 
four minutes before the DC9 ex- 
ploded and the four minutes fanme;- 
diately afterward. 

The offidal explanation given to 
jlhe initial government inquiry wm 
that the radar station was involved 
in unspedfied exercises and that it 
unfortunately erased the key eight 
ndnutes on the rouUne radar track- 
ing Upe of the flight. Investigators 



teaoe — 



.^itionally is above politics, to inter- 
*cede with ttie govenunent to le- 
^'^•olve the mystery. 

Cossiga, t Christian Democrat 
\irtK> was prime minister at the time 
\o( the ctaiha acceded to the demand 
>of the sftven 'inse men * as the pe- 
•Ititiooers quickly became town. 
*.and asked the government 01 Pnme 
**|finister Bettino Crari to reopen 
I'the maoiry. Craxi's Initial response 
/was the release of the Cabinet re- 
^Mt that reinforced the suspickxi 
**'ifaat the airUner WIS shot down by a 



^ fttooth Craad's govern- 
'**«ent informed pariiament that it 
* ^planned to go further, first seeking 
aid oi a US. Navy research sub- 
K- Burine in photogiBphing the plane's 
L :wrecl*8C. which sUU lies under 
.\ ibo»it 10.500 feet of water. Then/if 
.>lbc ^ot^raphs ^ove interesting, 
} / .-tbe go|Wment told parliament, it 
(- / .was P^yr edto spend $3 nfilUon to 
f/.-.|4 fcr a Prendi aahrage 

l.' /OBtfP*^ ^ Ota the wreckage. 



darify this mysteryc 

The issue is important because 
the DC9's flight was also monitored 
on normal air traffic radar at 
Rome's Ciampino Airport, where 
controUers saw the DC9 disappear 
from their screens. When Ciampino 
called Ucola to ^ve the alert it was 
toM that Ucola already knew about 
:the accident and had aent air feacue 

Viuads to the site. 

The critics of the previous inves- 
tigatkm want to know bow person- 

' oel at the Air Force radar ataticm at 
Ucola "couki daim not to have fol- 

^wed the lUvia flight if they knew 
of the aircraft's diaappearance 
when Ciampino telephoned them. 

A further questwn that the "wise 
men" want answered is whether 
NATO exercises were under way at 
the time in the area. The Ucola 
aUtion's explanatkm for the erasure 
ol the flight's key eight minutes 
implied that some kind of maneur 
vers were under way at the time, 
but the Italian government haa re- 



peatedly ^ed that audi maneu- 
•fOT were taking place. , ^ ' 
No one, however, denies that the 
Trench aircraft carrier ClemcnceaM 
m the vkanity, although French 
officials have denied that its planes 
«i^t have shot down the DC9 by 
• accklent. There have been aUega- 
. tkma that the French carrier had 
Super Etendard fighter-bombers in 
the air on firing exerdses aipinst a 
4rotit target that might have 
crossed the path of the DC9, which 
was two hours behind schedule. 

The other still lingering mystery 
•bout that June day in 1980 has to 
do with the possibility that a flight 
of Ubyan jets might have been in 
thearea. '\ ^. 

This theory hinges on the discov- 
ery July 18, less than three weeks 
after the DC9 crash, of the wreck- 
age of a Ubyan MiG21 and the body 
of its pilot on Mount Sila in nearby 
Calabria, east of Sidly. 

An initial autopsy indkated the 
pitot had been burned to death in the 
crash and had died weeks before the 
wreckage was discovered. But a mil- 
itary investigation, overruling the 
kdtial report, conduded that the pilot 
had died of a heart attack on the day 
his plane was found. , 

The pilot's body was immediately 
shipped to Ubya and the wreckage 
of the plane was impounded by the 
lulian military, which aaid that it 
had crashed after it ran out <tf fuel. 

Ust month's Cabinet report, 
however, sought to stiU all aUega- 
tkms that the crashed MiG might 
have been part of a Libyan flight 
that was intercepted by NATO 
planes on June 27, perhaps firing a 
heat-seeking missUe that acciden- 
tally struck the DC9. 

The Cabinet report said, without 
giving details, that there are eye- 
witnesses 1^0 saw the MiG crash 
(on Mount Site) July 18.- But the 
Cabinet report also confirmed evi- 
dence from a 1983 analysis of the 
Ciampino air control topes that an 
unidentified object, most probably 
either a aupersonic fighter or a 
drone; had crossed the path of ^the 
Itavia DC9 shortly before it explod- 
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Burmese Revolt Seen as Spontaneous 
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By ROBERT PEAK 

Sfwrisl !• TW Vem linM 

WASHINGTON. Sept. 9 - Experts on 
Burma portray the upheaval there as a 
spontaneoiis revoluhan by people crav- 
mf» democracy, and thev say the only 
mystery IS why it took the Burmese so 
long to rise up agamst an oppressive 
authoritarian Government. 

Prof. Josef Silversiem at Rutgers 
Untversiiy, one of the few Burma 
scholars m the United States, said: 
"This is one of the few examples of a 
pure popular revolution that we are 
seeing anywhere in the world. There 
are no leaders, there is no organization 
and there is no international movement 
outside the country pushing the people 
one way or the other." 

"What surprised me is that the Bur- 
mese Government, has held on for so 
long, that this upheaval did not come at 
an earlier point." said Mr. Silverstein. 
a political scientist. 

US. Evacuates Dependents 

American expens assessed the 
situation there as the United Slates to- 
day evacuated AS relatives of Amer- 
ican Embassy employees in the midsi 
of growing instability , They flew from 
Rangoon, the capital, to Bangkok. Thai- 
land, on a commercial airliner. State 
Departmeni officials said that another 
group of about the same size would 
leave Burma on Saturday. Before the 
evacuation, there were about 150 
American embassy personnel and de 
pendents in Burma. 

Charles E. Redman, the State De- 
panmcnt spokesman, said, 'Tm not 
sure that there arc any ministries func' 
tioning these days" in Rangoon. Never 
ihclcss, he satd. the American Em- 
bassy will continue to operate so it can 
send information to Washington. 

Demonstrators in cities and towns 
across Burma, including many stu- 
dents, arc demanding the immediate 
resignation of the president. U Maung 
Maung. and the establishment of an in- 
leriin government to pave the way for 
mulltparty democracy. Mr. Maung 
Maung is the leader of the country's 
only political party, the Burma Social- 
ist Program Party, which seized power 
1 in a military coup and has ruled for 26 
I years. 

John H. Badgley. curator of the 
Southeast Asia collection at the Cornell 
University library, said Mr. Maung 
Maung would he Jucky to retain power 
for another week. 

"The Government is basically de- 
funct." Mr. Badgley said. "TTierc is a 
genuine collapse of government as we 
know ii." In Mandalay. he said, a com- 
mittee of students and monks under 30 
years old is maintaining order and per- 
forming other functions of eovem- 
meni. 

Many people, including employees of 
Burmese embassies in Singapore. 
Japan and other countries, have re- 
signed . from the Socialist Program 
Party. Information reaching the Stale 
I l>epariment here indicates that scores 
of Burmese Government employees 
I and at least several hundred memlicrs 
of the Burmese armed forces joined 
anii-.Governmeni demonstrations in 
Rangoon this week. 

Mr. fJadglcy visited ; Burma lasi 
Decemhcr and again in January and 
February of this year. "I ^oi a srn.sc of 
a very shori.fu.se on a stit k of dyna- 
mite, ahd^ I. was .surprised thai ii had 



American 
experts say the 
upheaval seems 
long overdue. 



not exploded long ago," Mr. Badgley 
said in an interview. 

U Ne Win. who ruled Burma from 
1962 until his resignation in July of this 
year, led the country into isolation and 
economic ruin by following what he de- 
scribed as "the Burmese road to so- 
cialism." Mr. Badgley said this was 
"an autarkic ideology patterned after 
the economic systems of Czechoslova 
kia. Hungary and Poland." 

Stalin*s 'Ideological Framework* 
It became clear as early as 1963 that 
Mr Ne Win did not want to bring 
Burma into the -mainstream of the in- 
ternational economy through trade and 
development projects with other coun- 
tries. Mr. Badgley said. For the last 
quarter-century, he said. "Burma's 
leaders have beenanii-Communisi, but 
they viewed the economy with the ideo- 
logical framework of Stalin." 

American experts on Burma said 
they believed some type of provisional 
government would soon emerge, prob- 
ably with political and financial back- 
ing from Japan. 

. "Key Japanese officials want to sta- 
bilize the situation in Burma, hope 
Burma will open its markets to foreign 
investment and have indicated a 
preference that U Tin Oo should 
emerge as the leader of Burma." Mr. 
Badgley said. "In foreign policy, this 
may be the most aggressive political 
maneuver Japan has engaged in since 
World War II." Mr. Tin Oo was chief of 
staff of thc Burmese Army when he 
was removed by Mr. Ne Win in 1976. 

Several Burmese opposition leaders 
said today that they had established a 
provisional government under the 
leadership of U Nu, who was ousted in 
the military coup 26 years ago. but dip- 
lomats in Rangoon said it was not im- 
mediately clear whether the maneuver 
would succeed. , 

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
said today that President Reagan 
should take immediate action to with- 
hold American aid from the Govern- 
ment of Mr. Maung Maung. 
"At such lime as a democratic gov- 



I ernment is established, we should re- 
lease the monies and offer Increased 
support as well." said Mr. Moynihan. • 
New York Democrat. 

The Untied States gave Burma al- 
most $M.3 million in aid last year: $7 
million for economic development. $7 
anti-drug programs and 
J260.0O0 for military training. 

Moynihan Urges Aid Cutoff 
Mr Moynihan said the United States 
Should not provide any more money to 
the Burmese Army because It had 
murdered peaceful demonstrators." 
He also said the Burmese armed forces 
use our assistance" to spray carcino- 
genic herbicides on members of ethnic 
minority groups in opium-growing 
areas of northern Burma. 

Diplomats at the Burmese Embassy 
here did not return telephone calls ask- 
ing for comment on Mr. Moynihan's 
charges. 

Discontent has been spreading in 
Burma for years. But Mr. Silverstein 
said the situation became intolerable 
for the Burmese people last Septem- 
ber, when the Government took cur- 
rency measures thai had the effect of 
reducing the value of assets that many 
people held in cash by 70 to 80 percent. 

The Government said the step was 
designed to curb narcotics traffic and 
the black market in Burma. But it set 
off protests by students, who have been 
in the forefront of political activity 
since they fought for Burma's inde- 
pendence from Britain in the late 
1940's. 



Experts Said to Fifid Missile 
Downed Italian Jet in. 1980 



ROME. Sept. 9 (Reuters) — Experts 
examining the wreckage of an Italian 
iei that crashed into the sea in 1980 
killing all 81 people on board, have con- 
cluded it was probably hit by a missile. 
Italian news reports said today. 

The DC-9 of the now defunct domes- 
tic company Itavia crashed into the sea 
near Sicily on June 27. 1980 after an ex- 
plosion: 

The most common hypothesis, sup- 
ported by several officials and experts 
is that an American fighter plane from* 
the Mediterranean-based Sixth Fleet 
or an Italian jet scrambled to intercept 
a Libyan M 10-23 in the area and accl- 
deniallv shot down the DC-9 after 
launchmg a heat-seeking missile. 
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DOE cites need for linear accelerators 



THCASSOCWTEO PRESS 

The Department of Energy 
ihould pursue the possibility nf 
building a Linear acceleratot to pro- 
dtice tritium for nuclear weap ons as 
a prudent backup to present piins to 
build new production reactors, a 
IX)£ report said yesterday 

Scientists at the Los Alamos, 
MM., and Bipokhaven, N.Y., national 
laboratories said they found the de- 
partmeint^ decision to build new re- 
actors at the Savannah River com- 
plex in South Carolina and at the 
Idaho National Engineering Lab- 
oratory in Idaho Falls the **lowest 
technical risk appn>ach to supplying 
the critical need for tritium. 

**However, we believe it is prudent 
that DOE pursue other technologies 
for tritium production to provide po- 
tential alternatives as a contingency 
for the future" the' report said. ""One 
concept that appears to be particu- 



larly promising is the accelerator 
production of tritium.** 

The report said an aiccelerator 
could be completed within eight to 
nine years on an ^'aggressive" sched- 
ule, compared with a minimum of 10 
years to finish a new production re- 
actor< 

The cost of an accelerator would 
be comparable to a new reactor at 
S23 billion, including S600 million 
for contingencies. 

An accelerator could be built at 
any of the department's weapons 
production sites, but the report said 
the Hanford nuclear reser\'ation in 
south-central Washington state **of- 
fers the potential advantage of low- 
cost available power and the grid ca- 
pacity to power an accelerator 
facility" * 

The accelerator would require 
roughly 770 megawatts of electric- 
ity to operate. 



An aocelerstor is tisa^tially a 
long tunnel in w\uch subatomic par- 
ticles are whipp6d at high speed un- 
til they crash into a target, in this 
case lithium dad in aluminum. The 
resulting collision produces tritiiun 
— a critical elemeiit in nuclear 
weapons that increases the power of 
warheads* but decays rapidly 

The current supply of tritium is . 
threatened by the crumbling condi- 
tions at the Energy Department*^ ex- 
isting production reactors and weap- 
ons plants. 

Hliile department officials have 
said that accelerator technology %ras 
too "immatura** to be trusted, the sci- 
entists said their concept "builds on 
relatively mature, existing technol- 
ogies.** 

The report said that in recent 
years there have been **inajor ad- 
vances** in accelerator technology, in 
part prompted by the SSOO million 



spent through the Strategic Defend 
Iiiitiative. or **star wars** prcig^^ 

**Our assessments indicate that 
neither scientific "proof -in-prih 
dple* demonstrations nor basic re- 
search prpgram$ are required be- 
fore pipcbeding.** the report said. 

The report recommended a 
""development and denMnstration** 
phase for an accelerator that would 
take three to four years arid then a 
five-year construction program. 

An accelerator would be safer 
than a reactor because there would 
be an ^absence of fissionable ma- 
lerials, there are no criticality is^ 
sues, minimal decay heat safety cbn- 
cerns. no nuclear licensing 
requironents arid a much smaller 
amount of radipacti vei wisteT the re- 
port said. 

In addition, it said the ""extensive 
time** it would take to pirepare a 
safety analysis, environmental im- 
pact statement and license a new re- 
actor "would be greatly reduced for 
the acoderator approach.** 



EUROPEAN MEDIA 



ITALY/DSFEKSE BUDGBTs Italy's 
10-year $22 billion plan to 
nodemize weapons will be cut 
by at least half with the re-- 
maining funds going to the 
European Fighter Aircraft, 
observation and telecommunica- 
tion satellites, new genera- 
tion helicopters and anti- 
aircraft missile systems, said 
Valeric Zanone. A 17 March 



article in the Italian paper 
II MessaoQero also quoted the 
defense minister as saying the 
funding cut signals a signifi- 
cant restructuring of military 
spending. II MessaQoero said 
Zanone declined to give more 
details on the spending cuts. 



WEU/NBW SBCRBZAR7 GSHBRALi 
Former Dutch Def/Min Willem 
Van Eekelen will be appointed 
as the new Secretary General 
of the Western European Union 



(WEU) in April, succeeding 
Alfred Cahen of Belgium, re- 
ported Janets Defence Weekly, 
An 18 March magazine article 
said that Van Eekelen will be 
officially confirmed after a 
meeting of WEU defense minis- 
ters in London on 3 and 4 
April. 

(Summarized from transcripts 
and translations provided b> 
SHAPE Public Information Of- 
fice . Source material avail- 
able from CHARS, 4C881) 
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ShdhAnnyPact 
On Cleanup Is Put 
In Doubt hy Ruling 



By kttt DocKSBi 

SU^n^pmur •/ m Waul Stmvt J< 

A Utt&Mioticed niUng by a federai Judge 
IB Colorado has crested doubts about 
wbether a proposed settlemeot of a waste- 
cfesmip dlspoce tetveeQ Shell OU Co. sod 
the Army will get court approval. 

If tl^ asreement Is not approved. Shell 
a tmlt of Royal Dntdi/Shell Groop, may 
have to pay even more tban it was al- 
ready expected to speod-as mucli as SI 
bUUoQ. Shell's share of the desiiup costs at 
a fonner plant leased from the Artny oo a 
stte near Deover. 

VS. District Judge Jbn Carrlrm of 
Denver Indicated In his ruling on Feb. 24 
that he believed government lawyers had a 
eooilki of interest when they rerraented 
both the Army and the Envlnxunental Pro* 
taction Agency te the matter. And he said 
the conflict so far had prevented him from 
approving the proposed settlement be- 
tw^ the Ariiiy and Stell over who Sbpukl 
pay the deaiUip costs, 
the Judy's comments regiirdlnt the 



settlement came in a separate case in 
which the State of Colorado alleges that 
the Army cleanup of a hazardous waste 
disposal pond hasn*t been sufficiently tho^ 
ough and isn't moving quickly enough. The 
state seeks to impose its own environmen- 
tal regulations on the process. 

In his decision. Judge Carrigan denied 
the Army's request to dismiss that suit, 
ruling Colorado served as an independent 
check on the Anny's efforts. He said the 
EPA couldn't perform that function be- 
cause the same Justice lawyers repre- 



sentedljoth the Army and EPA. The Judge 
said the EPA's goai was to dean the site 
quickly and thoroughly, while it was in the 
Army's financial interest to spend as little 
mooey and effbrt as possible. 

In its motion for reconsideration, filed 
two weeks ago. Justice lawyers argued 
that they are not held to the same cottflict- 
cf -taiterest standard as private attorneys. 

David Anderson, lead counsel far the 
said no conflict existed and that both 
EPA and the Army vere committed to 
cleaning up the arsenal A lawyer fbr Shell 
also said the company didnt believe there 
was a conflict 



Mr. Anderson said a week befbre Judg 
Carrigan's ruling, the Army entered into 
private settlement agreement with Shel 
The agreement, which Mr. Anderson sa: 
contained the same provisions as the ea 
Uer settlement, would lioc require Judg 
Carrigan's approval. - • 

Shell made its first payment of S20 ml 
ttoo last Friday under the terms of the pr 
vate agreemoit, Mr. Anderson said. Bi 
the Colorado suit could prevent that agre 
ment from being the final wonL 

''WeYe not trying to circumvent Judg 
Carrigan a* his authority with the privat 
agreement," said Mr. Andeison. 
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Italy orders air crash inqiiiry 



By John Wyl«a in Rome 

HiE Itallaik air foiree has bean 
ordered to set up an Internal 
inquiry, following presentation 
of the first authoritative report 
Id confirm >ears of speculation 
that a misttle was responsible 
for the loss of the ItavU DC9 
which went into the aea north 
of Sicily in Jfune i960. 

The accident to the DC9 
was caused by a missile explb- 
siOLO.iiear the front part of tiie 
aiilplane.'' . was the pondu^ 



of a team of. aiperta who 
nearly five yeara ago .were 
givan.tha taak.of explaipiiig 
Iba disaster. 

Since fow air disastina have 
oaen investigated to so little 
el&ct as the soddled Ustica 
tragedy, in Which 81 lives were 
lost, an authoritative, conclu- 
sidh mayvh^ break through 
the wall of eyasiim, missing 
trtde^»_i ^ irpesloftiv 

Both scientific «vlilencie ai^ 



the recording of the flight 
crews' conversation supported 
the missile explanation, sa;ys 
the report The final word spo- 
ken in the codcpit befbre the 
oxteriULl axpldsion ' was 
Ifufur...''^ which suggests one 
01 the criew wu about^to say 
'^guahU" (Mr: *'1cm^ to his col- 
league, two soc6n4s later 
thars was what/^seems to have 
bt^stk an akplofuon i?iitf|l4ft the 
'iiha*fl^V-^^ "^t-:."; 
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Committee muddies waters round air crash 



By John WylM in Rome 

"Ustlca, it's DOW an endless mystery^ 
|ironoi|nced one Italian newspaper head* 
line yesterday, on the resnlto of the latest 
committee of Inquiry Into the loss of an 
Itavia DC9 with 81 Uves hi sea north of 
Sldiy \n Jnne 1980. 

The committee's report, released by the 
prime minister's ofnce, not only failed to 
hack any explanation of why the aircraft 
crashed without warning, but It also cast 
doubt on the conclusions of other Investi- 
gators that It had been hit by a missile. 

Set up by the government last Novem- 
ber when accusations were flying that an 
Italian or Nato military aircraft might 
have fired the missile, the committee 
exonerates virtually all previous suspects, 
including the Libyan air force. 

Political reaction was suitably caustic, 
with a cross-party demand that the Italian 
parliament now set up Its own Inquiry. 
Most attention has focused on the report's 
conclustnii that the possibility of a bomb 
explosion on bonrd the aircraft should not 
be ruled out, despite the fact that technl- 



cal analysis has pointed to an explosion 
outside the DCS as the cause of Its loss. 

While ruling out equipment or stmc* 
tural failure, the government-sponsored 
Inquiry snggesU that the mlssUe theory Is 
weakened by the absence of any activity 
In the area by by either Italian or allied 



military forces. It also came acms no 
evidence to support ''Insinuations'* that 
radar evidence from stations at Marsala 
and Ucola had been doctored, while the 
fact that some relevant radar tapes have 
been destroyed could be explained by the^ 
normal 'nhlnnlng" of archives. 



> 
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Syria to be more flexible to- 
ward an Arab/Israeli political 
settlement. Al-Ittihad quoted 
recent Western press reports as 
saying Moscow is also planning 
to supply Syria with Soviet- 
made Su)choi-24 assault-fighter 
planes. 



YA20V/SBRRA MBBTIHGi Spanish 
Defense Minister Narcis Serra 
arrived in the Soviet Union 
Tuesday for a meeting with his 
Soviet counterpart Dmitriy Ya- 



20V and Soviet Prime Minister 
Nikolai Ryzhkov^ the Soviet 
Mews Agency TASS has reported. 
A May 23 dispatch quoted Serra 
as saying Spain maintains a 
defensive military policy based 
on the principle of minimum 
sufficiency. TASS said that 
Serra 's visit to Moscow was the 
first ever by Spain's top mili- 
tary official. 

( Summarized from translations 
provided by Foreign Broadcast 
Information Service. Complete 
texts available from CNARS, 
4C881) 
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HidvFIving 
Drug Sentry 
Is Deflated 

Loss of Balloon Piits 
Hole in Radar Shield 

By Michael Isikoff 
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A S19 million U.S. Customs Ser- 
vice radar balloon that is supposed 
to guard against drug smugglers 
along the Mexican border will be 
out of commis«?ion foi' five or six 
weeks after being hit by a swirling 



-dust devil" tornado that tore a hole 
of 15 or 20 feet in its surface. 

The helium-filled balloon, which 
normally floats 10.000 feet above 
Fort Hiiachuca, Ariz., was damaged 
May 10. Its absence gives drug 
smuggling aircraft a virtually open 
invitation to fly across the south- 
west border from Mexico, accord- 
ing to federal officials. 

Tve get a big chunk of 150 miles 
along the border with absolutely no 
(radarl coverage anymore.'* said 
Gerald Young, director of the Cus- 
toms air branch in Tucson. "It def- 
initely hurts our effort to stop the 
flow of narcotics across the Arizona 
border," 

But some critics say the .nccident 
underscores the pitfalls of relying 
on the fragile balloons— called 



aerostats— to stop the onslaught of 
drugs. 

"This is just hysterical," said Jack 
Blum, former chief investigator for 
the Senate Foreign Relations sub- 
committee on narcotics. "It shows 
how completely vulnerable these 
ballons are to weather. It confirms 
their wofthlessness." 

The Customs balloon program, 
code-named Project SOWRBALL 
for Southwest Radar Balloon, has 
been one of the more expensive and 
controversial of the federal govern- 
ment's efforts to interdict drugs at 
the border. The agency has planned 
what it calls an "electronic picket 
fence" of six balloons stretching 
from the Gulf of Mexico, to the Pa- 
cific that will cost in excess of $100 
million over the next several years. 

But the Fort Huachuca balloon, 
the first one launched in Project 
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U.S. probe into alleged ties with South Africa 

Multi-billion Tadiran deal jeopardized 



By JUDY MALT2 
A muUi*billion dollar Pentaeon contract won by 
{ Tadiran last year could be jeopardized by an investiKa- 
i tion launched this week in Tallahas.see* Florida, into the 
• tominany's alleced ties with South Africa. 

Tadiran is about to comnlete coastruction of a manu* 
;facti|rine facility Ln the caoiul of Florida, where It 
j l^lans to produce the highly sophisticated military com- 
j municaUon systems ordered by the U.S. Army. 
I The city had agreed to put up $2.S million, virtually 



the entire cost of setting up the plant, in order to 
promote Tallahassee's economic development. 

But anti-apartheid activists In the city say they ha«e 
been assured by the municipality that measures will be 
taken to force Tadiran out if their evidence concerhing 
the company's Pretoria connection is confirmed. The 
Pentagon contract in question is one of the largest tytr 
won by an Israeli concern. 

Tadiran's spokesman last week dented that the. com- 
pany was still selling to South Africa. 
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SOWRBALL, has proven less than 
successful in actually snaring drug 
planes, according to critics. Only 
three marijuana-smuggling aircraft 
have been caught by Customs of- 
ficials in Arizona since the. balloon 
went up in the fall of 1987. Young 
said. No cocaine-carrying airplanes 
have been apprehended. 

Customs officials speculate this is 
because the smugglers have been 
flying around the balloon's radar 
coverage. This alternative, howev- 
er, was presumably cut down when 
the second SOWRBALL balloon 
was launched at Deming, N.M., last 
December. A third SOWRBALL 
balloon is. scheduled to be launched 
in Yuma. Ariz., later this rionth. 

Some Drug Enforcement Admin- 
istration officials, however, believe 
the real reason for the low success 
rate is because the balloons are fre- 
quently grounded by Customs of- 
ficials nervous about the blimps be- 
ing damaged by turbulent weather. 

In this incident, Customs officials 
got reports of heavy winds in the 
area of Fort Huachuca on the after- 
noon, of May 10 and brought the 
balloon down, but it was hit anyway 
by the tornado, ripping a hole in the 
helium bag. 

A spokesman for Westinghouse 
Defense Electronic System Co.. 
which manufactures the. radar bal- 
loon, said the damaged bag arrived 
yesterday at the firm's factory in 
Elizabeth City. N.C. Young said he 
has heard repairs could cost as 
much as $1 million, but the spokes- , 
man declined, to. cortini^ht on the re- 
port, - 
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By Jennifer Pannelee 



ROME, May 13— A magistrate 
today told 15 military officeis they 
will be investigated in a suspected 
cover-up of an explosion that de* 
stroyed an airliner over the Mediter- 
ranean in 1980, killing 81 people. 

White the magistrate's notifica- 
tion is only a preliminary step to- 
ward bringing charges, it was the 
first concrete move by Italian au- 
thorities toward pinpointing the 
puzzling circumsunces surrounding 
the crash ninei years ago. The no- 
tices were issueid at the request of 
Rome's prosecutor, Giorgio San- 
tacroce, and will require the offi-, 
oers to cooperate with his investi- 
gation.. 

The most widely held— and poten- 



tially most explosive— of numerous 
hypotheses is that the plane was shot 
down by a NATO air-to>air missile. 
The judge's investigation to date 
leans heavily toward that theory. 

But military officials, including 
Defense Minister Valerio Zanone, 
have denied military involvement in 
the crash.The Air Force was cleared 
of any misconduct in the affair last 
month by a panel of seven experts 
designated by then Prime Minister 
Ciriaco De Mita. The panel said the 
crash might have been caused by 
structural defects in the DC-9 or a 
collision with another plane. 

But the panel's investigation last 
only five months— compared to five 
years for Santacroce's probe— and 
critics have argued that it is one of 
several weak investigations that 
have left the possibility of a cover- 



up. In a recent editorial entitled Lies 
of the State. La Repubblica newspa- 
per lambasted the "scandal" of bro- 
ken promises by officials to solve th^ 
mystery. 

"Our public officials, our leaders 
are pretty mediocre when it comes 
to their institotional duties." wrote 
columnist Giorgio Bocca. "But when 
it conies to blocking attempts to 
ascertain uncomfortable truths. . 
they function like a Swiss watch." 

The charges to which the officers, 
will presumably eventually have to 
answer include false testimony and 
destruction of evidence. The officers 
were on duty at radar stations at Li- 
cola, near Naples, and the Sicilian 
port of Marsala on the night of June 
27. 1980. when the plane plunged 
out of a clear summer sky and into 
the sea near the island of Ustica. 
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Congress right about FSX deal 



C ONGRESS HAS TAKEN A LONG, 
hard look at the proposed deal be- 
tween Japan and the United States to 
develop a short-range fightet of the future: 
and found it wanting. 

-jThe House this week joined the Senate 
in disapproving the deal worked out by the 
Bush administration authorizing the codev- 
elbpment of the FSX fighter. The votes are 
insufficient to stand up to a presidentid ve- 
t6, so the controversial deal will proceed. 
But Congress was correct to note the flaws 
in the international agreement 

The FSX is a deal which shouldn't 
have been made. It is based on the errone- 
cnis assumption that the Japanese, if left to 
their own devices, can build better high- 
tech products than Americans. 

But when it comes to v^orld class, high 
performance, combat and conunercial air- 
craft American firms rule the skies. In com- 
bat craft, the computer source codes inte- 



grating the weapons and maneuvering 
systems are unmatched by any other. 

However, instead of purchasing the F- 
16, the world's best fighter, Japan decided 
to build its own. The Reagan administration 
assumed Japan could build a better jet 
Viathin a decade and pleaded for the right to 
participate. President Bush pressed for a 
better deal calling for American participa- 
. tion in about 40 percent of the development 
and production of the multi-billion dollar, 
project 

The deal is just a non-binding "memo 
of understanding** between the Seoetary of 
State and the Japaiiese ambassador to the 
U.S. The new Japanese administration can 
ignore it once it receives the critical Ameri- 
can technology. 

It would have been better to let the 
Japanese try to compete oil an equal plane 
with American technology. Since that did 
not occur, at least Confess has stated 
where American interests lie. 



recent NATO summit for deep cuts/ 
in conventional forces in Europe. "I 
believe we should take the riik that 
the Soviets are serious in their de- 
sire to reach genuine arms reduc- 
tions with the West,* Reagan said. 

So long ais the threat of commu- 
niaim remains, he said, NATO must 
remain strong. But **if we continue 
our quest for peace," he said, "there^ 
may not even be a need for NATO 
in another 40 years.* 

The retired president took a 
more; cautk>us line in dioqissing 
technobgy transfers to the Soviet 
Union. 

Noting that despite UberaUzatMnV 
the Russians recently had made it 
illegal for individuals to obtain a 
computer printer or a copying ma- 
chine from abroad, he asked: "Why 
should we sell the Soviet Union so- 
phisticated computers when it will 
not allow its own cititens simple 
things like copying machinesr 

But his main theme was that the 
new communications technology is 
undermining authoritarian govern- 
ments everywhere, or, as he put it, 
•*the Goliath of totalitarian control , 
will rapidly be brought down by the 
David of the microchip.'* 

Ciring Churchill as the preemi- 
nent example of a leader who un- 
derstood the power of words in a 
mass-communication age, Reagan 
said technology has now immensely 
magnified that impact — through 
personal computers, satellite tele;- 
vision, telexes and tape recorders. 

"More than arms, more than di- 
plomacy, the communications rev- 
olution will be the greatest force for 
advancement of freedom in. the 
world," he said. 

Although the brutal repression 
of the prodemocracy demonstra- 
tors in Beijing may argue other- 
wise. Reagan declared, "those he- 
roic Chinese students who gave 
their lives have released the spirit 
of democracy and it cannot be 
called back." 
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staff. "Tbe National Aero-Space Plane 
program is deafly a model of bow 
American firms must work together to 
meet the competitive challenge jxtsed 
by Western Europe and Japan." 

Potential foreign competition has 
become a critical lobbying point of 
aerospace companies In the space- 
plane program. They point to a $16 
billion. 20-year commitment by the 
Japanese to develop a hypersonics 
program. $200 million in funding ap- 
proved by West Germany for its Sang- 
er space-plane pfbgram. and, an ag- 
gressive push by the Soviet Union Into 
hypersonics as well. 



Tbe National Aero-Space Plane "is 
the kind of program that the country 
needs to keep our pre-eminence in the 
Industry." said Hershel Sams, vice 
president and general manager of the 
space-plane program for McDonnell. 
"By the 21st century shuttle technol- 
ogy will be 30 years old." 

The budget battle In Washington is 
causing the aerospace contractors in- 
volved in the space-plane program to 
rethink their c6mmitment$ to It. They 
predict that the program will be de- 
layed even if all of the funding is 
restored. 

•-There no qiieslion that the con- 
fusion caused by the funding nux wili . 
slow the program down,'* naid Rocket- 
dyne's. Weisberg. 



During the wait, Rocketdyne has 
put on hold its construction of a $16 
million hypersonic shock tunnel, a test 
facility to simulate orbital-speed coo- 
dIUotts that would be 40 times larger 
than any existing facility of its type. 

"It Is up in the air, but Is has hot 
been canceled." Weisberg said. 

Meanwhile, officials at General Dy- 
namics and McDonnell Douglas say 
they are proceeding normally on their 
space-plane work. McDonnell has 
about 280 employees working on the 
program, with most at McDonnell Air- 
craft Co. in $t. Louis. Oeneral Dyna- 
mics has about 2^ people working oh 
the program, iirith ihpsi of those In 
Fdrt^iirorth. ' : 



TI. 



from Pg. 9 , 

sign and develop adyanced>adar 
systems for both the Navjr's and 
the VS. Air Force's oext-genierar. 
tion aircraft.^ V 

A team of TI and Westlxighouse 
Won radar contra^ from two in- 
. dustry teams competing to build 
the Air force Advanced Tactical: 
Fighter. The cohtracts could ^be 
worth billions wheiir thet ftghteif 
mdiv(fi9^ production. : ; 
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Despite cuts, Soviets seen 




By Rowan Scarborough 

TME ««SMNOTON TMCS 

The Soviet Union, despite prom- 
ises of a 14 percent cut in defense 
spending, continues to modernize its 
nuclear arsenal and produce fighter 
aircraft that nearly rival U^. capa- . 
bUity. Air Force Secretary Donald B. 
Rice said yesterday 

In those areas, "we certainly don't 
see any change downward. We don*t 
see any reflection of their espoused 
defensive philosophy,"* Mr. Rice said, 
during a luncheon meeting with edi- 
tors and reporters of The Washing- 
ton times. 

Mr. Rice said cuts in Soviet de- 
fense outlays would not translate 
into a less potent force. **ln fact, 
there's every reason tc believe the ^ 
way they're headed at this point that, 
while they're going to be reducing 
numbers, they're going to be in- 
creasing the average quality of the 
remaining conventional forces in 



Europe," he said. 

Asked if the Soviets were engag- 
ing in "strategic deception** in prom- 
ising budget cuts, Mr. Rice said: **! 
would not put it down to strategic 

deception on the Soviets* part I 

think we have to be realistic enough 
to see what^ going on in the Soviet 
Union. While it heads in many ways ' 
in directions we should consider (fa- 
vorable), I think we're a long ways 
from being able to conclude it^ irre- 
versible.** 

Mr. Rice, like other top Pentagon 
officials, is grappling with funda- 
mental change in the defense busi- 
ness. Peace signals from the Soviet 
Union and domiestic pressure to cut 
the budget are forcing service sec- 
retaries to do more with less. 

Mr. Rice, who was president of 
Rand Corp.^fore becoming Air 
Force secretary in May, is conduct- 
ing a management review to see if 
he can weed out duplication in tasks 
and speed up weapons procurement. 



"We're seing tc h« :»r^*pOsmg 
ctumges in organization ot some oi 
our acquisition activities. \buH be 
hearing more about that t>efore too 
long,** he said. **We*re looking at 
changes in how we do pilot training. 
We're looking at simple, straight- 
forward streamlining and cutbacks 
in overhead.** 

Mr Rice defended two mnior 
weapon systems under fire on Capi- 
tol Hill, the S70 billion B-2 Stealth 
bomber program and $45 billion Ad- 
vanced Ikctical Fighter (AJF). 

The House Appropriations Com- 
mittee has scrapped all 1990 funds 
for the next-generation ATF, 
charging mismanaigement by the 
Air Force. 

Mr. Rice, while saying s6me crit- 
icism **did merit attention,** charged 
the committee's harsh language was , 
** justification** for taking ATF money 
and earmarking it for other projects 
that lawmakers favor. **! think that to 
some extent that program got 
caught in that kind of need within 



the a>mmir:cc,'* he said. 

The House has proposing cutting 
back production on the B-2 until 
operational tests prove the radar 
evading plane works. 

The li-2 is necessary. Mr. Ric^ ar- 
gued, to assure that the United 
States o6ntinues^td have a Itomber 
capable of penetrating Soviet air de- 
fenses arid retaliating against a^So^ 
Viet first strike. 

*The Soviet Union has made a tre^ 
mendous investment in air de- 
fenses," Mc Riice said. **We have al- 
most none in this country We have 
very light air defenses in this coun- 
try, which means, we give Soviet 
bombers and cruise missiles essen- 
tially a fr^ ride into U.S. air space.** 

Asked if that Soviet investment in 
air defenses would make the B-2 ob- 
solete, Mr. Rice said the Air Force 
set up an **anti-stealth red team" in 
the early 1980s to answer that quesr 
tion. **The mission of that group has 
been to figure out how to beat 
stealth. It has not been able to do so," 
he said. 
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Air Force proceeding cautiously in spy probe of captain 



By Bill Gertz 

IX mSHMOTON TMES 



The Air Foroe used **reasonable 
judgment" in launching an investi- 
gation into suspected espionage by 
an Air Force captain with access to 
US. electronic intelligence and se- 
curity secrets, Air Force Secretary 
Donald R Rice said yesterday. 

Mr. Rice also indicated that the 
Air Force wias cooperating with the 
FBI in the probe of Capt. John Vladi- 
mir Hirsch. an electronics engineer 
based until July with an intelligence 
unit in West Berlin. 

**The Air Force is cooperating 
fully with the appropriate legal 
authorities, as well as conducting 
our own investigation, but none of 
that is completed yet," Mr. Rice said 
in a luncheon meeting with report- 
ers and editors of The Washington 
Times. 

An FBI spokesnian acknowledged 
that the bureau is investigating the 
ca^e. but he declined to comment on 
the specifics of the case. 

Capt. Hirsch, 33, was transferred 
July 31 from the 690th Electronic 
Security Wing at Tbmpelhbff Cen- 
tral Airport in West Berlin to the 
headquarters of the Electronic Se- 
curity Command at Kelly Air Forc^ 
Base in San Antonio. 

Pentagon officials said last month 
that Capt. Hirsch earler had been 
subjected to a polygraph, or lie- 
ddtectpr, exaininatipfi as part of a 
ititttine secunty check and that the. 
lest indicated deception with regard, 
tb questions about espibnkage. 

InvestigatorsaJy fbundda^ 



documents in a car twlonging to 
Capt. Hirsch, an apparent violation 
of security rules, and discovered 
tMuik accounts totaling more than 
S120,000. 

Capt Hirsch also had traveled to 
Austria, Ftance and Italy in recent 
months. 

The combined circumstantial evi- 
dence provided investigators from 
the Air Force Office of Special In- 
vestigations with a standard profile 
of an espionage suspect, officials 
said. 

After initial press reports of the 
case, some Pentagon officials ap- 
peared to back away from the spying 
allegations and relatives of Capt. 
Hirsch were quoted in published re- 
ports as saying the officer, bom in 
Czechoslovakia, was frugal and 
probably accumulated the large 
bank deposits over several years. 

But Mr. Rice said yesterday: **I 
would say it was a reasonable de- 
cision, from what I've seen, to ini- 
tiate an investigation." He declined 
to elaborate on the information that 
triggered the probe. 

He said it was **unlbrtunate" that 
80 much of the preliminary informa- 
tion about the case was made public 

**BeoBUse it was clearly prema- 
ture and piecemeal." he said. "And 
depending on how the whole thing 
evolves, that could turn out to have 
been detrimental to the individual 
Ibr no good reason. But I do think it 
was a reasoiiable jud^ent to ini- 
tiate in investigation.** ' 

Penugon officials said Capt. 
Hirsch declined to take a B^eatid lie- 
<|etector test and rciques^ed legal 



counsel. He is susi)ected of passing 
secrets to the Soviet Union, officials 
said. 

At Ibmpelhoff, Capt. Hirsch was 
chief of the engineering and installa- 
tions branch of the electronic liste»> 
ing post and was responsible for ser- 
vicing and installing the base's 
communications systems. 

He held a top-secret security 
clearance that would havt iKWided 



him w;Ui access to electronic 
monitoring operations and capabil- 
ities, as well as informationabout the 
codes used to scramble US. ttid 
NATO communications. 

Ibch. Sgt, Edward Rasco, a 
spokesman for the Electronic Secu- 
rity Command, said yesterday that 
Capt. Hirsch remains confined to 
Kelly Air Force Base during the in- 
vestigation. 
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Air crash 
mystery 
deepens 

ROME (Reuters) — MiUtary ra- 
dar operators have started a political 
storm with new evidence on a myste- 
rious 1980 Italian plane crash that 
contradicts statements by generals 
and ministers and fuels idlegations 
of a cover-up. 

The evidence given to magistrates 
Ibesday by three air force sergeants 
contradicted repeated olRdal state- 
ments saying military radar oper- 
ators did not see the crash. 

It broke a wall of military sUenoe 
Ofver the deaths of 81 people in the 
crash on a domestic flight of a bC-9 
iiirliner into the sea off Sicily in jime 
19W.. ■.. ' r--y-. 

The yfid«cfe^ itlyivtid pre- 



vious speculation tnat the iX:-9 was 
accidentally shot down by an Italian 
or foreign fighter pursuing another 
plane carrying either Ubyin leader 
CoL Moaniroar Gadhaf i or an escap- 
ing Libyan rebel air force officer. 

Italian newspapers splashed the 
controversy on their front pages yes- 
terday imder . headlines' like "Nine 
Years of Lies" and 'The Lies of the 
Cenerds.** 

Ugo Pecchioli, a leader of the op- 
position Communist Pany, de- 
manded an immediate parliamen- 
tary debate. 

: "Members of the government, 
chiefs of staff, senior leaders of the, 
armed forces have deliberately and 
blamelessly lied to i%rlianient and 
the country. Whoever is responsible 
for hiding the truth mtm be made to 
lMiiwer."he8aid. 

Psolo Biattistuzzi, Chamber of 
peputies leader for the Liberal 
rttrty a member of tiie five^rty 
govmuheht — demanded a paiiriia^^ 
V jito tlw djefense; 

'-^ibiDlster ' '-■^^'■■■.^ 'K- 
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Italiart Think Tank*s Report Suggests 
1/.S. Military Role in 1 980 Airliner Crash 



By Lauia Colby 



In the nine years since ihe to^aUed Us- 
tica disaster, the crash has been one of U- 



Pg. 13 
The report begins with the premise that 
the craish was caused by a niissUe« a the- 
ory supported by several official Italian re* 
ports. Mr Minlano subscribes to the the: 
ory because records of Rome's Qamplnd 
military airport show an "unidentified fly- 
ing object" crossing the path of the air- 
liner at a UhdefTtt angle shortly before 



UN. Italy-Nine years ago today. *iy*s most tallced about mysteries. Many the crash. The object was moving far 



an Italian conunerciai airliner on its way 
to Palermo from Bologna crashed into the 
sea near the Sicilian Island of UsUca, kill- 
ing ail 81 people aboard. The cause of the 
CT9sh has never been determined. 

Now, a report by an Italian think tank 
puu forward a coniroversla] theory: The 
plane nxist likely was shot down by a Side- 
winder AIM-9L missile. The only force in 
the Mediterranean that certainly had such 
a missile In June i960 was the U.S. Suth 
Fleet, the report adds. 

The U.S. always has denied any respon- 
sIblUty for the crash. A spokeswoman for 
the U.S. Embassy in Rome reiterated 
American sutements that no U.S. fighters 
were flying in the area at the time of the 
crash. The only U.S. aircraft carrier in the 
Mediterranean at the time, the USS Sara- 
toga, was in port In Naples, she said. 

In Washington, a Pentagon spokesman 
said: "Wft did not have anybody in the 
area." ■ 



people, including Italian Investigating 
magistrates, politicians and the victims' 
relatives, believe (here has been a cover- 
up; crucial military radar records at two 
separate monitoring posts bear the area 
disappeared shortly after the accident. 

But whom a cover-up would be protect- 
ing has never been clear. Speculation on 
the cause of the crash has ranged trom a 
terrorist bomb to a Ubyan missile to a 
tragic mistake by luly's own military. So 
far. nothing has been proved. 

The new report, by the environmental- 
ist*supp6rted Research Institute for Ols* 
armament. Development and Peace, 
doesn't speculate as to why or how a U.S. 
flghter could have flred on a commercial 
airtiner. Paolo Miggiano. who wrote the re- 
port, says: "We're not trying to accuse 
anyone of anything. We are Just hoping 
that after all these years, we can help the 
truth to come out. " 



faster than any civilian aircraft and per= 
formed maneuvers that military experts 
say are typical of an attacking aircraft. 

Other evidence also supportt the missile 
theory. Mr. Mlgglano's repon al^: Autop- 
sles performed on victinDS show that 
shreds of glass entered their bodies far' 
more quickly than they would have in a 
bomb blast ; damage to pieces of the plane 
recovered from the Mediterranean Indl 
cates the blast took place outside the plane 
rather than inside. The k)cation bf the 
blast, the shape and siie of the bole and 
the estimated size of the warhead help 
eliminate missiles known to be In the arse- 
nals of Italy. Prance and Libya at the 
time, the report adds. 

The records of U.S. radar sutlons in It- 
aly from the period of the crash aren't 
available, according to data provided \o 
the American Embassy by the u^. De- 
fense Department The department ex 
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Boeing Acknowledges 
Inquiry by Pentagon 
Over Its Accounting 



By o W Au. StvccT iouBM Ai. Sioff neport^r 

SEATTLE* Boeing Co. confirmed that 
it's being investigated by the Defense De- 
partment in connection with its accounting 
practices on certain research and develop- 
ment work. 

**the investigation is ongoing, and 
we're cooperating,'' a siiokesman for the 
aerospace concern said. He declined to 
conunent further. 

In Washington. Pentagon officials also 
declined to Identify the specific projects 
and documents investigators are seeking. 
It also isn't clear how much money the in- 
vestigation involves. 

Over the weekend, the Seattle Post-In- 
telligencer reported that, according to In- 
temal company memos, the program un- 



0er scrutiny Is the Sea Lance anti-subma- 
rine weapon, which Boeing is developing 
for the Navy. 

The Defense Contract Audit Agency 
routinely audits contractors' books, and it 
has autlM>rity to subpeona records. The 
Boeing investigation also includes the De- 
fense Criminal Investigation Service, 
which often is called in to help auditors de- 



termine whether laws were broken and 
whether the matter should be referred to 
the Justice Department or other agencies, 
for ftiriher investigation. 

Separately, Boeing also ackowledged 
that it's being investigated by the Occupa- 
tional Safety and Health Administration. 

Richard Terrill. assistant regional ad- 
ministrator for OSHA in Seattle^ character- 
ized the investigation as a ' comprehensive 
safety and health investigation." He de- 
clined to be more specific. 
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Justice recovers 
defense overcharges 

The Justice Department has re- 
covered $14.3 million from a Mich- 
igan defense contractor who over- 
charged the Air Force and Navy 
between 1979 and 1983 for ball 
bearings. 



Acting Assistant Anomey Gen- 
eral Stuan £. Schiffer said yester- 
day the settlement resolves a 
lawsuit filed in November 1985 in 
U.S. District Coun in Hartford. 
Conn., against Industrial Tfec- 
trtmics. Inc., of Dexter. Mich., by a 
former employee. 
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DEFENSE AND ADMINISTIUTION OFFIOALS worked out a lenutive agmment last 
11^ that IS expected to lad to at le»t a partial restoration oT Fiscal 1990 funding for the 
National Aero-Spacc Plane. Deputy Ddoise Secretary Donald J. Atwood. Jr., Air Force 
&CTeUfy Donald Rkt and Nationil Space Counet) Eaecutive Director Mark Albre^ht agreed the 
progiim ^ould remain focused on building a stigje-stage-tixprbii research vehicle, with the Air 
Force as the prime program maiiager. The Defense Dept. ohginaJly zeroed the service's budget 
then reinstated $100 million for the project pending the recommendation of the National Space 
Council, which 11 due this week. The House Armed Services research and development 
subcommittee voted to restore iiext year's Air Foroc fonding for the program to its original $300- 
niUion level. But NASP advocates believe funding still may be limited to about $200 miUion. 
which would slip the program, about a year— the maximum delay acceptable 
participants.. 
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plained that the procedure was tc destroy 
radar upi^s aher 24 hours, unless Uiere 
were special circaitiEfliaiiees.Uuit wa^ 
savtiig tbernr 

The think tank's report comes as the 
case has Jumped back into the headlines. 
On Frtday. a Rome prosecutor charged 23 
Italian military ofliclals who were liian- 
ning radar posts closest to the crash with 
allegedly desutying evidence and with 
talse tesUmoiiy. Meanwhile, a parliamen- 
tary' oommisslon on terrorism and massa- 
cres has taken up the Ustlca aifair-lt Is at 
least the sixth official Investigation, but 
the first by the parllanient-and will begin 
questioalng the former ministers of da* 
fense and transport this week. 



KGB. 
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the enOre natkm f or 13 days In May 
and early June. In fact, offldala aal9 
yeaterday. ao many people Mppa^ 
uKirklng to watch that taidustJial oil;;, 
put dro pped penpent durls^ the 

Apart Iran the edbhocnk boat a(i 
fidabjuaufyfng the deciaion not lo^ 
offer gavel4o-gavel coverage aal^ 
that unlike the Congnesa. which arUt 
oifeet for a few weeka a year, tha 
Supreme Soviet will tK in aeaalon for 
an eaumated eight months a year. 
*We can't afford a C-Span.* qulppeik 
one Foreign Minlatry omdal. referir 
ring to theOS. cable channel thai 
covers Ccr^greaa. 

Laat nl^t Soviet tekvialon did 
broadcaat 45 nUnutea of excerpta 
from the aeaalon. which la cxpectad 
to continue, with brief lntemipClon%, 
through Ai«. 4. 

The deputies face a 21-pQln^ 
ag|enda that aocne of them immedlT^ 
ately pronounced too filled with oomr 
plex. controversial meaaurea for tha 
month*4cvig teaalon. 

It Is scheduled to fvvlew dooesn e^ 
ministerial appolntjhents. elect tha 
Suprtime OouK and top proaecutom 
and consider 13 draft laws rangbif 
from religion and the press to taxar 
tlon and consumer rights. 

Sclenust Evgeny P. VeUkhM 
drew giuips when he hekl up a fat 
volume explaining the prooedurea fbit 
lawmaking In the U.S. Congrcaai 
Vice Pftildent Anatply I. tuk^noik 
won approval of the agertda partly b|c 
saying that all the proposed laws dtaK 
not have to be passed by Aug. 4. but 
that discussion of them should at 
least b(^. 

In his disanningly candid !tve^ 
la Interview. Mr. Lapygln of the de^ 
feruie committee said he favors tH5 
eventtial creation of a profeaalorud. 
al]*volunteer army, a controversial 
proposal here both becauae of M 
coat and becaiae tt la assodatod widi 
Westerifi "bourgeois' countries. 

He olThaiidedly rdjemd to the Sft^ 
vteu* eqiUvalent of the U.S. *it^ 
warst atrategic defense system, sayv 
lng *of course they know in the U.S. 
that we*rt creaUng systems capabla 



Frmce Planntng to R^oin NATO i KGB..-.Pa. e 

^55^';;^^^ NATO, and thai it has Ibid 

WO-<)ffiaaIs. U^ough lis permanCTt ambassador lo organizaUbii Oabri^l Robin, that if its cdiidiiidris Wer* 
rf/*^"' P'*^ a^ active Tple in NMX>*s Air CpmmaTRJ Mc^tro^ S^&^ 

as •niomson^F; tofonnauque de Systems fet de Rgseaux qSR). and^ Sintra^jga^^ dey61<^ife^^ ; 
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Chi hndd nellW il missile sulDCP deK'Ifaviaf 

USnCAr MIS1ERI 
SENZA RISPOSTA 



SoAo tnooii moiti { hti o- 
teun die riochieiu diipoita 
dtl inmmrD Zanone dovii 
ehianre. Come it naxiooaliii 

deU'Ittvlt. fnXliennno^ 
eipem deirAenNMuticft mili- 
Ure, Che t/Tumcbertiuio la io> 
ro opera a qiwlla ddTaltn 
cpinmittiofle ittttuita dal vn^ 
•ideate del Coati|iw Oe Mlta. 
Un paMo in avaatl. uitanto, k 
■tato fttte: i peritl del Tribu- 
nale ttaAno etaUJito cfae la 
fciuura diUiUca Ai prevoc*. 
tt da u» ntutUe, • oob « poco 
w 11 uene oon^ cbe per gtua. 
lere a quesu eottduiioDe d 
■onovoiutiben9aaal 
In tuttequeito tempo leipo- 
*9^^ •Mo mol- 
te. Aunnitio qualeuoo aveva 

Giriito wblto di ttB eeploiivo. 
It po' alia volta era emeno U 
•otpetto le tiMce del oo. 
iiddetto T4 (Que«p. come * 



pp di eipledvo uiato) foewfo 
di mpveaieaza eetema. E ai 
era PoUzata la plitt di un 
mlM i fr , l a nci ato cfaUrt da chl. 

Me »oa editeva akua ri- 
Jo^J^gjtUvaMaB«va la 

MimSieS?di Ucola, due biS 
nunan ehe dovrebbero ooih 
Mtaraiaitairasaddaeitri 

fl>etn di jprofbaditi eea la eai^ 
caM delraerao Ittvia. Rimi. 
Jje™ aolo ie bwce rilevate 
da ClampiDo: roaido ceatio 

aaa del 0C» k pivieaa di a». 

TO tuoenoBtd. Ouale i8te^ 
P*«a*foMdafe?C«Dei 



re quelle preeeaae jaiiterioae? 

MMidulll. U primo ad aver a. 
— le niidiailosi di 



Qarapiao. h rilevare Peei. 
stauB di ttB Ottetio («ii cem* 
poftava oom ita modn), «be 
pnma ddl'e^loeioae vlra vetv 
•oEiiL AicMMlvameate, due 
o^etu voiaati attraveiwao 
[uwdeidiaaftiocBdaiUvB. 

MB^i uaa BovitA) pooebbeee- 
Mfd Mate uaa btt^ia aer^ 
mdttiMi trafieaflttate per tta 
^■yUyto o emm.. D n&ile 
gotttbfcje eitere fiaito aul DC 
9, Mratto da oaa Ibate di ea* 

•i. Prapne queOa aera dd dia». 
dtp • qualcuao ft poi aetare • 
WM ddl di Uttkala fkm a. 
me^aaa era in dato di aller^ 
la. Pecbe ere piriaM dd vote I- 
tmu, ad Meditemaeo en 
gMfltato raereo ddl'allera 
PMideate Carter. Nd OoHb 



di Napdi en aaeonu la por- 
taaret SantoiB. lo questa eir. 
caitaiua qualeuoo p«ria di 

«iiaa dUa aerea iatnpreu tn 
« Awace americaai e due Mig 
bta. lataato, la commiaiiooe 
idhtUta dd preddeate dd 
Coodilio, cbe avrebbe dovuto 
ceeaegaare i riaultati il 7 aiar. 
» Mono, ha avute uaa prore* 

&di3aMd,flMatnileBlidd 
aUiari ddie vittineliuiao 
• nf i nnriet o.una aerie di iaiaia- 
tivc. Tka mwde, c'f laridueett ; 
di ua dibattito alia Ckmen. 
nteaire d ffudiee iitnittore 
Buewdii d ebiede il rispetto 
dd tenniae oiaadmo di due 
flMd dd depodto deOa perida 
ttedca, per la CMdudoae dd- 
riatnittoria. Al giudiee i nato 
aaebe eoaiepntQ ua deaeo di 
aoouaattvi di alcuae petione 
•oepettate dadi awoeati di «. 
Mn reiponMbili di depinatti 
0 di ooMltaneati e dteraii»- 
aedipiovi. v 
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KahusaBianoQ^LuipM 



oii e ert di mliterigso nella 
lara di apptlro ehe tuegnd 
•lU ditu frucese Ifremer I 
^—Itvori per 11 rvcupero del 
Dc:9 abbattuto da ua missile net cielo 
dl Ustica II 27 gluno 1980? fi cl6 ehe 
al stanno chiedendo da un palo dl 
•etrimane I servizi segreti ItaUa&i. B 
II fovcmo ehe vuole sapcre. ehe ha 
chiesto ai scrvlai di ricostruire la sto- 
ria di quelUppalte: trpppe cose noD 
temtno. Vedlamo. 

Siamo neJl'ottobre 1980 e I! sostl- 
tuto procuratore delUi Repubbliea 
01 Roma Giorgio Saniacroce, incarl- 
cato di indagare nil disutro del 
Dc9 abbattuto il 27 giugno nel deli 
dl Usuca, chiede per la prima volta 
ehe siano recuperati i resti delKae* 
rep. Ormai git si fa strada ripotesl 
Che il Dc9 sia auto eolpito da ua 
missile. Sanueroee lavia la sua ri* 
Mieita al miaiatero del Traipord 
(illora regnaate U sociallsu Via- 
owao Baliamo), «Mal otteauto uaa 
nf PO^tat, ha diehlirato Saaueroee 

Aadlamo avaatL II miaiatero stu- 
Ola la queitloae e abbozza ua dise* 
gao di legge per lo staazlameato ae* 
ff^^t 9 '«|H«o circa dieci ml* 
Ilardl. Baizamo glra la pratica alia 
amidenza del Coaaiglio. Nel marzo 
I98J» quaado capo del goverao « 
Amlotore Faafani {per ua period© dl 
. soli sei raesi), da PsJazzo Chigi parre 
I uaa lettera dl rispoata al mlaistro 
I del trasporti Mario Casallauovo^ mi- 
Bistro per ua breve periodo: «I soldi 
aoa d aoao. Vedltela lu col budget 
del mialstero del Trftaporei». E tutto 
al fenaa 11. Ciortio Saatacroce toraa 
alia carlca. NelTatto di formalizza^ 
zloae deirinchlesu (affidata poi al 

fudice istruttore Vlttorio Bucarelli) 
magistrato rtpete daecapo: cPer 
^pire qualeosa di questo giallo, « ta* 
dlape^sablle reeupcrare I'eereo*.^ 
Slemo sempre nel 1983 e da alloral 
ptr tre aaal, le richieate del gludice 
nma&goao lettera osorta. 

a V^l^ ^IVf prcsidente 
della Repubblica Fraaeesco Cosslga 
(f U presldeate del Coaslgllo ad 
tjofni delta iciagura di Ustica) later 
vleae persontlmeate. B chiede at go* 
veriBO Craxi: tCost al aipciu per tl- 
u^ iu dal fonder dd mi^re (I relitto 
dell aered?>. Da oul tutto si rlmeete 
ta npto, Bdtino Craxi iacarlca llsuo 
braedo desiro Oiullaap Amatb di rir 
' ablvere la Queir<<Mii» I »ftMf«rtw#i vk^mmJ 



sto trpvatl attingendo al lonot riser 
vati della presideaza dd Coasiglio. 
•Sono stato io a splngere per la veri* 
ha rlcordato pochi gioral fa 11 
tegreurio sociallsu. lauadeodo aa- 
Che: nCt qualcuno che aoa pu6 dire 
tltrcitaato». Il riferimeato, aemme* 

2^ ^I^??? * Ciovaaal 

Spadolin e per il auogoverno (dura* 
to fiao a drcembre/82) che aoa fu 
Cipaceditrovarelfoadi* 



oordtnare del rellito. La missione 
imffrieana ebba luogo. 11 tommergl* 
He scatt6 le fotografie e localizzb 
laturalmeate I relFitl. La collabora* 
^cnt Use si latemippe II. II message 
iio degll amerlcani Tu chiarissimo. 
Raccoata ua perito della commlssio* 
tie dinchiesta dd mialstero del Tra* 
sporti: td fecero eapire che In que* 
ata storia, una volta eseguiii i rileva- 
meatl. aoa volevano piCi antrire*. 
Ci6 che tuttavia rende sospetta tutta 



U patrta parte dunque a) recupe* tuttavia reade sospetta tutta 

ro dd rditto e la glustizia sembra vicenda e che ha aollecltato Tat* 
•wieiaard al suo obblettivo. Ma ec- dd oostri 007i t II dleazlo 

CO che riatrigo si complica di auovo. iiipluto coa cui airepoca vense 



fia!!u^i '^^i*^' Si tratu di ua 
aereo Itallanoi caduto ad cielo Italia* 
BO, quasi sicurameate abbattuto da 
ua missile. Aazi, sia Crad sia Amato 
ae sono ardcoayiatl. Betdao ha rac 

chlesje dA fatte. Ho ehlesto chlari* 
meatl allaeroaautica mllitare a d 
•ervid segreti. Ml sono coavlato ehe 
ft stato ua missile da guerra«. 
La gara dl appalto; in redtft uaa 

sempllce tratutiva private, viene 
vlnta dalla society francese a parte* 
dpazione staule Ifremer. If con- 
tralto ft stipuiato coa il giudlce 
istruttore Vlttorio Bucarelli che in 
quel momento rappreaeata lo Stato 
luliaao. 1 motivi uffiddi soao due: 
primo, Tofferta delt'Ifremer ft coa* 
siderata economlcameate ragione* 
vole. Secoado: I'lfremer ft la ditta 
piCi attrezzata a tecnologicameate 
avanzata per timili eperacioai. Tut- 
to logico. 

B lavece no, In prima lucgo ft 
chiaro ehe net recupero del Dc9 c'ft 
un forie interesse nazlonale. Soprat* 

tutto se ad abbattere Taereo ft stato, 
come ormai sembra fuoiH discusdo* 
ae, un missile stranlero. B gift curio* 
so oulndi che i lavori veagaao affl* 
oati a un paese che. a torio o a ragio* 
ae, ft compreso adia lista dd sospet* 
T * vero che I francesi 

dell Ifremftr fossero allora f 11 unid 
In grado di tirare su It relitto. Oil 
amerlcani avevano dfferto la loro 
coliaborazioae. And, proprio It go* 
vernp Crad ayeva preso contattl coa I 
1 ambaseiata amarkana a Roma. B II 
«>veriid Use aveva mftsao a disposl* 
done ua sdmmergibila da alte pro* 
fprtditft per fptografare e rilevare le 



te, rofferu della soeietft iuliana Sal* 
pern, del gruppo Bal. 

a 'Ha dlehiarato dt*£iiropeo II pre* 
0 fWtftie della Saipem Giovanai btb 
^* I Orto. democristiaao: tin quel gior 
at scrlvemmo una lettera alia prtsi* 
denza del Ccnsietio per offrfre la 
nostra disMnibilltft alloperadone. 
Nessunod ha mal rlsposto. 11 magi* 
atrato prefert riframer. Nd, uaa 
pitta ftallaaa, avremmo potuto far 
[0. 6 vero: aoa avevamo un battello 
la grado dl seendere a quelle pro* 
ipaditft, ma avremmo potuto benis* 
simo trovaflo sul mercato, noleg* 
f iarlo, magarf dalla atesaa ifremer* 
laveee fuinmo esclusU. Perchft nes 

•^auao fiao ad ora ha mal rivdato Te* 
dsteaza dl uaa quallficata offeria 
iullaaa? 

Tagllata fuort la Saipem, la ditu 
Ifremer, la cui base operativa ft a To* 
loae* porta mllitare fraaeese, ottiene 
to commessa e comincia a tavorare. 
Nd giugno 1987 i tecnlci fraaeest re- 
cuperano la scatola aera dd Oc9. Di* 
chlara Ooihlaique Olrard. direttore 
ddle eperazioai aavali della Ifre* 
men «Crazie alia aostre attrezzature 
abbiamo potuto rapidameate loca- 
lizzare II Dc9». Ma come? GiuUano 
Amato aoa aveva gift otteauto oa aa* 
AO prima dalla marina americana 
an diffuso ritevameato fotogralico 
^ttpmarino e quiadi aache la coor 
dlaate precise dd rditto? Noa resu* 
?a che rlpescara i reiti ddraered. 
Perchft rilre Bar ft riparclu da zd^o, 
perdtndq taatq pi^d^^^ taioaipo? So* 
ab)it«H^ paaiai^ «f mi^ci^ 



I 



I 



eolti dalla mirlai tutuBltenta op- 
pure ao7 

Net iMrt dalli eoii|itturi che per 
otto inai «i lOM affoluite totomo a1 
miiiero del De9« ooo pu6 euere im 
c$$c u i noitri Mrvixl dlinfonMsio' 
ne htano proprio osfti rieiumeto I 
documeoti reUtivi tirAppaito Ifrr 
mar. Proprio oggi ehe riipuau U pi* 
•u di ua ctccU ttranlora I ttrvtxt 
lagrctl iuliaai lunno laiegueodo 
uai pouibile pUu f raaceaa. 

Sia del giugao 1980. outado I'A* 
lining Standm di Londra a2iard6 
ripoteii dl un oUuila sptrato da ua 
caccia deeollato dalla porcaerei 
fraaeeta C/tmancaan, il governo dl 
Parigi feca aotare cbe la porueral, U 
27 giugao di quall'aaao, avava dato 
foado airaaeora ael porto di Toloaa 
proprio quelle autdaa a cha addirit* 
lura 1 luoi aerei da combattimeato 
traao rieocratl la patrta il giorno 
prima. I franeaai aggiuaaero eae« ia 

ogai etso, I cacda Super Bteadard 
aoa haaao ua'autoaomia operative 
ia grado di f arli volara flao a Uatiea. 
Tesi loiioseriuc aache dalla mtt%$ 
italiaaa. Dimeailcaado tuttavia che: 
primo. i'aeronauiica franceae diipo* 
ae di basi la Corsica a quladi ia pie* 
00 Tirreoo centrale. Secoado: ehe 
nelU bale corsa di Ctlvi, ha ii auo 
quanier generate il reggimcnto Oa- 
2ieme Choc» un reparto ipeciaie abi- 
Utato a lofiicicate operazioai belli* 
che di pronto imerveato. Aache aa* 
rooauticbe. 

Qualche tacompreatlone, laoltrt« 
deve eiierci iiaia tra i lervizi legreti 
italiani a francesi aU'epoea deirlaei« 
dente. Al Sitmi (Servizio inlormazio- 
ai mllirari) che 24 ore dopo la acia* 
gura chiedeva chiarimenti ai lerviii 
a egreti franeeii (Sdeceh il coate Ale* 
xandre Dc Marenche. capo delle aple 
di PaWgi, evitava addirittura dl rt* 

tardi negato di aver mai rieevulo il 
fonogramma del Sisml. Qualcuao di 
certo* tra 1 due, ha mentlta 

Ua fatto ^ f uori discuuioae. Se c'k 
atata una vaita operazione di coper 
tura delia veritii. questa e comlncia- 
la un minu(o dopo il disastro dt UatI* 
ca. I lervizi tegreti Ualiani dell^po* 
ca haaao sempre mostrato scarao 
entuiiaimo nelreuminare la teti del 
aUislie omicida, di qualunque aaaio- 
aaUi4 e$so poteiie eaaere. 

Ka dichiarato il 30 lecteonbre 19g6 
davanti aila Camera rallora lottoae- 



gretario alia preaideaza del Consi- 
alio Glullaao Amato; «I1 Slsml aoa 
ha faito aeaiuae iadagiae. Solo trt o 

Juattro accertamentit. Interpellato 
%\VEurcp40, il leaatore Praaceaco 
Mazzola« che ael 1980 era delegato 
dal presldeate Coitiga al coatrolto 
del servizi di licurezzap ha preciaalo 
meglio; -Nt ia via ufficiatci ni la via 
ufficioaa venae allora formulara dai 
aervizi lipoteai del miaaile/ Nella 
maaiera piii aiioluea. Ustica fu coa* 
liderato ua fatto di eui non era ae* 
cesiario oecuparii a tiveilci di iotaiU* 
geiiceii» .. 



rutio queito A. a dlr poco. 
molto atraao. Taaio pio che 
U 27 giugao 1980 cade al 
ceatro di una aueceiitoae dl 
gioral ia culPaei cleli del Medlterra* 
aeo c't ua viavai iaferaale di cap! di 
Statp, geaaraU. miaiatrt degli Bateri. 
L allora preaidente degll Stall Unit! 
Jimmy Carter acorratzi da Roma a 
Madrid a Liabona. A Veaezia ai chlii* 
de» U 23 giutao, U vertlce del aeife 
paeai pi(& induiirUttziad coa bravi 
aopeadici vaeanzlere della aigaora 
Thatcher e di Ciicard d'Bitalag. B 
proprio il 27, glorao della lelagura* 
laaciaao Ankara ia Turchia i mini* 
atrl degli Bateri della Nato che al ao- 
BO aeeapigliaU lul problema degli 
euromlsii i atratagicL Compreio U 
romiatro degli Bateri italiano BmiUo 
Colombo che vola verao caaa. 

t dilaro che;coa ua Vimile traffl* 
CO, a di eotaaio raago, I cleli, 1 mart, 
ogai ceatimetro cubico di aria, foa- 
coatroUati da uaa mlriade di 

milltari, da una tconoiciuta quaatitl 
di radar a dl aatelliti da ritevamento. 
Bppure. neaauno, almeno fjnora, ha 
deito di aver intercettato le aequeaze 
deUatragediadelDc9, ^ 

B un punto, queiro, non aufficiea* 
lemeate approfondito. I lervlzi ae* 
greti tecnologicamente avanzati (e 

ael 1980 aoa era questo U caao Italia* 
ap) diapongoao dl lofUticate atazio- 
nl di aicolto deiretere e di tntercet- 
tagioae delle comuaicationi* La 
Oraa Bretagna pub coatare aul 
«Govemment communication head* 
quarterai, coa aeimila addettl. con 
uaa bate priacipale a Cheltenham e 
baai dliaeminate dappertutto. ao- 
prattutto net Medlternaeo. da oveat 
a eit, per eiempio ad Alcrotirl a Ci- 
pro, alCi alire aeonoiclute. Cti ameri* 
caai hanno la Naa (National aecurity 
agency) coo ua bilancio auperiore dl 
aei volte a queito della Cia. Analosbl 
aervizi hanno 1 franceai, I tedeachi, 
all iaraeliaal. Si iratta di atazloni ia 
runzlone veatlquatt^'ore au venti* 
quactra 

Poaaibite che aeuuno abbia cat* 
turato le ultima comuolcaziooi ra« 
dio del Dc9 e, aoprattutto. del cae* 
cia aaaaaaiao e U aua baae? Bd * 
eredlbile che aetiuao di queati aer 
vizi, maaari ia via ufficioaa, abbia 
offertoalle autoritk Italiane, elvUi o 
milltarip o agti aieiai aervizi aegretl 
come meVce dl acambio, queate ia* 
tercettazioal? 

Soao tutti alemeati che coatribui- 
acono a aoateaere la teal dl una co« 
pertura organlzzata delia veriti^. Po- 
che oaaervazloni baatano a capirt 
Tcnormltk degll Intereaii che agiaiao- 
no come aplnte coatrappoate nello 
indaglal. C^ ua paeae. con la atia tfe* 
ronautlca, reapotuabiW della morta 
di 81 oeraoae, che maaovra e iatriga 
affinchi ogai arova venfa caneelu* 
ta. CI aoao poiiticl che naaao datb 
forae Tordlae di tacere ai mliitari 
Italiaal per auperiort nibtivi dl iate* 
ireaaa aaztooaie. O ci lono milittri 
che forae hanno tacluto la veritii ai 



poiiticl* Se ogjl q'li^^^^^^ j^, 

^J^'J'^M'' lo Satheaa 
All interno della Nato, i governi di- 
bateevaiio attrayerio grandi lacera- 
zlonl ae Inatallare o no gli euromitii* 
I americaai. Se ia quel giorili gli ita- 
llani aveiaero aaputo che un oiiiiile 
aveya abbattuto per errore ua aerao 
civile, di certo Cotniio non avrebbe 
mal avuto la aua bate mUHliatica 
Bucleara. 

a ear* Bial una veritJi? Al preai* 
deate del Conzlalio Ciriaco Da Mita 
ehe chiedeva ufficialmentc la collr 
borazione deir Alleanza atlaniica per 
la aoluziona del mistero. giovedl 10 
novembre, U legretario generate del* 
la Nato Maafred Woerner ha riipo- 
ato: -Vl daremo tuttc le informadSni 
cne abbiamo». Dal quartier geaerale 
Nato di Bruaellea pub arrivare 
ua informazione vitafe. La «Situa* 
u^^in^' Mona. vidno Bruzel* 
ea, k I ufficio da cui il governo ita» 
liano Mtri aapere quail forza aero- 
navali affiyano nel mar Tirreao il 27 
giugao del 1980. 

Le Informazlonl dalla Nata 1 ri* 
aultati della perizia ancora in corao 

!5i.MSJo*»f" quarti dei rotiami 
de Dc9. Una nuova collaborazione 

tfl A^^H »iranlerL La rab- 
ble delle forze armate iialiane Urate 
in ballocome reapoaaabili della tra* 
gedia. Sono tuttI elemenii che oggi 
avvlciaano alia aoluziona del iiiiate* 
ro. A meoo che, di nuovo. qualcuno 

f wu > rl'^^Pi?*'*^* ruliimo 
obib del Dc9 nelle profondite di Uati- 

un altra eaploraa one aottomariaa. 
Naiuralmeaiedell'lfremer. mm 



Ml 



i 




moniA* Non tu amdirUarto 
U mtiiUekUUr 41 Ufltihft. • i\ 
OMtro della variti &o» su * 
WftAhihgton. Lo rlviUii por- 
uvoM dtli'aiDlMutoUU anuK 
ricant a Roma: i Hpn aiiatO ' 

UllUUiUUUUfi* 
S3a^i aono lalia • 
"prlva di (cindamaDtoB» Le p*' 
?oU» dttl porUvoot amaHca* 

00 abarrano Cone par lani- 
^a una porta oht aembrava 
laaarai aperta naRU ulUmi 
lloroi. Poiiiblia. ci al chia* 
dava. oho la portourol «8ara- 
:ofa», alU londa a Napoli, 
Qon avaavB viMtu oon U iua 
poUntUaima a&tantta Fa* 
aploalona dal Dc 9 Itavia tt 
rTgiugnoisao? 

I& otto anni, U govarno Ha- 
Uaoo mn aveva chiaato t na- 
jtrl a|U amaricanl (ni alia 
Nalo). Oggi» gu suti unitl 
dlehiarano di aod polar for- 
olra alia naaoanto oommla* 
aiona d'indaglfia Da UiU (ai 
iaaadicri probabilmonta tn 
dggi a domanU alcuaa irao- 
Ola radar eha amaaohari il 
auiar. Uatfairt li U ooal pm 
intrioato, a riauMa anal di 
traiformArai in una Iragloa 
faraa, m ua maeabro baliai- 
10 di praaunta rlvalaalooi a 
puntualiamantita. 

VaralonaTgSalU. IlroU>- 
caloo dal Tgl k tomato iari 
sara aul toaao Uatioai. Kalla 
praoaiientl punuta avava 
iparato a aaro eontro rArma 
aaaumu a tirar gii^ U Do*0 
liavia aarabbe aUto un oao* 
lia itallano oha mirava in 
raalt4 a uo radlo«baraaglio. 
Venione aaoeaxnaAta aman- 
Uta, prima dal minlttro del* 
la Dlfct<a Valerio Sanona. 
pai dal (^nittgUo dal mini* 
itrl. Z»a Tv dl Statu avava da* 
^1 dl avltaro 11 Kirim. Inva* 
ca, Sari aaro i teleipattatori 
Italiani hanm> potuto aagui- 
ft la aconcurunti diohiara* 
Uoni dt Pocilo fiunattl, 57 an* 
nl» ax diptndanUi dalla Sela* 
nia. «Un noma almila^ mio 
• mcooDta U "iaatlmona** * 
ara nalla liata del paaaaggarl 
acomparai* Oacina dl aanloi a 
epnoaoenti, aopraitutto 
•^ttlU cha avavano iavorato 
6on ma ool poUgono aarao 
iparimaotala intarloraa di 
Salto di Qulrra, ml talatona- 
roDoa. iUoo di loro - poia* 
|tta Bonattl - mi rivai6 oha 
Id abbatiaru 11 Dc*0 ara atato 
in mlaaila lanciato da uo 
moola iadcHoo. in voio par 
laaroitaaioni. 

n valivolo mnitara, daeoi* 
oUo da Martina Fraaoa (ma 

1 Martina Frimoa non o'a un 
laroporVo bamU un eantro 
.'adar. f/aaropnrto pia vloi* 
mi a » Giuu a«i Ci9\Ut, aa/40 
am In llnaa d'aila, juLt.), 
#iaggluva in'''automatico^ 
^rogrummalo eintt par Tau* 
'^faaat. 

aSulla wok rotta - Inalata 
ImplHAto Salanla - in* 
uooib, Cuorl orarib • fuorl 
^Biioti, U Db«f Ztavia. X fu la 
trai^io. teonvcuto, ii plib^ 
;a. Oha avava un npma dl 



ohiara origlne pblacoa, Du* 
browakl o qualooaa dl almi* 
la» attarr6 pooo dopo nalla 
'9a*a aarda di Daoimoman* 
nu.Zl glomo auooaalvo lu 
rtmpatrlato in gran fratt«»t 
Flnadalraooonto. 

n aignor Bonattl non rl- 
oorda U noma dairamioo 
oha gli fooa la eonfldanaa. 

I Foraa, dloa» tx llngagnar 
Vlttorlo Cal6. Morto da aal 
annt. La vaduva non ^ in gra* 
do di oohtarmara ni amantl* 
re. yambMClaU tadaaoa a 
Roma, Invaca, amenttaoo. La 
radaaiona dal Tg Satta fa aa* 
para dl tavar oarcato Invmno 
nal giornl aeoral provo oar 
taa. 

tt OlomaJa ha talafonaio 
larl aara al oantro di Martina 
Franoa a al I aantlto dlra da 
un utflolala <eha ha ohiaato 
di non oltara U auo notna) 
6baUaaradal37 glugno ilM 
non el f urono movimantl aa* 
ral da Oiola dal CoUa. S pol, 
k mal conoapiblla oha In 
iampo dl paoa un pllota dl 
oacela attravaral I'XtaUa con 
rauto«dl(aaainaariUt 

Varalona Gtaaddall Far 11 
oolonnallo 11 klliar a a alalia 
a atrlaoa. Un mlaatla Uaa. 
dhaddafi glura dl potarlo 
provara, oaria alia mano, In 
94 ora (a U aotloaagratario 
alia Hnanaa, ll Ubarala Sta- 
tano Da Luoa, aoUaolla Sa- 
nona a ehiadargllala). L'am- 
baaoutora dt Ubla a Boma, 

Bhttlgan, ba praolaato par6 
oha U faaoloolo dalla varlta 
anon a atato fatto dal Ubloi 
ma dagU ataaal ltalUnl« oon 
la indaginl gludlalarla a oon 
Qualla glornallatioha». Tarn* 
paaUva a aoontaia la rtaalo* 
na dall'ambaaolata amarlca- 
na a Romai «un aoouaa, 
qualladl Qhaddafl. aaioluta* 
mania faua a prlva dl fonda* 
montOJi. 

6taU UnlU a Nato rlbadl* 
aoono oha naaaun maaao aa* 
rao o navala ara oparatlvo 
nal Tlrrano al momanto dal 
diaaatro. 

Frattanto, la « Voca rapub- 
bllcanan erltlca 11 praaidania 
dalla Raglona Blollla, Rlno 
Kicoloal, par avar conaanil* 
to a Ohaddafl, andando a 
Tripoli ool glomallaU. di 
lanoiara la aua aoouaa antl- 
amarlcana* 

f raaunta aaaroliaalaBi bU» 
Ularl. Dn giomala ha aoata* 
nuto iari cna arano In oorao 
aaaroltailonl franoo-ltalU' 
na a Capo Taulada, aU*aatra- 
tto Umila aud daUa Barda* 
gna, tt ae a ai glugno* n aOnl* 
ataro dalla Dlfaia ha aublr^ 
praolaato aha tutta la onitl^ 
navaU IIsUiumi arano in por* 
to a Cagliarl aniro la ora 0 dal 
tt glugno, la maltinadall'ln* 
oldanta. Aneha gualla fran* 
oaal avavano Intarrotto Vat- 
Uvlia natla nolla fim 11 Ifl a il 

SI ■■■ 

Con tth'aggiunta; raddatto 
navala dalrambaapiata dl 
Frahela a Itomar 11 oapitanp 
dl vaaoallo <{aan-Plarfa La- 



baa, aaolttda oha U iCtuapnil- 
lav (U caccUtofpMinlara; 
franoaaa ahiamalo in oiufi> 
foaaa altraaaato par lanelai^ 
mlaallt Bote oaiwohi da tOD 
mUUnftatri par iparara i tar* 
ra. . . 

Iari aara i>ffiiro la aofkio, 
11 Tg di Ralaquatiro, hia Inva* 
ca aoalanulo oha 11 glornd 
dairinoidanta paitl dalla ba* 
aa eoraa dl Bolanaara un aie^ 
rao oarlood'armlparlrlbaltt 
anUOhaddafI dl teteuk. u 
lonU7 Vn rapp^ dai aarvi* 
ai aagratl franoaai Vn aplao- 
dlo foraa da ooUagara alia . 
tragadladlUailoa. 

MavaaVaolufa 



vfwmulkc c dm iciVlzI fcgtvtl^ dl. 

nim I'cx minls(ro dclla dITcs^ Lclio 
>4aiorio, «luul ciicluiK;ru ctiicguHi;a- 

Jhetiic ouiitsiDii impllcQzionc: ic 11 
^fhidicc dovctsc conrtrtnarc la verslo- 
^ ripTPpc^ln In qucf ti ilpml algnlfi- 
^mtMbQ chc i nosiri nflliuri haiino 



aacgnosamcnic quaiuictito •false c in- 
famantit Ic noUxic chc fctltono 
•PCtU iuirAcronaurtca mllilorc. iMo 
M esMre chiamaio in duaa Dpta*bbe 
J?'^ vpnlafllo dl ge- 
«rchic mflili^i*, pmiia Jf acnaturu 
Antonio piollul, uho dq^tl caponcnli 
dd Comitato per ta vcriti lu Uitiea, 
«d&i semplici umdaJI addptti ai 




Vn •W?!^? chf^^^a^^^^^ rc dl allora e dl pui. retponS 

• — del aervlaf icrcur * pcrt^itfncflc 

pcnaare che ocio anni di occulUmcnil 
^aho ayvenuti icnza h fmortaabllU* 
dl uomlnl poiUlei a livallo di govcrno; 

WKigncrii capire ae 1 mtnittrl chc 
ftliora diedero rtsputie pcriomepo o> 
vailve io fcccro per ijgnorensat per 
con?pt|ch4, o per coprire quolchc ae- 
greto*. 

U atrage di Uttica potrfc far ircma- 
rt Ic poltrone dci poTblci? II sottoiK> 
pctirio liberalc alfe Pinanae Slefanp 
De Luca. 0 quale da Icmpo •ITerma 



^^^PWjl/ Nuf glugno seorio tl mlnr 
l «lro Valcrip Zanone ha fatto ribadirc 
fcr iiTTtlojBl suol capi dl Siaio ttiag- 
Ikut It afrermaxloni dl '"Innocenitir 

^*m|>re fTOclamaic. 8e k concluaioni 
>« gfudlce Bucarelli doveasero amen- 
*t la '^lA*' del general!. que«ti 
IkiciimcntI polrcbbcro divcmah: asaai 
«npromeci^ per I tero finnatari. 
vj prJmo a dover rispondere larebbe 
eapo di Sialo maggiorc dell'Acro. 
ttuttea di allpra, gcncrak* Umberto 
Wpl*«cl. chc in quttsti giomi ha 



' cH' aui aiaaatrii del iX* 9 
I wesgia utm Mmmsjmu 
' di Sioio*. non ho dubW. 
' •hi rciponaabiliii e k n> 
UcmrtA^ Stato mng* 
r giorc deirAeruniuticu jio*' 
w provate; ehe quoleuno 
vsbif^ Irnbrof tiato ie earti* 
4 orirnai certo: ml aembra 
pcrt.lippojtflb^^^ 
fibtrl di allora non abbla- 
lio capito nullii: ml augu- 
ro poaaa riauhare che ao- 
00 atati ioUanCo dcgU 
•prowcduti»; 

Ma c^ chl, come B 
mintelrd del TcK^ro Oiu- 
Uano Amato, prvferiKcc 
oncora tohcehtrare luM I aoapciii aui 
njilllarl: cMI lambra veroslmlte che 
gll Stall inagglori obblano noacoiito 
qualcosft ti rciponioblll detgoverrio». 
B cuait nei proaaiml gloml. Io aconini 
btenie Urn uomlnl In diviaa e puiltici 
i^hia di IrBsfonnarii in uh plaieaie 
braccio dl farro. 



if- 




tk n dmbre ^-RlMrvaio-, Quindl la 
JIWHifa -Api^unto* • iWfto del- 
I iiibrmativar ""Ineldcntc di Vidca". 
Mmto I documtnti che il Stami ha Inviaio al tovemo a In 

!Ji"JSffl tli'lW'^ ve«lCT fatd! 

una vertiont cnc aiclude potta euere iiaio un nitulla 

''ff'.SKIfn™ 3.?i^ «loeum.ntf Mgwll . 11 .ubWkJ. 

zL**V*i{' ' c>» » De I iiato •bbattule da 
w mUii^ tiano v«lii a eepHrt Onatiil the poeo Iwnno 

eha 



MRPii 
Dl SPIA 

calora, 



propMllaara atala Inldalmante avail- 
nu llpoiiii die al uvttaaat dl un 
mlaailt mu la lalt casb pirb II miMilc 
^ ^ • at aarabbt auloguldaio aulla fond dl 
—Ttal'. •-.^yV'* ^ WMmi* Cadrtbba cpil la prova 
eoailtuila dal rrammtmo del cairallo Irovata oel aano dl 
^j^^Sf^^^'^fT •?«««Mi«hbt VipoiealderraapKia- 
ne daireatifDO. gi k attora p^otpatlau queOa dl aa mliiile 



a guide radar che iarebbe eipioip £ila aonVd^'earnHoT 
Miitava perb dd puad daboii. 



Afjche quetla Ipokel preitRtava ^www m 
Infaid, Btl eaee dl un mlastla a fulda radar al 



aambba 



dofttU prejumara la preeUa fotimS del pilota di abbauart 
it De f eeeludendo qulndi i'errm aeddanlale*. 

«A quasio pualo** omduda 11 doemmilo del llemk 
«?lene Intfodona un>herfore nrtanie alilpetaai ta que- 
adone. prei uDponende la ptaeenaa dl un •^fona' leelivol> 
^•J*Ji*!s ^to^Mlftt^.ill* noitrt iUfMauUea. ndr) veraa 
«IJIWte««jn^rebbe landaia H mliille eke. par arw«, 



itatUit. i«.Jrit_ 1^7.. . r?^** * Aeronautlea mlilUre con laipteie dl *'dmiu'* vmim tt»nilA«ta n^i nnut 




• fjtn^nel Medliafraneo, adnvpl|endo I Serviii d in* 
•2KSA?i::.kku^"'*l^ ''"f**'^ •dombrau una 
iSS^JJS^k^^^^ •.coprira tton practtate 

JKj rrf*®'^ • arbitrariamanle col Cfati tra lore... 
«oei, infalU. mentrt ai arTerma ehe l lndSSta del 5 f 

feiS^Sim^^^^^^^ Jr^*«<' da un veli^i 

waL al eottunua a eoelenere 
^ Ip iteMo ineldenle (del Dc 

^ »!»««• laneialo da un .^a,n 

'^25i*rif*°* tfranceae, ^^^^-^ •iStlC/MS 

Cteneneeaui. W^^<i*».^51 

- ^l^m Uelie a earca. In iVut I 
^'S?^ * dbnoetrarlo ptanden* 
^^""Jl*!"^ ^ *'^^"« poiaibl. 
^-mm* al ifne nei dacumenio: 
t^SgP^ SS^ •,H|uardo le 
t^wy^della lesi che vorrab. 



CMI laiptefo dl ^^dronei" vanga condolla nd prtui dt una 
aaroWa riMrn al Iraflleo dWie». Fin qui b ted dd ilimi 
■?Miy]|[f 'iSBf yStftSe^ «nmdta dd nuovl 

Ma nan 4 tuna. In eeguNo II eervldo eegtalo nllliara 
N liidaip al gevamp un aliro brivtaaimo doeoflnenio. 
AmalQ del dlrittott del iland Fulvle JMartlni« In cui el 
mnufiiea, fra I'alUi;* chc, Imefpellall. 4 UnM (aegitd, 
ndf) Uea, franced, UraeBanl a grtcl henna Hepaeio per 
Sa via brivl dl nan avare ele- 
mead auinnddanie dl Uidca. 
Serddo.brhanidco d ha H- 
-ita per IkHUo dTaoo avan 
^^nti agghingando di eielo- 
d ^aeiblle edmreld- 
laraa aeree Uai- 



:3 • *^ » abbattuia da un 
^;^<Mlle egandaio per m^mh 




Mtao caiummi 



•Mlteaieitefireili 
Millee«liidfidai9tr# 



II I „ * . 




I PERITf ACCUSANO 



di Pierluigi Ficoneri ^ 
0 Mario Seialoia 
Nelle duecento pagine di : 
appuiiti gUcontegnate ai 

giudici, gU eiperti 
riferiiconotuttigHelenimti 

9d*n'ftavlafuabbaU«ioda 

iB memanm iN km wtvi mttUHi in 



dplitt nnibUi ipuicii. La aiwtra icte. 
'^^^ « mogMraio coMcnnft un von* 
i^ftfio S iMoi iHMHito pmribiy. ft 
4 andie deilo the II oKxia dw i« 
41 inMio tono kdtano: wa 

takifl aDiiM e andw 4ri 



un mifsile. E qui riveUamo U 
contenuto del 
doaaier finora aegrato 



Prinui PraiKc&i» CuNMgu, mH 
Bc'tiifUj Craxi. adci«u Cii'iaco Oc 
Mitu: due pa^skk^nii cici Cuiwi* 

cliu 
nnnnu 
siro 

ci liunu uiinai cunvlhii chu In qiKwU 
utiu mini unu irama di iviicciUGc« 
dcpisuaggl e incn^ygnu c t^aiu m^ta 
pur iwatcondca* ci6 chc davwru m> 
cuddc allv 2D«58 AA 37 Kiugnu IMO. 
quando li Dc 9 fuvbi« in volu <la 
Buloufui u Fatennu* vcnnc obbiitlulo 
cun 8i pcnionc & burdu. 

Ma Bdcitfii qucJifi vcriift. o porta lU 
quclla miih, c a portaia di manu; il 
tfiudictf iKimtturc Viliorio BucmviU 
na gUk Jill HUD latub cia*a duccvitttf 
pngJnc di appunii, analbl n rinAatl 
chc cuKiUuUcunu un'oniicipudunu 
dcUa a^Iaxlunc ilnab dd collegia dd 
pcritL In quelle paglnc nunu cunicnii- 
ic buona parte delle luxixic rVcriUi 
dal Hiiimanale lelcvbivu Tg 7 cbir 
litanno pixivcx:andu erun fubbufUu 
negli ambicnii miliian c pdiiki: um 
ploggia di inicrrugaj^ium pariamiMila« 
ri; una gt-andinaia dl smcniilu; 4b 
richlcsta aila Cummittionc per k mnh] 

J I di aprircr un'inchiesia; Tlnvliu A tki 
liia ii miniyiru detla Oircsa Vabrio 




ini I cirufw m6 4W»v 



i4vid({iiliiMorau.U 
cheidiiiM«dlliBri|iitii^ 

^iMYradteMwMldt 
^'aiiUtfriail MOT M 

S!cliia U Jnumdm« 

«»* tempul locnirt Mcgj 

linnyiwlnmMbdaiMin 
awahirwc k pniw ^iM 
IKNittvana at ' " 




Zanonc a it'oigciv ui. «suppiumunio 
(11 liuUgtnct ua gli Siaii niag|iori. 
■Rcr quaniu nv no agli alii did 



uvicMa iwcondu •» jauak un cacctai 
i^'tmcauiinetue di an 

''"'Mil fibno aoonflnAlu 
/.ncTiMiiUti ipiik> 
fcM (cadulUi iecunda 
k imtoiie ufndalo, 
:i:kc9i 30 ikimi dopo 
tttd 810011 ddii Stt 
; Ndr.) avrobbo loncteto 
^ mtelle Anltci our 
^ jRnjfv aid imiiP dd De 
'if. Del nauia« cxmiimia 
;:aiKHtodipMocMb» 
r«lpofaidltMivdo^ 
^ttj^ ilnvmuU ia.mik 
: fa • mio porcfv ligntt* 
^nno pons mt itiukt 
^tlio in qucBa mno rio> 
MtfaOi ripoaeatl I iMl 




^^^^^^^^^ 



iio Mwsaium dol 

, tti diaaim« i«i&if^iindo dio 

^Pf^mMU^itinvQrMdkod 

magartraiQ udiae una wriiA aceorlaia #orid ptiam ctd dlmKwi 4 UHfett, 
dai cpUegiu del periii>» npicga ■^J^.P^* dimtue. I0 Ipoiag} 

mandaniv Ceimiv Pluntulli Lambail. cMono. Voolmio qwi 

piluta dl Dc 9 deil'Ati c periiu di psric iMo fll eicfnenU d» tanoo pcmrn^ 
chile chc affianca il gruppo di ei^Mti » d fwrfd hilbini tr inli o^ttl dd 
nominaiu dal tribunate di Ronw. mki fUide (Itojrai acitaoMtttcMleindi d0» 
abbaiiere U Dc 9 « siato un miatfo jmiiaenil <i ^iti i ita s^atoadudowi 
apanuoda un eticda: tuul gli qBwa|^.: pwi i ii ; r^^^t^s^^ft^ 
k periaie. gli acccnamcnii avohljMv jfffllij^^ «uii due cigitei 

taiiu a tale concluj*Kic; lui lauto i^Ma^ 1?^^^^*^^^ viito ottlt 

11 cuccia aggtvitt(Mv oppwtenga iik%^^I«^H5II^ 



fneaeavMMforiccvuloauaMMi 

aioM; iM 9iiai& o^InMu cfie Mm 

d avcvMw convinla cMnbtanmo at* 

itttgiaimmui*. ' 

1) Aleuae pMil dclirfHiio ««Mf 

«priniiiimo iMltena. U miU cMffii- 

dw Mcguiie dal Cmmiv di ipetininw- 

Ifta Ui mam dri C^dl Nttdi haniM 

tduvoui w dol finMnmiiiiU «MUAid 

Iraccu dt.*1ibin*, uia malaria dw 

auki to laduMrio liaHane MBVtno per 

compltftaiv la iBiaaihi Mpiuriva ddle 

Mtaio di iidMiit. inehiv ^ c^Mrtl 

appHkMo oriaiMatl ad aUAidra aii> 

dw a fabbifeailiim fcaKm I dAsma 

di orkntamcato a pdda dd mWlo 

4) A ipMwo i atattt «R caccia.'1l '■ '^^M^M^ 
mlMUtf «N« ariMiHai QamUt datw a 

<gofm g am tm uum Omwd weauA " 

-die prucodevi to ratu |Nnlld> U He ' • ^^^^J^^^l 
=f 0 • vdodc* %an gypeiloie |fW ."^a^^^^^^ 
2jdl)vlim^ 
^'aemiidlltoQii 
cimamMii ' 

Nd ikni 





aggtvittore appaitenga » 

rAcmiNiuiku UuilttiiM iinv^v iiuhwI^, 
ttloiiu piin e eerie, ma alb atato attao* 
le queaia oppaix' ripoted piu pruipbk 
le».- • '^^^ 

Dal canio luu I'Ingegnere B 
Imbtmbo. vtudiunu di exnliMivi umo^i^M^ 
lalii che la parte del cdlcgio pertUib 
ivlituiio da) giudice Bucaa*iii« conlb^/^Zft 
nia quciua verkione: «Nel muadcddl ^^ 
miti/ie MppiirMr nd gbmi Kcund, uati 
giii iHit miU\ul magiMrulu, iaMi<i4iaii ^^r^ 
ntbidiiaii hitii itcoc^ati eun icinfttd ^^^^ 
ipuie^a; «UM(enure. cuim* ha (atui j| 
iietvbla tcleviiuvo, die il caccla Jiid 
iuite dj un'eficrdtazione ha apatilo 
I un mi^ contix) iin "cinine" (picnib 
1] vdiyda4)ersaglio) cdpendu Umot^ 



0 ' ^ 



mi 









I » 



H4i 







1 




V80 



KOUA - U Nftto non 
e'entri eon UitlcA. II tedflKo 
Manfred Woemtr, neowtre- 
Urlo ftntralc dtO^AUotnii 
AUtntfea, iDft iua prime viii* 
U umeiye In Itelle non e*a. 
ipetteve di eetore trtietneto 
ntUa bufm deUe pelemtahe 
fuUt tieerae dent rttponu- 
MitI per H trtitdle del oo- 
9* Mi la iut rlipoate illi pri- 
me demendi nelle oontenn* 
Vie etempe Untie ^ ehe he 
tatto de eoroDerio ei eollexiul 
oon OotilKe» De MiU, An- 
dreotti, Senone e Spedottnl 

— * ftmt nel iono. eni) eec* 
et. •Fo$$o oO^rmdre u0lcia/- 
m^e cfte ne^ periodD dot t$ 
mo^fo fir If mHmbn im 
non Kala altuna month 
vm dilla Nato ntWarta inii- 
miata at dUoMtrc di V$lica 

— diehltra Wotmer — . * 
me ngrwtaria ptnera!§ dtlln 
Nato voglio 09iicurar$ cHn 
fiutmo tuUo il poiiibiU p$r 
orHvore alia MH£d, Jbm$n* ' 
do iuito ItUuto nvcaMorio, le 
HelHetio** 

B ehe Queito atuto venrA rl- 
ebleito i gift iiioUeto. Nel 
iunto Incontro evuto e Ptlee- 
so Chifl eon De Mite, Woer- 
ner 6 lUto informeto delle 
eretKlone dl une eommlM]o« 
ne dinehleeti tovemattve 
Che ioUeelterli umeialmente 
In eoUibortelone de Ue Kate, 
ftrehl negli otto annt di tn- 
deidnl queeto ahito ancora 
non era etato rfchieilo? L'ex 
ndnistro tedeaco, vUdbUmen* 
te Infkitidlio dal fuooo dl flla^ 
di demande tmte eentrate 
eul euo-Uatlea e non eul dl^ 
earmo Xit-Ovul del quale 
era venuto a parlare a Ronuu 
ei k efbrtato netta oonHrenia 
I etaxnpedl non venlrmeno al- 
ia eve doti dipiomatiehe. Ha 
! eercato dl eieere eonvlneen- 
ie, prediando ehe ee la Nato 
ha 111 fbmHo queeta riapoeta 
aimlAca ehe ha evolto dalle 
eue tndaiini. aotteciute au 
•travereo quaiebe «eanale>, 
per rispondere elle •prodeoii* 
JHMoiHitollane*. 

Ma, nonoetantt to eoe pa- 
role, reiU la aeneasione ehe, 
anehe In queeto eimpoi le 
■utortti Haliane abblano 
•preeato del tempo, abUano 
aglto eon ttmldena, eon ee* 
erttiva prudenaat afBdando- 
el a rtehleete dl eblarimento o 
dl eooperatlone tfahsate 
probabmnente eolo a ItnUo 
mOltare o mMeterlaie, non 
appoaglate autorevoimente 
dairautbriti fovi^Uva o 
da fbrmall richleete gludiBle- 
He. Queeta I ilmend rim-; 
preaalon^ luidltaia daiie Im- 



eftimtJ InepleitabQinente al 
ilnetallaaione dl Manala. 

Vn*Bmmiaelone ahiara 
woerner I'ha eomunque M- 
ta, quando alia One ha preol- 
eato; cNoo ofle non eV ita- 
la olcimo manoom ATolopoe* 
10 (Ur^marte oon Hcumm 
petoMpofto eomeee^toHo 
pinirak dtWAlUmM Ma 
maia Impedieee eht tfnf^le 
•movfe oenoono fiiolle dal 
fttetf wemM dello «falo. t 
lo non poiio oer<o poflore In 
nomede9ll«l9llCMilf,tfeaa 
^hmola, deSa Oefmonlaodl 
oUH foitu. meomma, ee la 
Kato come AUeanu ^non ha 
nulla da noiconde^ t 
nifd ol peotmo italiano lul- 
la liBwieiertfa neeaMOfla 
neOa rfeerco tfella oerildt, 
Woerner non totende eff^tto 
prenderei la reeponeebiuu dl 
larantlre eulle eventual! ma« 
ftoyre evoHe autonomamen* 
. te da allH Paeel nel Baieo 
Tlrreno. 

UNato ai ehlamaftioti ma 
oemmene fi euo aegretarlo 
tmerale ee la aente dl eeolu* 
dere aKre reeponeabmtl« 
mentre 2aaone In Pariamen- 
to oontinua a negart che ela- 
no aute le Poive armate fta* 
Hane a eauiare per errore 
I'abbattlmento del DC-l net 
mere dl Uitlca. Attom? La 
oommiatfone govematlva 
•ppy e ineediata da De Mita 
dovri ifuardare dl miovo, con 
ben matgiore atteniione e 
itttorevoleaaa dl quanto t 



auto f^tto finora, ei Petd i^. 
leaU ehe nel MedHemwe i 
mantettfono una lero laree 
aerto-navale o addWtturt i ] 
Paeel rMerueU nel leie i^-^ 
•lem^v jf 
Aitre Ihltemeaioni etftfn> 
dono, duiiqui difH eM^ 
Uhlti, Che hanne fbRtfU; 
eon I lorp rider aill ifiTiil^ 
•atorlltaliaailetmceeMi 
preeeoaa di altri Jet aliti» | 
el attomo U jD&« ftl mo»» | 
tpdeidlaetfaAlireneWi 
,11 eoBeeltano da M » 
cheeelaFianetaleheemBj 
parte del diipoelthe mOM ] 
dellaNatoequlndlheBM 
vinedU opemtM e inlbnMe^ j 
vl) i pronU a rlbedire li hb! 
eompleta Mtraneiti afii (lej 
pdia di ViUea; netivni e*-1 
novra in atto In quei Dont tl 
le portaerel fWi # C1M»^ 
ceoii Hentrate nel miit i i 
TolonOi ben lontane de V*| 

ML .id 

AtttI ileeontd ei cerehitVKl 
no per vertflcare la tpiiU M 
ca», per eontroHare Ymn 
tuaie preienaa deUi Ibmij 
iltrlFaeei ttediteniDd M 
iomma* mentre ai atteodmil 
i pHmi riiulUU deUlndiitoi j 
giudlBlarIa, adcuo « ttiffi] 
1 giro deQe InvettifiiQiil 
fuardando di nuovo inditi^ J 
temente al di ftion dil neMj 
conllni, iolledtande tuflidi^l 
mente* Tahito e la eoBibM f 
iiene deSa Nato, ette i 
dopeUitica. , 
HoloFatrasd] 



^1 finv iflftp 




ono: 





IwaMfe li eamffiBskwB Dtta, ^drt fudniUi MMi tdlOiv 





MMNVAMIiOtmA 



^«d«. to ipcMi nUiim aoa •giftlti.' 

_ <Wmi — i IMP iM ^Mli■lii^ itipwHHthldtfliartttciiudaiiiiMtlo. 
Niwtt «MC*«^«MNi«l» : 1VMi«MdMlniirlilM«M«M> aamhe. wpMo MpoaMbUM attnii, • 



PwtdMflllBpifiil 

fDut liudld li dicidaiifODO eompdeoti, 
I Pilmno c i Rmuu Quello di Pthnao 
ordinA ii lequtiuo di tone ie n|ii(miom 
e i documcfiii dtl ctatro di Mmili # 
dOm ii canbloioi di cieiuiit qotiror* asuvomti 
dim. 1 cvibinitti chiwfo «i aiaitfrD AiiriofitDlta 




i* 




4dlaDiftttiem«ieittcoKC«ncfiMM' jvctemdi , 

fAiioaiuiieiavmcoBiMMiaiMMte J 

»MiM(i»itte«MMNl«cV«p«i :ai«lw4o)diliet«ilota^ jST^^t*^^?^*??^ ^fl^Sl^i^^P 

wgMtt tnclM I MKra « liBda «kt ifcimilwiHiii .. ia aMtt vknda mm aiUmmi ~ ' ' ' '^-''''---'-^^^^^^^^^^ 

»mfcM4«wto»Blwlrtl*.«Ml«{!tifr.:V^ 



nastooipoMiMMaihcMBmtoitoMtfte* 
chtemMmiaiMMidTliveitfttli --^ 
flMlimiiiit. S eto Mft BBT mlito cm> ^ 



'^S^^Sm^ JStSiito 
iQgutfeci totoiraiBtftodi UMkifloii 

poM aitoisim. Mi idii al tovwo m «i --jimii c ^^^^-^^^^^^^.^j^^.^ 



im^fivcito«lMttcn)towato 




VtMciiTtetaiir 

SQi I dm fvidott ite cmn del w^:l:m 
H10 rttcmt di mhtnnfiiia Chleri • » Jfc 




ui 21.MAft|989 



N^ove inq uietaiiti ipotegl tullft 



.J — > che nel 1980 il conimn6 iid tkW M VMi^ 

Aereo con vip Usa sulla lotta del DCS 

metUw M nM torn dopem P»»em> n '-^^ff- g 



u> con una "pmoaiHu- 
, non idenuflctU t bordo. 
f Ft in Tolp tte] otolo I Bat 

t^iumento del DC9 zuvli. 

•to Mreo eb«, nil luStro 
CfUf ftgutnuonl fidar^ 
Miruia, vltne ^*ftitflftitfi 
come trtoeli numtre ii" 
tn forte ua ''Air toM" 
f^lii flotu prttidi^e 
^ • bOTdo SdwirdMu. 
! 55 f emttrlo dl Stito 

dl taMre«ttiiioiM da paitt 

ScrivonolpemtTmta* 
^ molto pNlKibllatati dl 

quanto oanea iiBdioailf 
Of dil eodlet dal UwoScSi 
der (radloiaMlc « autol' 
dtntlficailoni, ad^.): fl^ 



Kanala, n.d.r.) i 5i corrt- 
•jpondeati aufuidiekj^e 



QtUu dm BiUt ehS0B«M 
I'on. Quott; dnaiLMo 

t« oe) dtiutre • tntunco. 



jlp^ ebt pmuii 
■MM m t borde d« 



lO UB 



BWttp M DOS itMi, en 
cf^** M Aakati Mr 11 

MBMciio KM«. Fp»: 

Bttto dti DOS, tt pnMM* 



Oil Fntotattot I'uno «tf 
8e eMt torn, VtSZ 

S?«Bti iie«Tuio una iMtl 



jnma> La dM^taaaa tni la 
!HScda numaro itndlS^t iS 
DOIjitne eaioolaSate dr. 

^uaoopESeaofl^^ 
Mse eopntt m peou ni&t> 

M KmrQI It VMaSTfti 



e«toeb«a5Mliti»tocoa-| 
wttwA Buonaneat* tutu i 

u* ii 



partnUMdiiiSdi^. 

ucoltart 
«MM teiUmoni tutti cii 
r«tftr cli 

««v»" BftnB eareano i 
goMWrtOHilliaiBttrtde- 
{25*«*n«^oJer», tile , 

"MMORUatrtt eetaeldeaM': ' 

nXSfito W)«Me«eche 
l^ga wttBo wiMBoal lubito 

Mte «i«e &!i^t£ 

Ha * aneora uaa voita cfi 
Amate(M)iabattataBtt 
SWaif ' :ptooatratS 
sJfi^*^ $ 0" Blaattf , 
iwqr Kaaoa ba omai po- 



Nuovi paitiooiari suU'abfaatdmen^ cfel.DC$. n missiie fu^paiato da ra t^ discofta 

Ustica, un aJiro a^rp 

M(ursala <q>ersimal^ 

□ 9^ giomo sul Medtoxmeo | 
vu^vaiK) Autoria di ritono ' 
da un vertioe Nata D giudice irh 
tentghotrex miiii^ 



diFtOVIIMMMPUANINI 

Laiertdei27fi\4no 1980 
un*iereo eon unt alu pm^ 
atliU goveniitivi • bordo 
vtaiiiftvt co&tempdfinet* 
menu «1 Oc9 deUltavit t 
230 miglU di dliunza, • nid 
L'ipoitcii Che li titnaw di ua 
vdivolo lopmto di tm dt 
eacdi riftffion nelU perizit 
depoiitata vmidi aaU'ufl* 
cio dt! fiudice tAntttofe Viu 
(orio Bucaidli. E uovt ooil 
maisior «)nitttentt b poiii* 
biliU cbe il De9 li lit trovato 
in mezzo A ttfi iaMguimento 
di im pOMihile ttteauton. 
Queiia aeri il ndtr di Mint- 
U rafiitr^ 23 tnooe di 
li 0 ovctti Doa identiflciti. 
U «tnccu Il» cofTitpoode 
Ait'icfvo lul quale viaiptva 
queli'alu ptftoaaliti cbe t 
ideotificaio ad tabulatt di 
MaruUcoa it lifit «5i»che 
ideatifict proprio |ij ttm tJi 
ter«i oon penoatlid t boiw. 
Mt cftl en Questo inponia- 
te uomo di Govemo? OU Mi 
rei da otodt che lo Acomvi* 
ao poaoao aver avuto ua 
ruoJo aeU*atieauto del Oc97 

II laagiitnto x^bt coaduoe 
rin*:bieiu iatemthert ad 
pro4umi sdrai rtuora mini* 
itro dellt Dili^ LeUo Lai^ 
no, e leDtifi auovaaaaiB fli 
addeni ti radar delle ittBOBi 
di Licola e Mtruli. Dopa le 
riveltzioai eoatsauta aeUa 
reltzioae coaaeftau del id 
eipcni» IS ceita ora la tatadie* 
n di quell^aefao da caoda da 
inii parti il miaaile. Sapot 
quale alta penoaaliU viat- 
liava ebaiempofiaeameate 



al Oe9 potnbbe aiuuit tU 
iaquimti a eapin dii iptrb 
coatro ranto ddriuvia. 
ao tfticoni aove aaai, la ri« 
chi^ di lapere oualoou di 
pid eu qud velivob che pro- 
oadeva aoortato* t etau fttu 
pia volte nu aoo ha flMi otte* 
auto riipoita. n Miaietro dd« 
la Difeia Zaao&e» rtapoadea* 
do 1 oumeioae iatenofazio- 
&i« hi fia detto Che aeanuia 
tha penoaatttA Italiaaa viif> 
fiava qud tiorao ia atreo. 

Di certo d la che ia qud 
tiorai ett ia eocie il Coati* 
dio deUi Nate ad Aakan, ia 
Turchia. T a aM en pre* 
leaie l*aIlora Mpitario di 
Stato tflMTlcaao Edmuod 
Muilde. Ia Pono(pUo c*era 
iaveoe l^aOota pnaidoate de- 



tU Suti Uaiti* Jimsiy Ganer, 
la vidtt ttfBdiie. yipotad 



avaasiu pia vohe vuole U 
aeretvlo di Stato ehe va da 
Aakan llao la PonoaaOo per 
fifljuapsTt U preaideatet 
Pfpecftiendo pei fl aoo^iar 
fio vtrio Biflkoki Fonbhe 
eeeeft duaque Mualde Taha 
penoaaUa che via0iava 
aooruta di aerd da cacda 
mean il Oc9 teeva rona 
vereo Paieroio? Se queeta 
ipotcd trevaaae coatena ia* 
aeeivbbe mdo a auovi ooB« 
irtture, Prima fra tatti qudla 
rte ragaoj iviie ijaUaao d 
trovb pfopiio la Btem A* 
riaaepumeato di «a awer- 
aaiio da parte daU aerd da 
cioda Um ia eervttio di acor* 
ti. a radar di Mifiaia aefttl 
qodTaarao coa Talta pere^ 
aaUta flao aUe 21.02 e do6 
eaatUBieate due miauti dopo 



btraiadia.Bqiieitapoadbi- 
UU a ftata meeaa in luce iert 
eacbe dd. vice wtddente dei 
comuniiti Udaao Violaate* 
4dl miidle ariti^rli che ha 
abhattuto U Dc9 - ha detto 
Violaate - 1 evideattowate 
pamto da ua eereo aUeato, 
penM ae aoa fbtee itato de)- 
la Nito itribbe atata imm- 
diatameate aeiadito. U co- 
aa pia irave a che aeiniao, 
•eU^Atiaaaa AttaaSoTha 
oetto aalia ay qtie«o i 

diOH 

MiMC« 

n» i deetaif rtaimaee dd 
pcntL Lo tteieo radar ctpu 
alle 2Q»40 uaa «ifaada diAd- 
le da laterprataroi di ua oa- 
letto che viasia a no midli 
dalOc9.«DaidatirteivahUi 
dal tabulato queeio d kMe 
Bdii peridi - riiulta ua Of- 
letto che da quota nrahode* 
Vita, 2a700 mettt iceade 
ooa velodti vertkde dl di- 
aoeaaooetiBSeiU^imetti, 
ooa aaa valodta aal pUao 



L'atfM ddPItavii viiaiava 
la dircBoae4ud e d trovavt 
Ottladi ia poddooe peipea* 
dicplare a oudTcttetta t 
eeduao cbe if vdivolo che vc 
ia picehiiU poeea eiaert ua 
aefoo civile pemhi en id uaa 
quota troppo devaa Potnh* 
he atton tnttafd dl uaaereo 
adliauv? La eua tracda 
mmjMm aeilo neiad iitaate 
la cut II Dc9 vteae abhattuto. 
E proprio ia qud moaeato a 
ManaUddeddedioambii- 
n il aaetio deOa lettettb- 
84 Quaita coiaddeua^Mi 



per i peritt ua epuato oecu- 
■'Oa. ; 

II Miaiitro ddle Diifesa 
Valerto Zaaoae, dureate 
uaiatervisti rUaadatt ieri 
im ilTfl, ha eeduao che il 
miidle poeia mm panito 
^ua aeno militart ttaliano. 
«P itito accenato ^ ha deuo 
che aeeiita aarao miliure 
' en la eeerdtadone 
d doiad BeQ*araa di Uiu- 
0^ AbWiBPd compiuto poi 
arnretiiiiiiil euSa ooaainea- 
dd miedii ia dota^one 
dO¥e aoa riayltaao maacia* 
••I* Far qad che riguarda 



qad etaow d mdar di Mar- 
nia, Zaaoae ha poi ammet- 



10, cocac dd neto free aU*e* 
pool Uiio Liiorio» che U €0- 
peitun ndar ad Meditem- 
aeo opreaeataya uotevoli e 
pivi difldi&aai* ^d cono 
del tempo - ha aigiuau} i) 
Miaietro -* aoao eute pme 
uaa eerie dl adean di miglio- 
naeato, e nMlso mti iaco- 
n di lui. Nob a caao It dife- 
aa icrea e it ditema di oater- 



Mlplaao vadoaeddndariopartieo. 
hnii. ia liieaiapriorita 1 adrambtib 
— — dd^proipammi di riammo* 
delle Fpiae ar« 



Li pifoli pMaa on a tutte 
le periMaUta politicfae e mi- 
Utah dd tempo che dovran* 
ao on raocpotare it loro ver* 
doae al dudioe Bucanili. 
Cbe dovraoao doa apiiiare 
tutte quelle omltdoai che ia 
qticiti aove aaai haaao av« 
volto^ ad mteero U tnaedia 
|d De9 e li aeme di quetli 



UNCLASSIFIED 



TALKING PAPER 
ON 

THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980 

Press reports that our 6th Fleet passed a radar recording 
to the investigating magistrate are false. 

There are no such recordings that we are aware of. 

Our Department of State has passed on all available infor- 
mation that they have on the two Americans named in your press 
to your Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

I note that Prime Minister De Mita has named a governmental 
commission to investigate the crash. 

Is there anything else we can do to help you? 



Mr. Lazarus 
OASD/ISP (Eur Pol) 
X-72201 L:4:14 





UNCUSSIFIED 



da 



BACKGROUND PAPER 



ON 



THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980 



Speculation on responsibility for the downing of the Itavia 
DC-9 at Ustica in 1980 continues to focus on the Italian Air 
Force . 

On 17 November, Prime Minister De Mita named seven members of 
a governmental commission that will investigate the mysterious 
crash of the airliner. 

The Italian Press has fastened onto statements by Zanone and 
Air Staff Chief Pisano that did not explicitly exclude the pos- 
sibility of involvement by Allied aircraft. They are off pursuing 
a possible FRG connection at this time. 

Press reports that "the 6th Fleet passed a radar recording a 
few days ago to the investigating magistrate" ... "from the day 
of the crash made by a U.S. aircraft carrier berthed in Naples" 
have been proven false by the U.S. Navy. 



Mr. Lazarus 
OASD/ISP (Eur Pol) 



X-72201 L:4:14 





UNCLASSIFIED ® 

TALKING PAPER 
ON 

THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980 

- We have asked our JCS and pertinent commanders for any additional 
information they might have to help your government in its investi- 
gation of the June 1980 air tragedy near Utica. 

- We are in the process of finalizing that report to you and will 
have it to you within the next few days. 

- As our earlier, but much briefer report stated r the conclusion 
of the new report indicates no U.S. involvement. 

- V7e hope that this final report is helpful to your government. 



Mr. Lazarus 
OASD/ISP (Eur Pol) 
X-72201 L:4:14 



UNCUSSIFIED 



\>oc 9^ 



UNCLASSIFIED 




BACKGROUND PAPER 



THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980 



Speculation on responsibility for the downing of the Itavia 
DC-9 at Ustica in 1980 continues to focus on the Italian Air 
Force. 

on 17 November, Prime Minister De Mita named seven members of 
a governmental commission that will investigate the mysterious 
crash of the airliner. 

The Italian Press has fastened onto statements by Zanone and 
Air Staff Chief Pisano that did not explicitly exclude the pos- 
sibility of involvement by Allied aircraft. 

Press reports that "the 6th Fleet passed a radar recording a 
few days ago to the investigating magistrate" ... "from the day 
of the crash made by a U.S. aircraft carrier berthed in Naples" 
have been proven false by the U.S. Navy. 

We have already responded to one request from the Italian 
Government for information (copy attached), and are presently 
answering a second. A copy of*the request is also attached. 

Both reports indicate no U.S. involvement. 

The results of one Italian investigation have been "leaked" 
to the press with the conclusion being that the aircraft was 
downed by an air-to-air missile. 



Mr. Lazarus 
OASD/ISP (Eur Pol) 



X-72201 L:6:8 





UNCLASSIFIED 




BACKGROUND PAPER 



THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980 



Speculation on responsibility for the downing of the Itavia 
DC-9 at Ustica in 1980 continues to focus on the Italian Air 
Force • 

On 17 November r Prime Minister De Mita named seven members of 
a governmental commission that will investigate the mysterious 
crash of the airliner. 

The Italian Press has fastened onto statements by Zanone and 
Air Staff Chief Pisano that did not explicitly exclude the pos- 
sibility of involvement by Allied aircraft. 

Press reports that "the 6th Fleet passed a radar recording a 
few days ago to the investigating magistrate" "from the day 

of the crash made by a U.S. aircraft carrier berthed in Naples" 
have been proven false by the U.S. Navy. 

We have responded to two requests from the Italian Government 
for information (copies attached).^ Both reports indicate no U.S 
involvement. 

The results of one Italian magisster ial-level investigation 
concluded that the aircraft was downed by an air-to-air missile; 
however, the results of the formal federal-level investigation 
have been "leaked" to the press with the conclusion being that 
the aircraft was downed by some sort of bomb placed on the air- 
craft. 



Mr. Lazarus 



OASD/ISP (Eur Pol) 
X-72201 L:6:8 





THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301 



1 6 MAY 1989 

His Excellency Rinaldo Petrignani 

Ambassador £• and P. 

Embassy of Italy 

1601 Fuller Street^ N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

Pursuant to your request of 23 March 1989 and your office call 
with the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, on 27 March 1989, another 
review was conducted of U.iS. records for additional information that 
might be useful to the Government of Italy in its ongoing investi- 
gation of the ITAVIA DC-9 crash on 27 June 1980. 

Headquarters, US European Command, conducted a review of its 
records based on the expanded questions in your 23 March 1989 aide 
memoire. Details of the review are listed below. 

a. US Aircraft Airborne on 27 June 1980 . 

(1) U.S. Navy historical record checks document that the 
air wing embarked in USS Saratoga flew twenty-one sorties from 
Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily on 27 June 1980. The last 
aircraft landed at 1618 local time, well before the reported 2100 
local time Ustica air crash. Also, U.S. Navy primary data files 
for air-to-air missile carriage and expenditure document lero 
captive flight or firing records for aircraft squadrons of USS 
Saratoga or any other squadron of the Sixth Fleet between the days 
of 26 June and 28 June 1980. 

(2) USAF records held at the 7555th Tactical Training 
Squadron at Decimomannu, Sardinia, reveal that there were no US 
Navy flights out of Decimomannu on 27 June 1980, nor was there any 
use of the Capo Frasca air-to-ground range on that date. The records 
also indicate that daily flying operations by elements of Headquarters 
U.S. Air Forces in Europe (DSAFE) at Decimomannu were completed by 
1700 hours local time. Therefore, all USAF aircraft were on the 
ground at the time of the incident. 

b» Voice, Radar, and Other Recordings . No voice or radar 
recordings of air traffic In the Tyrrhenian Sea for the evening of 
27 June 1980 are currently available. The procedures in use at the 
time called for such recordings to be retained for only 24 hours, 
unless unusual circumstances required a longer period. The absence 
of records indicates that nothing abnormal was detected. Ships in 
port are required to shut down radar systems; therefore, the majority 
of the Sixth Fleet ships were not capable of monitoring traffic in 
the areas where they were berthed. 



56061 



c. Position of SARATOGA and its Task Force » The Enclosure 
provides the positions of Sixth Fleet ships for the evening of 
27 June* 1980* The listing was extracted from the Sixth Fleet 
Employment Schedule, ships* deck logs, and command histories obtained 
from the Naval Historical Center # * 

With regard to your verbal question to Admiral Crowe concerning 
Italian press reports that allege then-Secretary of State Muskie was 
flying in the area at the time, the Department of State confirms 
that Mr. Muskie was in Kuala Lumpur # Malaysia # when the incident 
occurred. He traveled from Ankara, Turkey, on 26 June, arriving in 
Kuala Lumpur at 0245 Italian time on 27 June 1980* 

I hope that these comments from the final review of available 
U.S. records are helpful to your government in settling this 
investigation • 



Sincerely, 




Donald J. Atwood 



Enclosure : 
As stated 
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SIXTH TIZTT SHIP POSTTTOWS OH ?•» J™ ^^^^ 



SHIP 


lACATION 


SAJUTOGX 


Vftpl«s (Anebera?*) 


DXKLSREN 


Kapl«B (Neer»d Kol© Angioino) 


DAUB 


A«9«an M {tn rout* Athsni) 


D.B. B£ARY 


Aft9«an S«a (to rout« Ath«n«) 


BRZSCOE 


Athens 


COKTE DE CRXSSE 


Athftnt 


STUKP 


Palma, Spain 


KTWES 


Palma, Spain 


MC DOKKELL 


PalBa« Spain 


VBEEZAND 


Palaa, Spain 


FUCET SOUND 


Palsa, Spain 


PAWCXTUCK 


PaUa, Spain 


GUADALCANAL 


Carbonaraa, Spain (Training Anchoraga) 


NASHVILLE 


Carbonarai, Spain (Training Anchoraga) 


PENSACOLX 


Carbenarat, Spain (Training Anchoraga) 


LAMOURE COUNTY 


Carbenaras, fpain (Training Anchoraga) 


BAKNSTABLC COUNTY 


CarbenaraSf Spain (Training Anchoraga) 


AU5TXN 


Apprex )• 13N, OOS 17E« Waatbound at 




a7l900Z Basad en STIOOOS and 8B0600Z 




positions • 


SANTA BAWilA 


Sottsaa* Tunisia 



Bnelosura 



SHIP 

MT BJUSR 

8YLVAKZA 
KZCEL 

CALOOSAKXTCHEE 

RECOVERY 

KEOSHO 

CIUIORE 

ORIOK 

5PADEFZSK 

LAPOK 

SEAHORSE 

CREENLZNG 



LOCATION 

SAstftm Nadit«rran«ftn (D«parttd Haifa 
26 Jun*, Arrivtd Augusta Bay 90 Juna) 
Malaga, Spain 
Malaga, fpaln 

Aagaaa Saa (Oapartad Athana ac Juna, 

Arrivad Cagliari ^0 Juna) 

Villafraneha, Franca 

La Spas la 

Xalanata, Craaea 

La Kaddalana 

La Kaddalana 

La Kaddalana 

Cantral Kaditarranaan 

Cantral Kaditarranaan 

Cantral Kaditarranaan 



HOTE: Only tha SARATOGA, 0ARL6RZN, SALE, BRZSCOE, 

COKTE OE CRASSZ, STDKP, HEMES , AMD ^^RZEUUID vara 
aurfaea*te*alr miaaila eapabla in isto. 



a 



Bneleaura 



